Discussion Guide
Life on Mission, 08.17.25

Summary

Pastor John delivers a sermon titled “Life on Mission,” focusing on the church's call to
witness and share the gospel. He begins by discussing the church's expansion to
three services to accommodate growth and reach more people. Using Acts 1:8, he
explains how Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would empower believers to be
withesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. The sermon
emphasizes that God loves the world and wants everyone to hear the gospel, which
is why He gives believers spiritual gifts to serve one another and ultimately reach
others. Pastor John shares a powerful story about meeting a 93-year-old man who
plants seeds in parks for future generations to enjoy, drawing a parallel to how
Christians should plant spiritual seeds wherever they go.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your mission for our lives, we ask that You
open our hearts and minds to Your purpose. Help us to recognize the power of Your
Holy Spirit working within us, compelling us to share Your love with others. Guide our
conversation today, Lord, and reveal to each of us how we can better use the unique
gifts You've given us to be Your witnesses in our Jerusalem, our Judea, our Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth. May we leave this discussion with renewed passion for
planting seeds of faith wherever we go. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
If you could plant one thing (tree, flower, vegetable, etc.) that would benefit future
generations, what would you plant and why?

Key Verses

Acts 1.8

John 316
Ephesians 2:10
Hebrews 10:24

1 Peter 410
Hebrews 13:20-21

Questions
1. Pastor John mentioned that “vision leaks” and we need to continually remind
ourselves of the basic things about our faith. What are some fundamental
aspects of your faith that you need to be reminded of regularly?



2. Acts 1:8 talks about being witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth. What would these different regions represent in your life
today?

3. Acts 1:8 also talks about the power we receive when the Holy Spirit comes
upon us to help us witness. Can you share a time when you felt the Holy Spirit
compelling you to step out of your comfort zone?

4. Ephesians 2:10 describes us as God's “masterpiece” or “poem,” created to do
good things that God planned for us long ago. How does viewing yourself as
beautifully created with purpose change how you think about your objective
and mission?

5. 1 Peter 4:10 tells us that we have each received spiritual gifts. What spiritual
gifts do you believe God has given you, and how are you currently using them
to serve others and advance the gospel?

6. The 93-year-old man planted seeds he would never see grow to maturity.
What “seeds” can you plant in your daily life that might benefit future
generations?

7. Hebrews 10:24 encourages us to “think of ways to motivate one another to acts
of love and good works.” What are some creative ways we can encourage
others in our church community?

8. The sermon concluded with the idea that our mission field starts where we are
planted. What specific opportunities do you have this week to share the
gospel in your “Jerusalem”?

Life Application

This week, identify at least one person in your life who doesn't know Jesus or has
drifted away from faith. Commit to praying for them daily, speaking Jesus' name over
their situation. Then, look for a natural opportunity to plant a seed of faith with them
- whether through an encouraging word, an invitation to church, or simply
demonstrating Christ's love through your actions. Remember the 93-year-old man
who planted seeds he would never see grow to maturity. Your small act of
faith-sharing might bear fruit for generations to come. Be intentional about using
your spiritual gifts this week to serve others, recognizing that each act of service
creates opportunities for the gospel to spread.

Key Takeaways
e GCod has given us the Holy Spirit to empower us to be His withesses, starting
where we are and extending to the ends of the earth.
e We are God's masterpiece (poem), uniquely created and gifted to serve His
kingdom purposes.
e FEvery believer has spiritual gifts that, when used to serve others, help advance
the gospel and make a difference in the world.



e Like planting seeds that we may never see grow to maturity, sharing the
gospel often involves planting seeds of faith that may bear fruit long after
we're gone.

e Our mission field begins right where we are - in our neighborhoods,
workplaces, and schools - before extending outward to the rest of the world.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for entrusting us with Your mission to share the good news of
Your love and salvation. We acknowledge that we carry seeds of Your gospel
wherever we go, and we ask for courage to plant them faithfully. Holy Spirit,
empower us to use our unique gifts to serve others and create opportunities to
witness about Your transforming love. Help us to see the people around us through
Your eyes - as souls You deeply love and desire to reach. Give us wisdom to know
when to speak and what to say. May we be faithful in our Jerusalem, our immediate
surroundings, while also supporting those who carry Your message to the ends of
the earth. We commit ourselves to being Your witnesses this week, planting seeds
that may bear fruit for generations to come. In Your mighty name we pray, Amen.
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