Summary

This sermon focuses on the beginning of Joseph's story from Genesis 37, used as part of
a graduation Sunday message. It details how Joseph, at age 17, was his father's favorite
son and received a special robe, which caused his brothers to hate him. After Joseph
shares his prophetic dreams, his brothers plot to kill him, but instead sell him into slavery
for 20 pieces of silver. Despite being sold into slavery in Egypt, the sermon emphasizes
that 'the Lord was with Joseph' even in his darkest moments, and he succeeded in
everything he did because of his faith and attitude.

Intro Prayer

Lord, as we gather to discuss Joseph's story, we ask that You open our hearts and minds
to the lessons You want us to learn. Help us to see Your presence in our own difficult
situations, just as You were present with Joseph. Guide our discussion and help us grow
closer to You through it. Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's the most memorable gift you've ever received from a family member and why
was it special to you?

Key Verses

1. Genesis 37:3
2. Genesis 37:28
3. Genesis 39:2
4. John 16:32-33

Questions

1. How do you think Joseph felt when his brothers stripped him of his special robe? What
does this reveal about human nature?

2. Why do you think Joseph's brothers were so consumed by hatred that they would sell
their own brother into slavery?

3. The sermon emphasizes that 'the Lord was with Joseph.' How can we recognize God's
presence in our own difficult circumstances?

4. What can we learn from Joseph's attitude as a slave, doing his best work despite his
circumstances?



5. How does Joseph's story relate to Jesus's words in John 16:32-33 about not being
alone?

6. What role do you think Joseph's dreams played in helping him maintain his faith
during his trials?

7. How can we maintain our integrity and character when we're treated unfairly?

8. What does this story teach us about God's ability to work through difficult
circumstances?

Life Application

This week, before getting out of bed each morning, take a moment to pray 'God be with
me' and consciously acknowledge His presence in your day. When facing difficulties,
practice 'giving it to God' before letting worry or anger take over.

Key Takeaways

1. God is with us even when circumstances suggest otherwise
2. Our attitude and integrity matter more than our circumstances
3. God can use difficult situations for His greater purpose

4. Success comes from maintaining faith and doing our best regardless of circumstances

Ending Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for the powerful lessons from Joseph's life. Help us to
remember that You are always with us, even in our darkest moments. Give us the
strength to maintain our integrity and faith when facing difficulties, and help us to trust
in Your greater purpose for our lives. May we, like Joseph, succeed in everything we do
because we remain faithful to You. In Jesus' name, Amen.



