
Discussion Guide 
Story Time, Part 2, 08.31.25 
 
Summary 
In this sermon, Pastor John explores the Parable of the Barren Fig Tree from Luke 13. 
He explains how this short parable reveals God's patience, grace, and expectations for 
our lives. The story involves an owner (representing God) who wants to cut down an 
unproductive fig tree (representing us), but the gardener (representing Jesus) 
intercedes, asking for one more year to tend to it with special care. Pastor John 
emphasizes that God has expectations for us to bear the fruit of repentance as well 
as the fruits of the spirit.  God also shows His incredible patience and mercy when we 
fail to bear fruit.   
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your Word today, we thank You for Your 
incredible patience and grace in our lives. Just as the gardener in the parable tended 
carefully to the barren fig tree, You have shown us special attention and care. Open 
our hearts to receive what You want to teach us today about bearing fruit in our lives 
and about Your endless mercy. Help us to see where we need Your tender care to 
become more fruitful, and show us how we might intercede for others who need 
Your touch. In Jesus' name, amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What's the most challenging plant or tree you've ever tried to grow? Did it survive 
and thrive, or did you have to give up on it? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Luke 13:6-9 
●​ Romans 2:4 
●​ 2 Peter 3:9 
●​ Revelation 3:20 

 
Questions 

1.​ In the parable in Luke 13:8, the gardener asks for one more year to give the tree 
special attention. How has God shown patience and given you “special 
attention” in your spiritual journey? 

2.​ The owner expected the fig tree to produce fruit after three years (Luke 13:7). 
What kind of spiritual fruit do you think God expects to see in our lives? 

3.​ Pastor John mentioned that God will use difficulties and challenges in our 
lives to “till around our roots.” Can you share a time when God used a difficult 
situation to help you grow spiritually? 



4.​ How does this parable change your perspective on people in your life who 
haven't yet accepted Christ or who seem spiritually unproductive? 

5.​ The gardener promised to give the tree special attention and fertilizer in Luke 
13:8. What spiritual practices or “fertilizer” has helped you become more 
fruitful in your walk with Christ? 

6.​ Pastor John said, “Living for Jesus is the greatest decision I've ever made in my 
life.” What would you say has been the greatest blessing of following Christ? 

7.​ How do you respond to the urgency to repent and bear fruit?  (Luke 13:9) 
8.​ Who is someone in your life that you need to continue praying for, believing 

that God is still working on their “roots” even if you don't see fruit yet? 
 
Life Application 
This week, identify one person in your life who may not know Christ or who seems 
spiritually unproductive. Commit to praying for them daily, asking Jesus to give them 
“special attention” and provide the spiritual nourishment they need. Look for 
opportunities to be part of God's work in their life - perhaps through a conversation, 
an invitation, or an act of kindness. At the same time, examine your own life for areas 
where you may not be bearing fruit. Ask God to show you what spiritual “fertilizer” 
you need, whether it's more time in prayer, Bible study, fellowship, or service to 
others. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ God has expectations for our lives - we are meant to bear spiritual fruit, not just 
exist. 

●​ Jesus intercedes for us, asking for patience and more time when we fail to 
meet expectations. 

●​ God's patience and special attention to us demonstrate His incredible love and 
desire for our salvation. 

●​ We should never give up praying for those who don't know Christ, as God is 
patiently working in their lives. 

●​ The greatest life possible is one lived for Jesus - nothing the world offers can 
compare to eternity with Him. 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for being our intercessor, for asking the Father to give us one 
more chance when we fail to bear fruit. We're grateful for Your patience, Your special 
attention, and the way You tenderly care for us. Help us to bear the fruit You desire in 
our lives - the fruit of repentance first, then the fruit of the Spirit. Give us Your heart 
for those who don't yet know You, and help us to be persistent in prayer for them, 
never giving up hope that You are working in their lives. May we build our lives upon 
Your love, the only firm foundation. In Your precious name we pray, amen. 
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