Discussion Guide
Story Time, Part 1, 08.24.25

Summary

In this sermon entitled, “Soil Test,” which is part 1 of the series "Story Time," Pastor
John examines Jesus' parable of the sower from Matthew 13. The message explores
how the seed (God's Word) falls on four different types of soil (human hearts): the
hard path where birds quickly take the seed, rocky soil where plants sprout but
wither without deep roots, thorny soil where worldly concerns choke the plants, and
good soil where abundant harvest grows. The message emphasizes that while the
Holy Spirit works in everyone's hearts, our response and receptivity to God's Word
determines how fruitful our faith becomes.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your Word today, we ask that You prepare
our hearts to receive the seeds of truth You want to plant in us. Just as Jesus taught
about different types of soil, help us examine the condition of our own hearts.
Remove any hardness, rocks, or thorns that prevent Your Word from taking deep root
in our lives. Open our minds to understand and apply what we learn today, and may
our discussion produce a harvest of faith and transformation in each of us. In Jesus'
name, amen.

Ice Breaker
What was your favorite story or book when you were a child, and why did you love it
so much?

Key Verses

e Matthew 13:1-9
Matthew 13:19-23
Acts 17:32
Colossians 2:6-7
Matthew 6:20-21
Jeremiah 4:3-4

Questions
1. In the parable, Jesus describes four types of soil. Which type of soil do you
most relate to in your current season of life, and why?
2. Jesus shared in Matthew 13:19 that the enemy quickly snatches away seeds
that fall on the hard path. What are some ways we can recognize when our
hearts are becoming hardened to God's Word?



3. The parable mentions in Matthew 13:20-21 that plants in rocky soil initially look
promising but wither when challenges come. Can you share a time when
difficulties either strengthened or weakened your faith?

4. What are some specific "thorns" (Matthew 13:22) in our modern world that
tend to choke out God's Word in people's lives?

5. Pastor John asked, "What's my role in this parable?" How do you understand
your responsibility in preparing the soil of your heart versus God's role?

6. How might surrendering our "pride and power" ( Jeremiah 4:3-4) help
transform the condition of our hearts?

7. The sermon mentions "amending the soil" of our hearts. What practices help
you keep your heart receptive to God's Word?

8. In Matthew 13:23, Jesus talks about producing a harvest of 30, 60, or 100 times
what was sown. What does a spiritual harvest look like in a person's life?

Life Application

This week, take time to honestly assess the condition of your heart's soil. Identify any
areas where hardness, rocks, or thorns might be preventing God's Word from taking
deep root in your life. Choose one specific action to help "amend the soil" - perhaps
setting aside daily time for Scripture reading, removing a distraction that competes
for your attention, or asking God to soften a hardened area. Write down your
commitment and share it with someone who can help hold you accountable. At the
end of the week, reflect on any changes you've noticed in your receptivity to God's
Word.

Key Takeaways

e The condition of our hearts determines how receptive we are to God's Word
and how much spiritual fruit we produce.

e While the Holy Spirit works in everyone's hearts, our response to God's Word
significantly impacts our spiritual growth.

e Difficulties and challenges in life can either cause our faith to wither or drive
our roots deeper into God's truth.

e We have a responsibility to "amend the soil" of our hearts through surrender,
openness to the Holy Spirit, and removing distractions.

e God desires for all of us to produce a spiritual harvest, and He provides what
we need to make our hearts fertile ground for His Word.

Ending Prayer

Lord God, thank You for the seed of Your Word that You so generously scatter in our
lives. Forgive us for the times when our hearts have been hard, shallow, or distracted.
We surrender our pride and power to You now, asking that You would continue to
amend the soil of our hearts. Remove anything that prevents Your truth from taking
deep root in us. Help us to truly hear and understand Your Word, not just with our



ears but with receptive hearts. May we be people who produce a harvest of
righteousness, love, and good works that bring glory to Your name. Guide us this
week as we examine our hearts and take practical steps to make them more fertile
ground for Your truth. In Jesus' name, amen.
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