
5-Day Devotional 
God’s Heart, Our Mission, Part 1, 10.19.25 
 
Day 1: 
Behind Locked Doors 
 
Devotional 
Have you ever felt so afraid that you just wanted to hide? The disciples knew this 
feeling intimately. After witnessing Jesus' brutal crucifixion, they huddled together 
behind locked doors in Jerusalem, paralyzed by fear. They had heard whispers of an 
empty tomb, but terror still gripped their hearts. Would they be next to face 
persecution? We all have our locked doors - those places we retreat to when life feels 
overwhelming. Maybe it's the comfort of our routines, the safety of familiar 
relationships, or simply avoiding difficult conversations. Fear has a way of making us 
want to hide from the very world God calls us to engage. But here's what's beautiful 
about this story: Jesus didn't wait for the disciples to unlock their doors and come to 
Him. He came to them, right where they were, in their fear and uncertainty. 
Sometimes we think we need to have it all together before we can encounter God, 
but Jesus meets us in our locked rooms of anxiety, doubt, and worry. The disciples' 
fear was understandable - they had just watched their leader die a horrific death. Yet 
even in their terror, they stayed together. There's something powerful about 
community during our darkest moments. When we're tempted to isolate ourselves 
completely, God often uses others to remind us we're not alone. Your locked doors 
might look different from the disciples', but Jesus sees them all the same. He knows 
about the fears that keep you awake at night, the anxieties that make you want to 
withdraw, and the uncertainties that feel too big to face. And just like He did with His 
frightened followers, He's coming to meet you right where you are. 
 
Bible Verse 
That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they 
were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! 
“Peace be with you,” he said. - John 20:19, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What "locked doors" in your life might be keeping you from experiencing God's 
presence and peace? 
 
Prayer 
Jesus, thank You that You don't wait for me to have it all together before You come to 
me. Help me recognize the ways fear keeps me hiding, and give me courage to trust 
that You're with me even in my most anxious moments. Amen.  



Day 2: 
The Gift of Peace 
 
Devotional 
When Jesus appeared to His terrified disciples, His first words weren't "Why are you 
hiding?" or "You should have more faith." Instead, He offered them something they 
desperately needed: peace. But this wasn't just any peace - it was shalom, the 
Hebrew word meaning complete well-being and the fulfillment of all God's promises. 
Think about what the disciples had just experienced. Their world had been turned 
upside down. The man they believed was the Messiah had been brutally executed. 
Their hopes had been shattered, and their future felt uncertain. In that moment of 
chaos and confusion, Jesus offered them the one thing that could calm their hearts: 
His peace. This peace wasn't dependent on their circumstances changing. The same 
religious leaders who had crucified Jesus were still in power. The disciples were still in 
danger. Nothing about their external situation had improved. Yet Jesus could offer 
them genuine peace because something fundamental had changed - His sacrifice 
was complete. When Jesus showed them His wounds, He was demonstrating that 
the barrier between a holy God and sinful humanity had been removed forever. His 
scars weren't just proof of His identity; they were evidence of His love. Every mark on 
His body represented the price He paid to bridge the gap between us and God. This 
is the peace available to you today. Not a peace that depends on perfect 
circumstances, but a peace rooted in the finished work of Christ. When anxiety 
threatens to overwhelm you, when relationships feel strained, when the future 
seems uncertain, remember that Jesus has already done everything necessary to 
secure your relationship with God. His peace isn't just a feeling - it's a reality based on 
His completed sacrifice. 
 
Bible Verse 
That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they 
were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! 
“Peace be with you,” he said. - John 20:19, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
How might experiencing Christ's peace change the way you respond to current 
anxieties or uncertainties in your life? 
 
Prayer 
Prince of Peace, thank You that Your peace isn't dependent on my circumstances 
but on Your finished work. Help me rest in the reality that You have already done 
everything necessary to secure my relationship with You. Fill my heart with Your 
shalom today. Amen. 

 



Day 3: 
From Fear to Mission 
 
Devotional 
Something remarkable happened when the disciples encountered the risen Jesus. 
Their fear transformed into joy, but Jesus didn't let them stay in that comfortable 
moment of celebration. Instead, He gave them a mission that would change 
everything: "As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you." Imagine the irony of 
this moment. These disciples were hiding behind locked doors because they were 
afraid of the very world Jesus was now sending them into. They had just experienced 
the trauma of watching their leader die, and now He was asking them to go out and 
potentially face the same fate. Yet this commission reveals something beautiful 
about God's heart - He doesn't want His love to stay locked away in safe spaces. Jesus 
could have told them to stay put, to build a nice community where they could 
worship together in safety. Instead, He sent them out because the world desperately 
needed what they had experienced. The same peace, hope, and transformation they 
had received was meant to be shared with others who were still living in fear and 
darkness. This same calling extends to us today. God doesn't save us just so we can 
enjoy a personal relationship with Him in isolation. He rescues us so we can 
participate in His mission of reaching others. This doesn't mean we all need to 
become missionaries in foreign countries, but it does mean we're all called to be 
witnesses right where we are. The beautiful thing is that Jesus doesn't send us out 
empty-handed or in our own strength. Just as He equipped the disciples with His 
Spirit, He equips us with everything we need to be His representatives in the world. 
Our mission field might be our workplace, our neighborhood, our family, or our 
community - but wherever we are, we're sent ones. 
 
Bible Verses 
Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.”  ​
- John 20:21, NLT 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. - Acts 1:8, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What would it look like for you to embrace being "sent" into your current 
circumstances and relationships? 
 
Prayer 



Lord Jesus, help me see that You haven't just saved me for my own benefit, but 
You've called me to be part of Your mission in the world. Give me courage to step out 
of my comfort zones and be Your witness wherever You've placed me. Amen. 
 

 



Day 4: 
The Breath of New Life 
 
Devotional 
After commissioning His disciples, Jesus did something extraordinary - He breathed 
on them. This wasn't just a symbolic gesture; it was the giving of new life. The same 
divine breath that filled Adam's lungs for the very first time was now filling these 
fearful followers with the Holy Spirit. This moment connects us back to the very 
beginning of creation, when God formed man from the dust and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life. Now, in this upper room, Jesus was creating something 
new again - not just individual believers, but a community empowered by His Spirit 
to continue His mission in the world. The transformation was immediate and 
profound. These same disciples who had been hiding in fear would soon be boldly 
proclaiming the gospel in the streets of Jerusalem. Peter, who had denied Jesus 
three times, would stand before the same religious leaders who had crucified his 
Lord and declare that he could not stop speaking about what he had seen and 
heard. This same Spirit lives in every believer today. You don't need special training or 
advanced degrees to be a witness for Christ. Being a witness simply means sharing 
what you know to be true about how Jesus has changed your life. It's about the 
difference between who you were before Christ and who you are now. The Holy Spirit 
within you is not passive - He compels you to share, to reach out, to participate in 
God's mission. This isn't about pressure or guilt; it's about the natural overflow of a life 
that has been touched by God's love. When you truly experience the peace and 
transformation that comes from knowing Jesus, it becomes impossible to keep it to 
yourself. Just as those first disciples couldn't stop telling about everything they had 
seen and heard, the Spirit in you wants to testify to God's goodness in your life. 
 
Bible Verses 
Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” - John 20:22, NLT 
 
But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than 
him? We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.”                        
- Acts 4:19-20, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
How has Jesus changed your life in ways that you simply cannot help but share with 
others? 
 
Prayer 
Holy Spirit, thank You for breathing new life into me. Help me recognize the ways 
You've transformed my heart and give me boldness to share my story with others. 



May I be so filled with Your presence that I cannot help but speak of what You've 
done. Amen. 

 



Day 5: 
Beyond Our Imagination 
 
Devotional 
What started with a handful of terrified disciples hiding behind locked doors has 
become a global movement that has touched billions of lives. This is the power of 
God working through ordinary people who are willing to step out in faith and 
participate in His mission. Consider the ripple effect of that first moment when Jesus 
breathed on His disciples. Those fearful followers became bold witnesses who 
planted churches, wrote letters that became Scripture, and laid the foundation for a 
faith that would spread to every corner of the earth. They had no idea that their 
simple obedience would have such a far-reaching impact. The same is true for us 
today. When we respond to the Holy Spirit's prompting to share our faith, support 
missions, or serve others, we often can't see the full picture of what God is doing. A 
simple conversation might plant a seed that grows into salvation. A financial gift 
might provide the only meal a starving child receives. An act of kindness might be 
the demonstration of God's love someone desperately needs. God can do more than 
we can think or imagine when we capture His heartbeat for missions. This doesn't 
mean we all need to move to foreign countries or become full-time ministers. It 
means we recognize that wherever we are, we're part of something much bigger 
than ourselves. Our daily witness, our generous giving, our acts of service - they all 
contribute to God's grand plan of redemption. The disciples couldn't have imagined 
that their story would still be encouraging believers two thousand years later. 
Similarly, you may never know the full impact of your faithfulness on this side of 
heaven. But you can trust that when you participate in God's mission - whether 
through your words, your actions, or your giving - He multiplies your efforts in ways 
that surpass your wildest dreams. God's heartbeat is for the whole world to know His 
love, and He invites you to be part of that incredible story. 
 
Bible Verses 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. - Matthew 28:19, NLT 
 
God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well 
to serve one another. - 1 Peter 4:10, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What step of faith is God calling you to take today to participate more fully in His 
mission, even if you can't see the full picture of how He might use it? 
 
Prayer 



Heavenly Father, thank You that You can do more than I can think or imagine. Help 
me trust that my small acts of obedience can have eternal impact. Give me courage 
to step out in faith and participate wholeheartedly in Your mission to reach the world 
with Your love. Amen.  
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