
5-Day Devotional 
Story Time, Part 5, 09.21.25 
 
Day 1: 
Entrusted with Purpose 
 
Devotional 
God has entrusted each of us with gifts, abilities, and resources. Like the servants in 
Jesus' parable, we've been given different measures according to our unique design 
and purpose. Some may have received five bags of silver, others two, and some 
one—but each gift comes with responsibility. What's fascinating about this parable is 
that the master doesn't judge the servants based on how much they returned, but 
on their faithfulness with what they were given. The servants with five and two bags 
both doubled their investment and received identical praise. It wasn't about the 
amount; it was about their stewardship. Too often, we compare our gifts to others or 
feel inadequate because we perceive we have less. But God's economy doesn't work 
that way. He doesn't expect us all to produce the same results—He expects us to be 
faithful with whatever He's entrusted to us. Today, take inventory of what God has 
given you. Your talents, your resources, your relationships, your opportunities—these 
aren't random; they're purposeful investments from your Creator. How might you 
begin to invest them more intentionally for His kingdom? 
 
Bible Verse 
Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a 
long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he 
was gone. He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and one 
bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on his 
trip. - Matthew 25:14-15, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What gifts, abilities, or resources has God entrusted to you that you might be 
undervaluing or not fully investing for His kingdom? 
 
Prayer 
Father, thank You for entrusting me with gifts and abilities uniquely designed for me. 
Help me recognize these treasures and give me courage to invest them faithfully. 
Remove any comparison or insecurity that holds me back from fully embracing what 
You've given me. May I steward well what You've entrusted to me. Amen. 
 
 

 



Day 2: 
Overcoming the Paralysis of Fear 
 
Devotional 
Fear can be paralyzing. In this parable, the third servant allowed fear to dictate his 
actions—or rather, his inaction. "I was afraid," he admitted. His perception of the 
master as harsh and demanding led him to bury his talent rather than risk losing it. 
How often do we do the same? We hesitate to step out in faith because we're afraid 
of failure, rejection, or disappointment. We might even mischaracterize God as a 
harsh taskmaster waiting for us to make a mistake, rather than a loving Father who 
delights in our growth. The tragedy of the third servant wasn't that he had less to 
begin with—it was that fear kept him from participating in his master's joy. While the 
other servants experienced the thrill of risk, reward, and recognition, he remained 
stuck in a self-imposed prison of safety. God doesn't call us to play it safe. He invites 
us into a life of faith that requires stepping beyond our comfort zones. When we 
allow fear to control us, we miss the adventure and joy that comes from trusting God 
with our gifts and abilities. 
 
Bible Verse 
Then the servant with the one bag of silver came and said, “Master, I knew you were 
a harsh man, harvesting crops you didn’t plant and gathering crops you didn’t 
cultivate. I was afraid I would lose your money, so I hid it in the earth. Look, here is 
your money back.”  - Matthew 25:24-25, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What specific fear is holding you back from fully investing your gifts and talents for 
God's kingdom? 
 
Prayer 
Lord, I confess that fear often holds me back from fully trusting You. Forgive me for 
the times I've buried what You've given me instead of investing it boldly. Replace my 
fear with faith and my anxiety with confidence in Your goodness. Help me to see You 
as the loving Father You truly are, not as a harsh master. Give me courage to step out 
in faith today. Amen. 
 
 

 



Day 3: 
Faith That Takes Risks 
 
Devotional 
The Christian life was never meant to be safe. Throughout Scripture, we see God 
calling people to step out in faith—Noah building an ark, Abraham leaving his 
homeland, Moses confronting Pharaoh, David facing Goliath. Each story involves risk, 
uncertainty, and complete dependence on God. In this parable, the two faithful 
servants took risks with their master's money. They could have lost everything, but 
they trusted their master's character and invested boldly. Their risk led to reward, not 
just financially but in experiencing their master's joy. God often leads us to places 
where we have no choice but to trust Him completely. These moments of faith and 
risk aren't punishment—they're opportunities for growth and deeper relationship 
with Him. When we step out in faith, investing what He's given us despite 
uncertainty, we discover a joy that playing it safe could never provide. Think about 
the most meaningful moments in your life. Chances are, they involved some element 
of risk—a relationship, a career move, a ministry opportunity. God delights in our 
faith-filled risks, not because He needs our achievements, but because He desires 
our trust. 
 
Bible Verse 
The master was full of praise. “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more 
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!”  - Matthew 25:21, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What is God asking you to risk right now that would require greater faith and trust in 
Him? 
 
Prayer 
Heavenly Father, thank You for the invitation to live by faith, not by sight. Forgive me 
for the times I've chosen safety over surrender. Give me courage to take holy risks for 
Your kingdom, knowing that You are trustworthy even when the outcome is 
uncertain. Help me to find joy in the journey of faith, not just in the results. May I 
experience the thrill of trusting You completely. Amen. 
 
 

 



Day 4: 
Living for Something Bigger 
 
Devotional 
Christianity isn't just about personal salvation—it's about participation in God's 
kingdom work. Many of us begin our faith journey focused primarily on what God 
can do for us: forgiveness, heaven, peace, purpose. But as we grow, we discover that 
we were saved for something bigger than ourselves. In this parable, the master 
entrusted his servants with resources not for their personal enjoyment, but to 
advance his interests while he was away. Similarly, God has gifted us not merely for 
our benefit, but to participate in building His kingdom. This shift from self-focused to 
kingdom-focused living transforms how we view everything—our time, our 
resources, our relationships, our work. Suddenly, everyday decisions become 
opportunities to invest in eternal purposes. The question changes from "What can 
God do for me?" to "How can I participate in what God is doing?" When we embrace 
this kingdom perspective, we find a deeper joy and purpose than self-focused 
Christianity could ever provide. We were designed for this—to build and be part of 
God's kingdom work in the world. 
 
Bible Verse 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you 
everything you need. Matthew 6:33, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
In what areas of your life might God be calling you to shift from a self-focused to a 
kingdom-focused perspective? 
 
Prayer 
God, thank You for inviting me into Your kingdom work. Forgive me for the times I've 
made my faith primarily about myself. Open my eyes to see the bigger picture of 
what You're doing in the world and how I can participate. Help me to invest my 
life—my time, talents, and resources—in things that matter eternally. May I find joy in 
building Your kingdom rather than my own. Amen. 
 
 

 



Day 5: 
The Joy of Faithful Service 
 
Devotional 
"Let’s celebrate together!" These words, spoken to the faithful servants in the parable, 
reveal something profound about God's heart. He doesn't just want our service—He 
wants us to experience His joy. The faithful servants weren't merely rewarded with 
more responsibility; they were invited into a deeper relationship with their master. 
They got to share in his happiness, his celebration, his delight. This is the ultimate 
reward of faithful stewardship—intimacy with God and participation in His joy. Too 
often we view Christian service as duty or obligation, missing the joy that comes from 
faithful investment of our gifts. But God designed us to find fulfillment in using what 
He's given us for His purposes. There's a unique satisfaction that comes from living in 
alignment with our design. One day, we will all stand before God to give an account 
of how we've invested what He entrusted to us. What greater reward could there be 
than to hear those words: "Well done, my good and faithful servant... Let’s celebrate 
together"? This is the culmination of a life well-lived—not just receiving God's 
approval, but experiencing the fullness of His joy. 
 
Bible Verse 
The master was full of praise, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have 
been faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more 
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together!” - Matthew 25:21, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
How might your perspective on serving God change if you viewed it primarily as an 
invitation to share in His joy rather than fulfill an obligation? 
 
Prayer 
Father, thank You for the invitation to share in Your joy. Forgive me for the times I've 
viewed service to You as a burden rather than a privilege. Help me to see that using 
my gifts for Your kingdom isn't just about duty—it's about delight. As I faithfully 
invest what You've given me, may I experience the joy that comes from partnership 
with You. And one day, by Your grace, may I hear those words: "Well done, good and 
faithful servant." Amen. 
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