Discussion Guide
Part 3 of What Lasts, 07.27.25

Summary

In this sermon, Pastor John explores the concept of love as the greatest of the three
enduring virtues: faith, hope, and love. Drawing from 1 Corinthians 13 and 1John 4, he
emphasizes that God demonstrated His perfect love by sending His Son as a sacrifice
for our sins. The sermon highlights that God loves us not because of anything we've
done, but despite our sins, and that this divine love should inspire us to love others.
When we love others, God's love is brought to full expression through us, allowing
the world to see God through our actions.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your perfect love for us, we ask that You
open our hearts to receive this message. Help us to truly understand the depth of
Your love and how we can reflect it to others. Guide our conversation today, and
reveal to each of us what You want us to learn about Your love. May this time
together draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the first gift you remember giving to someone you cared about? What
motivated you to choose that particular gift?

Key Verses

John 3:16
1John 4:9-12
1John 419
Romans 5.8
Luke 10:30-37

Questions
1. Pastor John shared a story about his sixth-grade 'puppy love.! How do our early
experiences with love shape our understanding of what love is?

2. 1John 4:9 states that, “God showed how much he loved us by sending his one
and only Son.” How does this demonstration of love differ from how we
typically try to show love to others?

3. What does it mean that “we love each other because he first loved us” (1John
4:19)? How does God's initiative in loving us affect our ability to love others?



4. Pastor John emphasized that God loves us in our worst moments, not just our
best. Why is this concept difficult for many people to accept?

5. The sermon presents the argument from “greater to lesser” - since God loved
us so much, we ought to love each other. What makes this sometimes
challenging to put into practice?

6. What does 1John 4:12 mean when it says, “No one has ever seen God, but if we
love each other, God lives in us and his love is brought to full expression in us”?

7. How might our acts of love toward others give them a glimpse of God's love?
Can you share an example from your own life?

8. Pastor John retold the Good Samaritan story in a modern context. What
barriers prevent us from showing love to people who are different from us or
whom we might consider “enemies”?

Life Application

This week, intentionally look for opportunities to demonstrate God's love to others,
especially in unexpected ways or to people you might normally overlook. Each day,
ask God to help you see others through His eyes of perfect love. Keep a small journal
of these moments and reflect on how showing love to others helps you better
understand God's love for you. Remember that when we love others, we give them a
glimpse of God whom they cannot see directly.

Key Takeaways
Love is the greatest of the three enduring virtues (faith, hope, and love) because it

will last forever in its fullness.

God demonstrated His perfect love by sending His Son as a sacrifice for our sins while
we were still sinners.

We are perfectly loved by God even in our darkest moments, not because of
anything we've done but because of who God is.

When we love others, God's love is brought to full expression through us, allowing
the world to see God through our actions.

QOur love for others should be a reflection of the sacrificial, unconditional love God has
shown to us.

Ending Prayer



Lord God, thank You for Your perfect love that pursues us relentlessly. We are
humbled by the truth that You loved us first, even when we were still in our sin. Help
us to fully receive Your love and to let it transform us from the inside out. Give us the
courage to love others as You have loved us - sacrificially, unconditionally, and with
grace. May our love for one another be a testimony to Your presence in our lives,
allowing others to catch a glimpse of You through us. We pray that Your love would
flow through us into a world that desperately needs to know they are perfectly loved
by You. In Jesus' name, amen.
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