Discussion Guide
Story Time, Part 6, 09.28.25

Summary

In this sermon titled "Stay Ready," Pastor John explores Jesus' parable of the ten
bridesmaids from Matthew 25. The parable describes how five wise bridesmaids
brought extra oil for their lamps while five foolish ones did not, resulting in the foolish
ones being locked out of the wedding feast when the bridegroom arrived late. Pastor
John explains that the oil represents our relationship with Christ - not just salvation
at a single moment, but an ongoing, active relationship that keeps us prepared for
Jesus' return. He emphasizes that spiritual preparedness cannot be transferred from
one person to another, and that Jesus wants us to live each day ready for His return,
which could come at any time. The sermon concludes with a reminder that while
there will come a point when it's too late, right now is always the right time to
establish or renew our relationship with Christ.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss the importance of staying ready for Your
return, we ask that You open our hearts and minds to Your message. Help us to
honestly examine our relationship with You and reveal to us any areas where we
might be unprepared. May our time together deepen our understanding of what it
means to have our lamps filled with the oil of Your presence. Guide our conversation
and help each person here to receive exactly what You want them to learn today. In
Jesus' name, amen.

Ice Breaker
If you were going on a trip tomorrow and had to pack in a hurry, what's one item you
would almost certainly forget to bring?

Key Verses
e Matthew 25:1-13
e Matthew 24:42-44

Questions

1. In the parable, what do you think the oil represents in our spiritual lives?

2. All ten bridesmaids received invitations (Matthew 25:1) and all ten fell asleep
(Matthew 25:5). What does this tell us about the nature of waiting for Christ's
return? See also 2 Peter 3:9.

3. Why do you think the wise bridesmaids couldn't share their oil with the foolish
ones? What spiritual principle does this illustrate? See Romans 10:9-10.



The sermon emphasized that spiritual preparedness is not transferable. How
might this affect how we think about our family members' or friends' faith
journeys?

What does it mean to have an "active relationship with Christ" in your daily
life? What practical habits help maintain this relationship? Read 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18 and John 14:15..

Do you agree or disagree that being ready for Christ's return is the best way to
live our life? Why or why not?

What are some ways we might be distracted or complacent in our spiritual
lives, similar to the foolish bridesmaids? Read 1John 2:15-17 and Matthew
24:37-41.

How does the urgency of Christ's return impact how you approach your faith
today? Has this sermon changed your perspective? See John 9:4 and
Matthew 24.:42-44.

What practical steps can you take to make your entire life "a prayer to God"?
How might viewing your relationship with Christ as a daily journey rather than
a destination change your approach to faith?

Life Application

This week, commit to making your life "a prayer to God" as mentioned in the sermon.
Each morning when you wake up, acknowledge Christ's presence and invite Him
into your day. Throughout the day, practice awareness of His presence in ordinary
moments. Each evening before sleep, reflect on where you saw God working and
how you responded to Him. Keep a small journal of these reflections to track your
growing relationship with Christ. Remember, staying ready isn't about perfection but
about maintaining an active, ongoing relationship with Jesus.

Key Takeaways

Being prepared for Christ's return is about maintaining an active, ongoing
relationship with Him, not just a one-time salvation experience.

Spiritual preparedness cannot be transferred from one person to another -
each person must have their own relationship with Christ.

We don't know when Christ will return, but we are called to live each day ready
for that moment.

The "oil" in our lamps represents our salvation, our good works, our knowledge
of God's Word, and most importantly, our relationship with Jesus.

Living ready for Christ's return is the best way to live our lives, regardless of
when He comes.



Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your loving warning about the importance of staying ready
for Your return. We acknowledge that we sometimes become distracted or
complacent in our relationship with You. Forgive us for the times we've neglected to
keep oil in our lamps. Help us to live each day with an awareness of Your presence
and the possibility of Your return. Fill us with Your Holy Spirit so that our lives become
a continuous prayer to You. May we not just know about You, but truly know You in a
deep, personal relationship that transforms how we live. When You come again or
call us home, may we be found ready, with lamps burning brightly. In Your precious
name we pray, amen.
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