Discussion Guide
God'’s Heart, Our Mission, Part 1, 10.19.25

Summary

Pastor John's sermon focuses on the heartbeat of God for missions, drawing from
John 20:19 where Jesus appears to his fearful disciples on Easter evening. The
disciples were locked in a room, afraid of persecution, when Jesus suddenly
appeared and said “Peace be with you.” After showing them his wounds and filling
them with joy, Jesus commissioned them with the pivotal words: “As the Father has
sent me, so | am sending you.” He then breathed on them to receive the Holy Spirit,
giving them power to be witnesses.

The sermon emphasizes that missions aren't complicated - we simply need to be
witnesses, sharing what our lives were like before Christ and what they are like now.
The pastor celebrates what God has done through the church, including reaching
one million meals packed with Meals from the Heartland, and challenges the
congregation that as the church today, we cannot sit behind locked doors thinking
it's someone else's job. God's heartbeat is missions, and He sends us out into the
world through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You this morning with grateful hearts, ready to
learn from Your Word. We ask that You open our hearts and minds to receive what
You want to teach us today through this discussion. Help us to be receptive to Your
Holy Spirit's leading and to see how You want to work in and through our lives. Give
us ears to hear, eyes to see, and hearts that are willing to be transformed by Your
truth. We pray that our time together would bring glory to Your name and draw us
closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
If you could have any superpower for just one day, what would it be and what would
you do with it?

Key Verses
e John 20:19-22
e Acts 4:20
e Actsl8



Questions

1.

The disciples were locked in a room because they were afraid (John 20:19).
What are some “locked doors” in our own lives that might prevent us from
sharing our faith or serving others?

Jesus said, “Peace be with you” twice to his disciples (John 20:19, 21). Why do
you think this message of peace was so important for them to hear, and how
does it apply to us today?

What does it mean to you that Jesus said, “As the Father has sent me, so |l am
sending you” (John 20:21)? How does this commissioning apply to your daily
life?

The pastor mentioned that being a witness simply means sharing what your
life was like before Christ and what it's like now. What would your witness story
sound like?

In the passage of John 20:22 Jesus breathed on the disciples and said “receive
the Holy Spirit.” Read Acts 1:8 and Acts 4:31 and discuss how the Holy Spirit
empowers us and gives us boldness for mission work today?

The pastor said we've made sharing our faith “way too hard.” What are some
simple ways we can be witnesses in our everyday interactions? What would it
look like for you to embrace being "sent" into your current circumstances and
relationships?

Life Application

This week, identify one person in your life who doesn't know Jesus or could use
encouragement. Pray for an opportunity to share your story with them - not a
complicated theological argument, but simply what your life was like before
knowing Christ and what it's like now. Look for ways to serve others through your
actions and words, allowing the Holy Spirit to work through you as a witness
wherever you are.

Key Takeaways

Jesus appeared to his fearful disciples and commissioned them with “As the
Father has sent me, so | am sending you”

Being a witness is simply sharing what your life was like before Christ and
what it's like now

The Holy Spirit empowers us to go from fear to boldness in sharing our faith
Missions is the heartbeat of God, and we are called to participate in reaching
the world

We cannot sit behind locked doors thinking it's someone else's job - we are all
sent out as witnesses



Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for appearing to Your disciples and commissioning them to go
into the world. Thank You for that same commission that applies to us today. We pray
that You would breathe on us afresh with Your Holy Spirit, giving us boldness to step
out from behind our own locked doors of fear and comfort. Help us to be faithful
witnesses wherever You place us, sharing our stories and serving others with love.
May we catch Your heartbeat for missions and be willing vessels for Your work in this
world. Give us eyes to see the needs around us and hearts that respond with
compassion and action. We commit to being Your hands and feet this week. In Your
precious name we pray, Amen.
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