Discussion Guide
Story Time, Part 4, 09.14.25

Summary

In this sermon, Pastor Mike explores the parable of the wise and foolish builders from
Matthew 7:24-29, the finale of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. He explains that both
builders wanted the same thing—a good house—but the wise builder took time to
dig down and set a foundation on rock, while the foolish builder hastily built on sand.
The key difference wasn't in the appearance of the houses, but in their invisible
foundations. Pastor Mike emphasizes that both houses faced the same storms, rains,
and floods, contradicting the false gospel that following Jesus means a problem-free
life.

The crucial message is that it's not enough to hear Jesus' teachings or be amazed by
them—we must obey them. Pastor Mike notes that the crowds were amazed by
Jesus' authority, but being amazed isn't sufficient. Building on the rock requires both
listening to Jesus' teachings and following them. Pastor Mike concludes by
challenging listeners to identify one thing the Holy Spirit is prompting them to do in
obedience to build their lives on the solid foundation of Christ.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss Your Word today, we thank You for the
wisdom found in Jesus' teachings. Open our hearts to understand what it means to
build our lives on the solid foundation of Christ. Help us to be not just hearers of Your
Word but doers as well. May Your Holy Spirit guide our conversation and reveal to
each of us one specific area where we need to move from simply admiring Your
teachings to actually obeying them. We ask that this time together would
strengthen our foundations so we can withstand whatever storms come our way. In
Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the most memorable house or building you've ever visited, and what made it
stand out to you?

Key Verses
e Matthew 7:24-29
e Luke 6:46-49



Questions

1.

Pastor Mike pointed out that the same storms hit both houses (Matthew 7:25 &
27). See also John 16:33. How do these statements by Jesus challenge the idea
that following Jesus means we won't face difficulties?

What area of your life might be built on sand rather than rock? Where might
you be hearing Jesus' words but not fully putting them into practice?

A building’s foundation is unseen but crucial. What are some invisible aspects
of our spiritual foundation that matter most? What aspects of your spiritual
life are more about appearance than substance?

How might busyness lead us to build on sand instead of taking time to
establish a proper foundation?

Read Philippians 1.20-24. Pastor Mike shared a personal story about realizing
that “the worst thing that could happen would be the greatest day of my life.”
What does this perspective reveal about having a solid foundation?

Read James 1:22-25 What is one area where you feel the Holy Spirit might be
prompting you to move from hearing and being amazed (Matthew 7:28) to
actually obeying? What's one practical step you can take this week toward
obedience in that area?

Read Matthew 5:16. How might our obedience to Christ's teachings serve as a
witness to others during difficult times?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific teaching of Jesus that you've heard many times but
haven't fully put into practice. It might be forgiving someone who hurt you, being
generous with your resources, speaking truth in love, or prioritizing time with God.
Write down this teaching and one concrete step you can take to obey it. Each
morning, pray for the strength to follow through, and each evening, reflect on how
you did. Remember that building on the rock isn't about perfection but about
consistent obedience. Share your experience with at least one person in the group
next time you meet.

Key Takeaways

Both the wise and foolish builders face the same storms—following Jesus
doesn't exempt us from life's difficulties.

The difference between building on rock versus sand is invisible from the
outside but makes all the difference when storms come.

Being amazed by Jesus' teachings isn't enough—we must obey them to build
our lives on a solid foundation.

True security comes not from avoiding storms but from having a foundation
that can withstand them.

If the worst thing that could happen to you would actually be the greatest day
of your life (meeting Jesus), you have built on the rock.



Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your clear teaching about building our lives on the solid
foundation of Your Word. We confess that too often we've been content to hear Your
teachings, be amazed by them, but then walk away unchanged. Forgive us for the
times we've chosen the quick and easy path of building on sand. Holy Spirit, continue
to speak to each of us about specific areas where we need to move from hearing to
obeying. Give us courage to dig deep and build our lives on the bedrock of
obedience to Christ. When storms come—and we know they will—may our lives
stand firm as a testimony to Your faithfulness. Help us to remember that our ultimate
security isn't found in avoiding difficulties but in being firmly established in You. We
pray this in the name of Jesus, our Cornerstone, amen.
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