Summary

This sermon focuses on Joseph's story of patience and endurance through difficult
circumstances, particularly his time in prison. Despite being unjustly imprisoned for 10-11
years after being sold into slavery by his brothers and falsely accused by Potiphar's wife,
Joseph maintained his faith and continued to excel in his responsibilities. The sermon
emphasizes that God was with Joseph throughout his trials, even when circumstances
suggested otherwise, and that patience is about having the capacity to endure suffering
without becoming angry or upset.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to study your Word and learn from Joseph's example of

patience, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach
us today. Help us to see how You are present even in our times of waiting and difficulty.
Guide our discussion and fellowship together. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What's the longest you've ever had to wait for something important? How did you
handle the waiting?

Key Verses

1. Genesis 40:23
2. Romans 12:12
3. Philippians 413
4. James 1:12-4

Questions

1. How did Joseph maintain his faith despite being forgotten in prison for so many years?
2. What role did Joseph's dreams play in sustaining him through difficult times?

3. What does it mean that 'character is more important than comfort' in our spiritual
growth?

4, How can we practice contentment in difficult situations like Paul describes?
5. What practical steps can we take to develop patience in our daily lives?
6. How does community support help us endure difficult waiting periods?

7. What opportunities for growth might God be providing in your current season of
waiting?



Life Application

This week, whenever you find yourself in a situation that requires patience (traffic, long
lines, waiting rooms, etc.), use that time as an opportunity to pray and look for ways to
draw closer to God or help others draw closer to Him.

Key Takeaways

1. God's presence in our lives isn't determined by our circumstances
2. Patience is developed through enduring difficult situations with faith
3. Community and prayer support are essential during times of waiting
4. God can use periods of waiting to develop our character and faith

5. Our response to difficulties matters more than the difficulties themselves

Ending Prayer

Lord God, thank You for the example of Joseph's patience and faithfulness. Help us to
trust in Your presence even when we can't see You working. Give us the strength to
endure difficult seasons of waiting, knowing that You are using these times to shape our
character. Help us to be people who respond to trials with faith rather than frustration. In
Jesus' name, Amen.



