5-Day Devotional
Story Time, Part 6, 09.28.25

Day 1:
The Invitation

Devotional

In the Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids, Jesus begins with a simple fact: all ten women
received an invitation to the wedding. They all responded positively. They all showed
up at the appointed place. From the outside, they all appeared to be equally
prepared and equally committed. How often do we find ourselves in a similar
position? We've accepted the invitation to follow Christ. We attend church. We
identify as Christians. But Jesus wants us to understand that merely accepting the
invitation isn't enough. The difference between the wise and foolish bridesmaids
wasn't in their invitation or initial response—it was in their preparation for the long
haul. God extends His invitation to everyone. He desires that all would come to know
Him and experience eternal life. But accepting that invitation is just the beginning of
our journey with Him. The wise bridesmaids understood something crucial: the
bridegroom might be delayed, and they needed to be prepared for whatever came.
Today, consider the invitation Christ has extended to you. Have you merely accepted
it, or are you actively preparing for a lifetime of relationship with Him? The invitation
is precious, but our response must go beyond a simple 'yes' to include ongoing
preparation and commitment.

Bible Verse
Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. - Matthew 25:1, NLT

Reflection Question

How has your response to Christ's invitation evolved beyond your initial acceptance?
What steps are you taking to deepen your relationship with Him beyond simply
identifying as a Christian?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank you for inviting me into relationship with you. Help me to see that
your invitation requires more than just my initial acceptance. Guide me in preparing
my heart daily to walk with you, not just for today but for the long journey ahead.
Amen.



Day 2:
The Unexpected Delay

Devotional

Waiting is perhaps one of the hardest spiritual disciplines. In the parable, all ten
bridesmaids—both wise and foolish—fell asleep during the unexpected delay of the
bridegroom. This detail is significant because it shows that even the most prepared
believers may grow weary in waiting. The difference wasn't in their drowsiness but in
their preparation before the drowsiness set in. The wise had extra oil; they were
prepared for the long wait even if they couldn't stay alert every moment. In our walk
with Christ, we will face seasons of waiting. Times when God seems delayed
according to our timetable. Times when our spiritual alertness may dim. The
guestion isn't whether these times will come—they will—but whether we've built a
deep enough reservoir of relationship with Christ to sustain us through them. Jesus
has been "delayed" for 2,000 years since His promise to return. Many have grown
drowsy in their expectation. But those who continue to cultivate a genuine
relationship with Him—filling their lamps with the oil of intimacy, prayer, and
obedience—will be ready whenever He appears, even if they've momentarily dozed
off in their waiting.

Bible Verse
When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.
- Matthew 25:5, NLT

Reflection Question

What practices or habits help you maintain your relationship with Christ during
seasons when God seems silent or distant? How can you prepare now for future
times of spiritual dryness?

Prayer

Father, forgive me for the times I've grown impatient or drowsy in waiting for You.
Help me to use even the waiting times to deepen my relationship with You. Give me
wisdom to prepare my heart now for the times when waiting becomes difficult.
Amen.



Day 3:
The Non-Transferable Relationship

Devotional

One of the most sobering moments in the parable comes when the foolish
bridesmaids ask to borrow oil from the wise ones. The response is telling: "No, there
will not be enough for us and for you." This isn't about selfishness—it's about the
fundamental truth that a relationship with Christ cannot be borrowed, inherited, or
transferred. Your grandmother's faith, your pastor's devotion, your spouse's
commitment—none of these can substitute for your own personal relationship with
Jesus. In our interconnected world, we're accustomed to sharing almost everything.
We share resources, information, and experiences. But when it comes to our spiritual
lives, some things simply cannot be shared. The oil that keeps our lamps
burning—our personal devotion, our intimate knowledge of God, our daily
surrender—must be our own. This is both a challenge and a comfort. A challenge
because it places responsibility squarely on our shoulders. A comfort because it
means our relationship with Christ is uniquely ours—personal, intimate, and direct.
No one can take it from us, and no one else's spiritual deficiency can diminish it.

Bible Verse

Then the five foolish ones asked the others, “Please give us some of your oil because
our lamps are going out.” But the others replied, “We don't have enough for all of us.
Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.” But while they were gone to buy oil, the
bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was locked. - Matthew 25:8-10, NLT

Reflection Question

In what ways might you be relying on someone else's spiritual "oil" rather than
developing your own relationship with Christ? What step can you take today to
deepen your personal connection with Jesus?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, help me to develop my own authentic relationship with You. Guard me
against the temptation to rely on the faith of others instead of nurturing my own.
Thank You that You desire a personal relationship with me that no one else can
provide or take away. Amen.



Day 4:
The Closed Door

Devotional

Perhaps the most chilling words in the parable are these: "And the door was locked."
These five simple words carry profound weight. They remind us that there will come
a moment—whether at Christ's return or at the end of our lives—when opportunity
ends. The time for preparation will be over. This isn't meant to frighten us but to
awaken us to the reality that our choices today have eternal consequences. The
foolish bridesmaids didn't take their preparation seriously until it was too late. When
they finally returned with oil, they faced a closed door and the devastating words, "
don't know you." The good news is that right now, the door remains open. Today is
still the day of opportunity. This very moment, we can deepen our relationship with
Christ, fill our lamps with the oil of intimacy with Him, and ensure we're ready when
He comes. The closed door in the parable isn't about God's unwillingness to welcome
us—it's about the reality that preparation cannot be postponed indefinitely. The time
to know Christ and be known by Him is now, while the door of opportunity remains
open.

Bible Verse

Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, “Lord!
Lord! Open the door for us!” But he called back, “Believe me, | don't know you!”

- Matthew 25:11-12, NLT

Reflection Question

If you were to face Jesus today, would He know you as someone who has been
actively pursuing relationship with Him? What might need to change in your daily
life to ensure you're truly known by Him?

Prayer

Heavenly Father, the thought of a closed door sobers me. Thank You that today the
door remains open. Help me to live with urgency in developing my relationship with
You, not out of fear, but out of love and desire to be known by You. May | never hear
those words, "l don't know you." Amen.



Day 5:
The Daily Relationship

Devotional

What exactly is the "oil" that the wise bridesmaids possessed? After exploring the
parable deeply, we can see that it represents an active, ongoing relationship with
Jesus Christ. Not a one-time decision, not a religious affiliation, but a daily walking
with Him. This relationship isn't complicated, but it is intentional. It's acknowledging
Jesus when we wake up in the morning. It's seeing Him through our day. It's
reflecting on His goodness as we lay our heads on our pillows at night. It's making
our entire life a prayer to God. The beautiful thing about this relationship is that it's
not about perfection. The wise bridesmaids weren't perfect—they fell asleep too! But
they had cultivated a relationship that sustained them even through their
imperfections. They had enough oil to keep their lamps burning when it mattered
most. As we conclude this devotional series, the invitation is clear: make your life a
prayer to God. Pursue Jesus daily. Fill your lamp with the oil of intimate relationship
with Him. Then, whether He returns tomorrow or in another thousand years, you'll be
ready to enter the wedding feast with joy.

Bible Verse
So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.
- Matthew 25:13, NLT

Reflection Question

What practical steps can you take to make your entire life "a prayer to God"? How
might viewing your relationship with Christ as a daily journey rather than a
destination change your approach to faith?

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for desiring relationship with me. Help me to see that following You
isn't about a moment but about a lifetime of moments with You. May my life become
a continuous prayer to You—acknowledging You, thanking You, seeking You in all
things. Keep my lamp filled with the oil of intimacy with You, so that whenever You
come, I'll be ready. Amen.
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