
Summary 
In this sermon, Pastor John explores the concept of faith as one of the three things that 
will last forever, alongside hope and love (1 Corinthians 13:13). Using Hebrews 11 as a 
foundation, he explains that faith means putting our full confidence in things we hope 
for and being certain of things we cannot see. The sermon emphasizes that it's 
impossible to please God without faith, and that faith is built through prayer and honest 
acknowledgment of our doubts. 

Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss the lasting power of faith, we ask that You open 
our hearts and minds to Your truth. Help us to be honest about our doubts and 
struggles, just as the father in Mark's Gospel who cried, “I do believe, but help me 
overcome my unbelief!” Guide our conversation today, strengthen our faith, and show us 
how to depend more fully on You. May we leave this discussion with a deeper trust in 
Your unfailing love and power. In Jesus' name, amen. 

Ice Breaker 
What's something you own that has lasted much longer than you expected it would? 

Key Verses 
1. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

2. Hebrews 11:1 

3. Hebrews 11:6 

4. Mark 9:23-24 

5. John 3:16 

Questions 
1. Pastor John mentioned that “it's impossible to please God without faith.” How does this 
statement challenge or encourage you in your spiritual journey? 

2. In the story from Mark 9, the father says, “I do believe, but help me overcome my 
unbelief!” Can you share a time when you related to this mixture of faith and doubt? 

3. How has prayer strengthened your faith during difficult circumstances? 

4. The sermon compared faith to the story of Harry Colcord riding on Charles Blondin's 
back across Niagara Falls. In what ways do you find it challenging to fully trust God 
without trying to “balance yourself”? 



5. What's the difference between having perfect faith and seeking the perfect One? 

6. The pastor suggested that God might use situations in our lives to increase our faith. 
Can you think of a time when a challenging situation ultimately strengthened your trust 
in God? 

7. How does the concept of faith being something that lasts forever change how you 
view your daily decisions and priorities? 

Life Application 
This week, identify one area of your life where you struggle to fully trust God. Each day, 
spend time in honest prayer about this situation, acknowledging both your belief and 
any unbelief you feel. Like the father in Mark's Gospel, bring your mixed feelings to Jesus 
with complete honesty. Then, look for ways God might be working in this situation that 
you can't yet see with your eyes. Keep a journal of how this practice affects your faith and 
your perspective on the situation. 

Key Takeaways 
1. Faith means putting our full confidence in things we hope for and being certain of 
things we cannot see. 

2. It's impossible to please God without faith, which means believing He exists and 
rewards those who seek Him. 

3. Honest faith acknowledges doubts while still seeking God, as demonstrated by the 
father who said, ”I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!” 

4. Prayer and faith are deeply connected - prayer is an expression of our dependence on 
God. 

5. Faith doesn't have to be perfect; we just need to seek the perfect One. 

Ending Prayer 
Lord God, thank You for the gift of faith that connects us to You and to eternity. We 
confess that like the father in the Gospel, we often believe and doubt simultaneously. 
Thank You for meeting us in that honest place. As we leave this discussion, strengthen 
our trust in You, especially in areas where we struggle to see Your hand at work. Help us 
to pray more faithfully, depend on You more fully, and remember that our faith doesn't 
need to be perfect - we just need to keep seeking You, the perfect One. May our faith be 
something that truly lasts forever. In Jesus' name, amen. 


