Summary

This sermon focuses on the story of Joseph reuniting with his brothers who had sold him
into slavery years before. Despite enduring tremendous hardship and injustice, Joseph
demonstrates remarkable forgiveness when his brothers come to Egypt seeking food
during a famine. Through his unwavering relationship with God, Joseph was able to see
divine purpose in his suffering and extend grace to those who wronged him.

Pastor John uses this biblical account to explore how we can deal with feelings of
revenge and injustice in our own lives. He emphasizes that the key is maintaining a
strong relationship with God through prayer and seeking His help to forgive others, even
when it's difficult.

Intro Prayer

God, as we gather to study Your Word and the story of Joseph, we ask that You would
open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to be honest
with You about any hurts or unforgiveness we're carrying, and give us the strength to
extend grace to others as Joseph did. Guide our discussion and fellowship. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

Can you share about a time when someone unexpectedly showed you kindness or
forgiveness when you didn't deserve it?

Key Verses

1. Genesis 42:21
2. Genesis 45:4-5
3. Genesis 50:20

Questions

1. What stands out to you most about Joseph's response when he reveals himself to his
brothers?

2. How was Joseph able to maintain his faith and character despite all the injustice he
experienced?

3. Why do you think Joseph used an interpreter even though he could understand his
brothers?

4. What role did Joseph's dreams from his youth play in sustaining him through difficult
times?



5. How does holding onto revenge affect us personally and spiritually?

6. What practical steps can we take to move toward forgiveness when we've been
deeply hurt?

7. How can we see God's purpose in our pain like Joseph did?

8. What does this story teach us about God's sovereignty over difficult circumstances?

Life Application

This week, identify someone you need to forgive or a situation where you're holding onto
revenge. Commit to praying for that person daily and ask God to help you see the
situation through His perspective, just as Joseph was able to see God's purpose in his
suffering.

Key Takeaways

1. God doesn't waste pain - He can use our difficulties for greater purposes

2. Maintaining a relationship with God helps us overcome injustice and bitterness
3. True forgiveness is only possible through God's help and grace

4. We must be honest with God about our hurt while seeking His help to forgive

5. Praying for those who have wronged us can help change our hearts toward them

Ending Prayer

Lord, thank You for the powerful example of forgiveness we see in Joseph's life. Help us
to release any bitterness or desire for revenge we're holding onto. Give us the strength to
forgive as You have forgiven us. Transform our hearts through prayer and help us to trust
Your sovereign purpose even in our pain. In Jesus' name, Amen.



