5-Day Devotional
Story Time, Part 4, 09.14.25

Day 1:
Building on Bedrock

Devotional

Life is full of construction projects. We build careers, relationships, families, and
futures. But have you ever considered what foundation you're building on? In Jesus'
parable of the two builders, both wanted the same things - a beautiful home,
protection from the elements, a place to live life. From the outside, their houses
looked identical. The crucial difference was invisible to observers. The wise builder
took time to dig deep, establishing a foundation on solid rock. The foolish builder,
impatient and perhaps cutting corners, built directly on sand. Both houses faced the
same storms - because storms come to everyone. The difference was in what
happened when those storms hit. Today, consider the foundation of your life. Are you
building on the solid rock of obedience to Christ's teachings, or the shifting sands of
worldly values, personal convenience, or cultural trends? The foundation makes all
the difference when storms come - and they will come to everyone.

Bible Verse
Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person who builds a
house on solid rock. - Matthew 7:24, NLT

Reflection Question
What area of your life might be built on sand rather than rock? Where might you be
hearing Jesus' words but not fully putting them into practice?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me to examine the foundation of my life. Show me where I've been
building on sand instead of rock. Give me the courage and perseverance to dig deep
and establish my life on the bedrock of obedience to Your teachings. Amen.



Day 2:
Storms Will Come

Devotional

There's a dangerous misconception that following Jesus means we'll be shielded
from life's storms. Some have preached that giving your life to Christ means
everything will be perfect - no problems, no sadness, no difficulties. But that's not
what Jesus taught. In the parable of the two builders, Jesus makes it crystal clear: the
same rain, winds, and floods hit both houses. The difference wasn't in whether
storms came, but in how the houses withstood them. God doesn't promise us
storm-free lives. Instead, He promises us storm-proof lives when we build on the
right foundation. Following Jesus doesn't exempt us from cancer, job loss,
relationship struggles, or grief. But it does provide the foundation that keeps us
standing when those storms rage. Today, reject the false gospel that promises
perfect circumstances. Instead, embrace the true gospel that promises perfect peace
in the midst of any circumstance when we build our lives on obedience to Christ.

Bible Verse
Though the rains come in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat

against that house, it won't collapse because it is built on bedrock. - Matthew 7:25,
NLT

Reflection Question
How has your faith helped you weather storms in the past? What current storm in
your life requires the stability that only Christ's foundation can provide?

Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank You for being my rock in life's storms. Help me to stop
expecting a storm-free life and instead focus on building a storm-proof life through
obedience to Your Word. When the winds blow and the waters rise, keep me
anchored to You. Amen.



Day 3:
Beyond Admiration to Obedience

Devotional

It's possible to be a regular church attendee, Bible reader, and theology enthusiast
yet still build your life on sand. The distinguishing factor between the wise and
foolish builders wasn't knowledge or admiration of Jesus' teachings - it was
obedience. Many people hear Jesus' words and are amazed by them. They
understand His teachings intellectually. They might even be deeply moved
emotionally. But Jesus makes it clear: hearing without doing is building on sand. The
foundation that withstands life's storms isn't built through Bible knowledge alone,
but through Bible application. It's not enough to underline passages in your Bible;
you must live them out in your daily life. It's not enough to be impressed by Jesus'
teachings; you must be transformed by them through obedience. Today, identify one
teaching of Jesus that you need to move from merely appreciating to actively
obeying. Perhaps it's forgiving someone who hurt you, giving generously, or
speaking truth in love. Whatever it is, take that step from hearing to doing.

Bible Verse
But don't just listen to God's word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only
fooling yourselves. - James 1:22, NLT

Reflection Question

What specific teaching of Jesus have you admired or understood intellectually but
struggled to fully obey? What's one practical step you can take today toward
obedience in that area?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, forgive me for the times I've been content with merely hearing Your
words without doing them. Transform my admiration into obedience. Give me the
courage to apply Your teachings, even when it's difficult. Help me build my life on the
rock of obedience to You. Amen.



Day 4:
The Invisible Difference

Devotional

If you walked down a street with two identical houses, you'd never know which one
would stand and which would fall in a storm. The critical difference - the foundation -
remains invisible to casual observers. This is true in our spiritual lives as well. Two
people might attend the same church, read the same Bible, and outwardly appear
identical in their faith. Yet one builds on rock through obedience, while the other
builds on sand through mere religious activity. No one admires your foundation. It's
not the showy part of your spiritual house. You won't get compliments on it. People
notice your "spiritual curb appeal" - your knowledge, your service, your religious
activities. But God sees what's beneath the surface. He knows whether you're
building on the bedrock of obedience or the sand of religious performance. Today,
focus on strengthening your invisible foundation. Invest time in the unglamorous
work of obedience in the small, private areas of your life where only God sees. This
invisible difference will determine whether you stand or fall when storms come.

Bible Verse

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for | have
rejected him. The Lord doesn'’t see things the way you see them. People judge by
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” - 1 Samuel 16:7, NLT

Reflection Question
What aspects of your spiritual life are more about appearance than substance?
Where might you be maintaining a religious facade without the foundation of
genuine obedience?

Prayer

Heavenly Father, help me to care more about my foundation than my facade. Show
me where I've been more concerned with how my faith appears to others than with
genuine obedience to You. Give me the courage to do the invisible work of building
on bedrock, even when no one else notices or applauds. Amen.



Day 5:
The Ultimate Test

Devotional

How can you know if your life is truly built on the rock? Here's the ultimate test: if the
worst thing that could possibly happen to you would actually be the greatest day of
your life, you have a foundation of stone. For the person built on bedrock, even death
itself becomes a doorway to glory. Greater than your wedding day, greater than the
birth of your children, greater than any achievement or milestone, would be the day
you see Jesus face to face. This perspective doesn't come naturally. It's cultivated
through a lifetime of hearing and obeying Jesus' words. It's developed as we build
our lives on the solid foundation of obedience to Christ. It's strengthened as we
weather storms and find Him faithful. Today, ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart
about what you need to do to build your life more firmly on the rock. The storms will
come - that's guaranteed. But with the right foundation, you'll not only survive them,
you'll find that even the worst circumstances can't separate you from the ultimate joy
of knowing Christ.

Bible Verse

But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work
enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever
useless. - 1 Corinthians 15:57-58, NLT

Reflection Question

If you were to face the worst thing you can imagine today, would your foundation be
strong enough to hold you steady? What would it take for you to view even death as
the doorway to your greatest day?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, align my heart with eternal perspective. Help me build my life so firmly
on You that even the worst circumstances can't shake my foundation. Work in me
until the day | see You face to face truly becomes the greatest desire of my heart.
Thank You that no storm can separate me from Your love. Amen.
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