
Lessons from the Desert Discussion Guide​
God Leads Us - Lesson 5​

(March 16, 2025)​
This study guide is based on the message that is available on YouTube.​

 

Opening Discussion: Share an impatient incident you experienced in the past week. ​
​
Main Scripture: Exodus 13:17-14:31 

Dive Deeper: 

1.​ Read Exodus 13:17-22. Why did God lead the Israelites on a longer route rather 
than a shorter path through the Philistine country? What does this tell us about 
God’s wisdom in leading the Israelites? ​
 

2.​ When have you experienced a detour in your life? Were you able to see God’s 
hand in the process or were you impatient? How can we prevent ourselves from 
reacting impatiently? What benefits or lessons may be found in God’s detours? ​
 

3.​  According to Exodus 13:21-22, how did God guide the Israelites on their 
journey? What assurance did this provide? What guidance has God provided for 
believers to navigate their lives? What assurance does this guidance provide? 
Share a favorite Bible passage that you lean upon to keep you on the right path. ​
 

4.​ Read Exodus 14:9-12. How did the Israelites react to the Egyptians' pursuit? 
What does this reveal about their hearts? Why would God include this passage in 
the Bible for us? What situations or problems cause us to complain? How much 
less grief would we experience if we trusted God’s plan rather than complaining?​
 

5.​ What did Moses ask the Israelites to do in Exodus 14:13-14? Read Psalm 46:10, 
Deuteronomy 31:8, and Philippians 4:6-7. What might worry and grumbling 
reveal about our hearts and faith in times of trouble? What can believers do to 
strengthen their trust in the Lord and remain calm?​
 

6.​ How does Exodus 14:15-16 and 21-26 encourage us to “get moving” in faith and 
trust God when things appear hopeless? Share how you have stepped out in the 
past, put your faith into action, and saw God move on your behalf.  

We may not understand why God leads us in a roundabout way, but we can take 
comfort in the fact that He is always in control and will always do what is best for us. 


