Discussion Guide
Story Time, Part 3, 09.07.25

Summary

Pastor Mike delivers a sermon on the Parable of the Lost Things from Luke 15,
focusing primarily on the story commonly known as the Prodigal Son. He begins by
highlighting how our cultural perspectives influence our understanding of Scripture,
demonstrating this with a quiz about why the prodigal son ended up in the pig pen.
The sermon examines three parables that follow the pattern of losing, finding, and
rejoicing. Pastor Mike emphasizes that in the third parable, both sons were lost - the
younger through his sinful behavior and the older through his self-righteousness.
The message reveals that the father's unconditional love and forgiveness represent
God's heart toward us, and that Jesus is our "good big brother" who came to rescue
us from our sin.

The sermon challenges listeners to recognize that everyone needs Jesus - both the
openly rebellious and the outwardly obedient. Pastor Mike shares his personal
testimony of realizing as a "good son" that he too needed salvation, highlighting that
religion often separates people into "good" and "bad," but Jesus teaches that all have
sinned and need reconciliation with the Father through Him.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your Word today, we thank You for the
beautiful parable of the lost sons that reminds us of Your unfailing love and mercy.
Open our hearts to understand the depth of Your forgiveness and help us see
ourselves honestly - whether we identify more with the younger or older son. Guide
our conversation today, Lord, and help each person here gain new insights into Your
character and Your desire for relationship with us. May we come to our senses and
recognize our need for You, regardless of our past or present circumstances. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
Did you have any siblings growing up? If so, were you more of the "rule-follower" or
the "rule-breaker" in your family?

Key Verses
o Lukels

e Romans 3:23

Questions



1. Pastor Mike pointed out that we often read the Bible through our 21st century
American lens. How might your cultural background influence the way you
understand certain Bible passages?

2. What area of your life might God be calling you to "come to your senses" (Luke
15:17) about today?

3. How does it change your perspective to know that God eagerly runs to meet
you in your brokenness (Luke 15:20) rather than waiting for you to clean
yourself up first?

4. The sermon highlighted that both sons were lost - one through rebellion and
one through self-righteousness. Which son do you relate to more in your own
spiritual journey, and why?

5. How does the older brother's reaction in Luke 15:25-30 reveal his true heart
toward both his father and his brother?

6. Pastor Mike mentioned that other religions say the bad people are out and the
good people are in, but God's Word says, “For everyone has sinned; we all fall
short of God's glorious standard” (Romans 3:23). What does this statement
mean to you?

7. How does seeing Jesus as your perfect older brother who came to find you in
your mess change how you view both your relationship with God and your
responsibility toward others who are lost?

Life Application

This week, take time to honestly examine your heart and identify whether you tend
to relate more to the younger son (openly rebellious) or the older son (outwardly
obedient but inwardly resentful). Then, spend time in prayer acknowledging your
need for the Father's grace regardless of which category you fall into. Choose one
practical way to demonstrate the Father's unconditional love to someone in your life
who may be "lost" - whether through rebellion or self-righteousness. This might
mean reaching out to someone who has walked away from faith or showing grace to
someone who judges others harshly. Remember that we were all made for more
than the pig pen or self-righteous isolation - we were made for relationship with our
loving Father.

Key Takeaways

e Both sonsin the parable were lost - one through rebellion and one through
self-righteousness - showing that everyone needs Jesus regardless of outward
appearance.

e The father's unconditional love and willingness to humble himself (running,
embracing his dirty son) demonstrates God's heart toward sinners.

e We often read Scripture through our cultural lens, which can limit our
understanding of its true meaning and application.



e Jesus is our "good big brother" who came to rescue us from our sin and bring
us back to the Father.

e True reconciliation with God comes not through being "good enough" but
through recognizing our need for the Father's grace and forgiveness.

Ending Prayer

Gracious Father, thank You for Your relentless love that pursues us even when we've
wandered far from You. We confess that whether we've been rebellious like the
younger son or self-righteous like the older son, we all need Your grace and
forgiveness. Thank You for sending Jesus, our good big brother, who came to find us
in our lost state and bring us back to You. Help us to truly understand Your heart of
compassion and to extend that same love to others who are lost. May we never
forget that we were made for more than sin or self-righteousness - we were made for
relationship with You. Give us the courage to come to our senses when we've strayed
and the humility to run back into Your waiting arms. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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