Discussion Guide
God'’s Heart, Our Mission, Part 2, 10.26.25

Summary

Pastor John shares the dramatic story of Jesus healing a demon-possessed man
from Luke 8, emphasizing how Jesus values every individual, even those society
rejects. The man, who lived naked among tombs and was possessed by a “Legion” of
demons, was completely transformed when Jesus cast out the demons into a herd of
2,000 pigs. While the townspeople begged Jesus to leave due to their economic loss,
the healed man begged to go with Jesus. Instead, Jesus sent him back to share his
testimony with his family and friends. He didn't stop there and was compelled to
take his story throughout the Decapolis. This story illustrates that God never wastes
our experiences and will use our personal stories to reach others. The sermon
connects to the church's mission work, particularly the partnership with Hope
Ministries, showing how Jesus calls us to value and reach everyone in our
communities.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today, we ask that You would open our
hearts and minds to what You want to teach us through Your Word. Help us to be
receptive to Your Spirit's leading and to see how You want to use our own stories and
experiences to reach others. Lord, prepare us to be Your hands and feet in this world,
just as Jesus was. May we leave here today with a renewed passion for the mission
You have given us. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the most unusual or unexpected place you've ever had a meaningful
conversation with someone?

Key Verses
e Luke 8:26-39
e John 20:21

Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus made the specific trip across the lake to reach just one
demon-possessed man (Luke 8:26-27)?
2. How do you think the townspeople's reaction to Jesus (begging Him to leave
in Luke 8:37) reflects how some people respond to God's work in their lives
today?



3. The healed man begged to go with Jesus, but Jesus told him to go back and
tell his family what God had done (Luke 8:38-39). Why do you think Jesus
made this choice?

4. Pastor John mentioned that everyone saw the same facts but had different
interpretations of what happened. How does this apply to how people view
Jesus today?

5. What does it mean that “God never wastes your story”? Read 2 Corinthians
1:3-4 and Romans 8:28. How has God used your experiences or struggles in life
to help others?

6. The man didn't know much theology or scripture, but he shared what Jesus
had done for him. How does this encourage you in sharing your faith?

7. Jesus valued the one person that society had rejected. Who are the outcasts in
our community that we should be reaching out to, whether that is through
volunteering, giving, serving, or simply telling our story?

8. How can we change the narrative when people have negative views about
Jesus or Christianity?

Life Application

This week, look for your “one person” - someone God has placed in your path who
needs to hear about what Jesus has done in your life. It might be a neighbor,
coworker, or someone you encounter in your daily routine. Don't worry about having
all the theological answers; simply share your personal story of how Jesus has
changed your life, just like the healed man did in the ten towns.

Key Takeaways
e Jesus values every individual, even those society rejects or fears
e GCod never wastes our pain or experiences - He uses them to help others
e We don't need extensive biblical knowledge to share our faith - we just need
to tell what Jesus has done for us
Jesus calls us to reach everyone in our communities
Our personal stories have the power to change people's narratives about Jesus

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for this powerful reminder that You see and value every
person, especially those who feel forgotten or rejected by society. Help us to have
Your heart for the lost and hurting around us. Give us courage to share our stories of
what You've done in our lives, even when we don't feel qualified or equipped. Show
us our “one person” this week and help us to be faithful witnesses of Your love and
transformation. May we never be too busy to stop for the one, just as You did. Use our
church and our partnership with ministries like Hope Ministries to continue reaching
the least of these in our commmunity. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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