5-Day Devotional
Story Time, Part 3, 09.07.25

Day 1:
Coming to Our Senses

Devotional

In the parable of the Lost Sons, we encounter a young man who demanded his
inheritance early, essentially telling his father, "l wish you were dead." After
squandering everything on wild living, he found himself in the lowest possible
place—feeding pigs and longing to eat their food. But then something remarkable
happened. The Bible tells us, "When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my
father's hired servants have food to spare, and here | am starving to death!"" This
pivotal moment changed everything. The phrase "came to his senses" originated
here and has become part of our everyday language. This moment of clarity
represents the beginning of transformation. It's when we finally see reality as it truly
is—recognizing our desperate condition and remembering the goodness we've
rejected. It's the moment we stop blaming others, making excuses, or pretending
everything is fine. Many of us need this same awakening. We've wandered far from
God, pursuing things that promised happiness but delivered emptiness. We've tried
to fill God-shaped voids with relationships, achievements, possessions, or pleasures
that never satisfy. Coming to our senses means honestly facing our spiritual
condition and remembering the Father's love we've forgotten. It means
acknowledging that our way isn't working and turning our hearts toward home.

Bible Verse
When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, “At home even the hired
servants have food enough to spare, and here | am dying of hunger!” - Luke 15:17, NLT

Reflection Question

What area of your life might God be calling you to "come to your senses" about
today? What truth have you been avoiding or what reality have you been unwilling to
face?

Prayer

Father, help me to see myself and my life clearly. Remove any denial or
self-deception that keeps me from recognizing my need for You. Give me the
courage to face reality and the humility to turn toward home. Thank You for Your
patience as | come to my senses. Amen.



Day 2:
The Father Who Runs

Devotional

In the story of the prodigal son, perhaps the most shocking element is not the son's
rebellion but the father's response. When the father sees his wayward son returning
home—still a long way off—he does something culturally unthinkable: he runs. In
Middle Eastern culture of Jesus' time, dignified older men did not run. It was
considered undignified and shameful. Yet this father hitches up his robes, exposing
his legs, and races toward his filthy, pig-scented son. This is a picture of God's
extravagant love for us. He doesn't wait for us to clean ourselves up. He doesn't
demand we complete a series of steps to earn back His favor. He doesn't even wait
for us to reach the house. Instead, He rushes to meet us in our mess. The father in the
story disgraces himself to spare his son the shame of walking alone through the
village, where neighbors would have ridiculed and possibly even stoned him.
Similarly, Jesus took our shame upon Himself at the cross, bearing our disgrace so we
could be reconciled to God. God's love isn't cautious or calculating. It's not based on
what we deserve. It's reckless, extravagant, and eager to welcome us home. No
matter how far we've wandered or how much we've squandered, the Father is
watching the horizon, ready to run when we turn toward home.

Bible Verse

So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him,
and kissed him. - Luke 15:20, NLT

Reflection Question
How does it change your perspective to know that God eagerly runs to meet you in
your brokenness rather than waiting for you to clean yourself up first?

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your extravagant love that doesn't wait for me to be
worthy. Thank You for running to meet me in my mess. Help me to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is Your love for me. May | never doubt Your eagerness to
embrace me, regardless of my past. Amen.



Day 3:
Embraced in Our Filth

Devotional

One of the most powerful images in the parable of the Lost Sons is the father
embracing his returning son despite his filthy condition. After living among
pigs—animals considered unclean by Jewish standards—the son would have been
covered in dirt, grime, and the stench of the pigpen. Yet the father doesn't hesitate to
throw his arms around him. This is a beautiful picture of God's grace. He doesn't
require us to clean ourselves up before coming to Him. He embraces us in our
spiritual filth—our sin, shame, and brokenness. Many people believe they need to fix
themselves before approaching God. They think, "Once | overcome this addiction..."
or "After | clean up my life.." or "When I'm a better person..." But this parable
demolishes that thinking. The father didn't hold his nose or keep the son at arm's
length. He didn't say, "Go take a bath, put on clean clothes, and then we'll talk."
Instead, he embraced him immediately, filth and all. God's love for us isn't dependent
on our cleanliness or worthiness. He loves us in our mess. He embraces us in our
brokenness. It's actually His embrace that begins the cleaning process. We don't
clean ourselves up to get God's love; we receive His love, and that's what cleans us up.

Bible Verse

So he returned home to his father. And while he was still a long way off, his father
saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him,
and kissed him. - Luke 15:20, NLT

Reflection Question
What "filth" in your life have you been trying to clean up before approaching God,
rather than allowing Him to embrace you as you are?

Prayer

Father, thank You for loving me in my mess. Forgive me for thinking | needed to
clean myself up before coming to You. | receive Your embrace today, just as | am.
Thank You that Your love accepts me in my brokenness and then transforms me
from the inside out. Help me to rest in Your unconditional love. Amen.



Day 4:
Two Lost Sons

Devotional

In Jesus' parable, we often focus on the younger "prodigal" son, but there were
actually two lost sons. The older brother, though physically present, was just as
spiritually distant from the father's heart. Both sons used their father for what they
could get from him. The younger wanted his inheritance to fund his wild lifestyle. The
older wanted respect and status in the community. Neither valued relationship with
the father for its own sake. The younger son was lost through rebellion and sin. The
older son was lost through self-righteousness and duty. One broke the rules; one
kept them meticulously. Yet both were separated from the father's heart. This reveals
a profound truth: we can be lost through our badness OR our goodness. The
religious leaders of Jesus' day couldn't grasp this. They divided the world into good
people (themselves) and bad people (everyone else). But Jesus shattered this
paradigm by showing that everyone—both the rebellious and the religious—needs
reconciliation with God. Many of us identify with the older brother. We've done
everything right. We've followed the rules. We've been faithful and responsible. Yet
our hearts can be far from God, filled with pride, judgment, and entitlement rather
than love and gratitude. The father in the story loved both sons and wanted a
relationship with both. Similarly, God invites both the rule-breakers and the
rule-keepers to experience His love not as a reward for performance but as a gift of
grace.

Bible Verse
The older brother was angry and wouldn’t go in. His father came out and begged
him, - Luke 15:28, NLT

Reflection Question
Which son do you identify with more—the rebellious younger son or the dutiful older
son—and how might this be affecting your relationship with God?

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for showing me that | can be lost through rebellion or
through self-righteousness. Help me to see where | might be using You rather than
loving You. Whether I've been running from You or serving You with wrong motives,
draw me into a genuine relationship with You based on love, not performance. Thank
You for pursuing both kinds of lost sons. Amen.



Day 5:
Our Perfect Older Brother

Devotional

In the parable of the Lost Sons, the older brother fails terribly in his responsibility. In
Middle Eastern culture, when a younger brother dishonored the family, the older
brother was supposed to mediate and restore the relationship. Instead, this older
brother remained angry and judgmental, refusing to celebrate his brother's return.
But here's the good news: while the parable's older brother failed, we have a perfect
older brother in Jesus Christ. Unlike the self-righteous brother in the story, Jesus left
the comfort and glory of heaven to come find us in our mess. Jesus didn't stay in the
"father's house" looking down on us. He entered our broken world, walked among us,
and ultimately gave His life to bring us back to the Father. He paid the price we could
never pay to restore our relationship with God. This is the heart of the gospel.
Religion says, "The good people are in and the bad people are out." But Jesus says,
"Everyone is out—both the rebellious and the religious—and everyone needs me to
bring them in." Whether you identify more with the wild younger brother or the
dutiful older one, Jesus came for you. He is the perfect older brother who sacrificed
everything to bring you home to the Father. And now He invites us to share His heart
by seeking out others who are lost and helping them find their way home too.

Bible Verse

For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and through him God
reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on
earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. - Colossians 1:19-20, NLT

Reflection Question

How does seeing Jesus as your perfect older brother who came to find you in your
mess change how you view both your relationship with God and your responsibility
toward others who are lost?

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for being the perfect older brother | needed. Thank You for not
staying in heaven's comfort but coming to find me in my mess. Help me to grasp the
magnitude of Your sacrifice and to respond with gratitude and love. And help me to
follow Your example by seeking out others who are lost and pointing them toward
home. May | share Your heart for the lost. Amen.
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