5-Day Devotional
Story Time, Part 8, 10.12.25

Day 1:
The Gate at Your Doorstep

Devotional

Every day, we pass by countless people - some visible, some invisible to our hurried
lives. In Jesus' parable, a rich man lived in luxury while Lazarus suffered right at his
gate. The rich man wasn't necessarily evil; he simply didn't see. He was so focused on
his own comfort that he became blind to the need literally at his doorstep. This isn't
just about money or social status. It's about awareness and compassion. God places
people in our path daily - the lonely coworker, the struggling neighbor, the
overwhelmed parent at school pickup. Sometimes our “Lazarus” is our own family
member who needs encouragement, or a friend going through a difficult season.
The beautiful truth is that when we open our eyes to see others, we discover that
blessing them often blesses us even more. God doesn't call us to fix everyone's
problems, but He does call us to notice, to care, and to respond with His love. Today,
ask God to help you see with His eyes. Who is at your gate?

Bible Verse

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This
made the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating
with such sinful people—even eating with them! - Luke 15:1-2, NLT

Reflection Question
Who in your daily life might be your “Lazarus” - someone God has placed in your
path who needs compassion, attention, or care that you might be overlooking?

Prayer

Lord, open my eyes to see the people You've placed around me. Help me to notice
those who are hurting, lonely, or in need. Give me a heart of compassion and the
courage to reach out with Your love. Amen.



Day 2:
The Meaning Behind the Name

Devotional

Lazarus - a name that means “God has helped me” or “God is my help.” At first
glance, this seems almost cruel. Here was a man covered in sores, begging for scraps,
seemingly forgotten by everyone. Where was God's help? But names in Scripture
often point to deeper truths. Lazarus' name wasn't a mockery - it was a prophecy.
While the world saw only his suffering, God saw his heart. While others passed by,
angels were preparing to carry him home. His help wasn't absent; it was eternal.
Sometimes we find ourselves in seasons where God's help feels distant. We pray, we
wait, we wonder if He sees our struggles. But God's timeline isn't always our timeline,
and His help doesn't always look like we expect. For Lazarus, help came not in earthly
comfort, but in eternal glory. Your name might not mean “God is my help,” but if you
belong to Jesus, that's your identity. In your hardest moments, when you feel
forgotten or overlooked, remember: God sees you, God knows you, and His help is on
the way - sometimes in this life, always in eternity.

Bible Verses
e At his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus who was covered with sores.
- Luke 16:20, NLT
e God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.
- Psalm 46:1, NLT

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life do you need to trust that God's help is present, even when
you can't see it or feel it right now?

Prayer

Father, when | feel forgotten or overlooked, remind me that You see me and know
my struggles. Help me trust in Your perfect timing and Your eternal perspective. You
are my help, even when | can't see it. Amen.



Day 3:
The Great Reversal

Devotional

Death changed everything. The man who had longed for scraps found himself at the
heavenly banquet. The one who had lived in luxury found himself in torment. This
wasn't about good people versus bad people - it was about hearts that were open to
God versus hearts that were closed. Lazarus, despite his suffering, maintained faith.
His name declared “God is my help” even when help seemed absent. The rich man,
despite his blessings, lived as if God didn't exist. He had everything except the one
thing that mattered most - a relationship with his Creator. This great reversal
reminds us that earthly circumstances don't determine eternal destiny. Some of the
most faithful people face the greatest struggles, while some who seem blessed live
far from God. What matters isn't what we have, but who we trust. The beautiful
promise for believers is that our current struggles are temporary, but our future glory
is eternal. Every tear will be wiped away, every hurt will be healed, and every longing
will be satisfied. The one who hungered for scraps now feasts at the King's table.
That's the hope we carry through every difficult day.

Bible Verses

e Finally, the poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside
Abraham at the heavenly banquet. The rich man also died and was buried, and
he went to the place of the dead. There, in torment, he saw Abraham in the far
distance with Lazarus at his side. - Luke 16:22-23, NLT

e He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or
sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.
- Revelation 21:4, NLT

e For our present troubles are small and won't last very long. Yet they produce
for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!
- 2 Corinthians 417, NLT

Reflection Question
How does knowing that God sees your heart and your faith, regardless of your
current circumstances, change how you face today's challenges?

Prayer

Lord, help me remember that my current circumstances don't define my eternal
destiny. When life is hard, remind me that You see my heart and that my hope is in
You, not in earthly things. Thank You for the promise of eternal joy. Amen.



Day 4:
The Uncrossable Chasm

Devotional

The most sobering part of this parable is Abraham's words: there's a great chasm
that cannot be crossed. Once we die, our eternal destination is fixed. This isn't meant
to frighten us, but to awaken us to the urgency and importance of our choices today.
The rich man's desperate pleas couldn't change his situation. No amount of regret,
no promises of future good behavior, no bargaining could bridge that gap. This
reality underscores the incredible gift of today - right now, while we're alive, we can
choose. We can turn to God, accept His forgiveness, and secure our eternal future.
But here's the encouraging truth: God doesn't want anyone to perish. He's provided a
bridge across that chasm through Jesus Christ. What we cannot do for ourselves -
earn heaven or escape hell - Jesus has already done for us. The cross bridges the gap
between our sin and God's holiness. Today is the day of salvation. Today is when we
can choose life. Today is when we can help others find the bridge that leads to
eternal life. The chasm is real, but so is the cross that spans it.

Bible Verse
And besides, there is a great chasm separating us. No one can cross over to you from
here, and no one can cross over to us from there. - Luke 16:26, NLT

Reflection Question
Knowing that today is the day of salvation and that eternity is real, how should this
truth impact the way you live and the conversations you have with others?

Prayer

God, thank You for providing Jesus as the bridge between earth and heaven. Help
me live with eternal perspective, making choices that honor You. Give me boldness
to share this hope with others while there's still time. Amen.



Day 5:
The Power of God's Word

Devotional

Abraham's final words in the parable are haunting: “If they won't listen to Moses and
the prophets, they won't be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.” This
statement proved prophetic - when Jesus actually rose from the dead, many still
refused to believe. The rich man thought a miracle would convince his brothers, but
Abraham pointed to something more powerful: God's Word. Scripture has the power
to transform hearts, reveal truth, and point us to salvation. It doesn't need to be
dressed up with spectacular signs - it carries its own divine authority. This challenges
our modern tendency to seek dramatic experiences over simple faith in God's
promises. We want burning bushes and parted seas, but God often speaks through
His written Word. Every page points to Jesus, every promise reveals His character,
every story shows His love. The most incredible miracle isn't someone rising from the
dead - it's God's Word taking root in a human heart and producing eternal life. When
we read Scripture, we're not just reading ancient text; we're encountering the living
God who still speaks today. His Word is alive, powerful, and sufficient to lead us home.

Bible Verses

e But Abraham said, Moses and the prophets have warned them. Your brothers
can read what they wrote. - Luke 16:29, NLT

e For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest
two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow.
It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires. - Hebrews 4:12, NLT

e For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new
life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.
-1 Peter 1:23, NLT

Reflection Question
How can you cultivate a deeper appreciation for God's Word as His primary way of
speaking to you, rather than always seeking dramatic signs or experiences?

Prayer

Father, help me treasure Your Word as the powerful, living truth it is. Open my heart
to hear You speak through Scripture. Give me faith to trust Your promises even when
| don't see miraculous signs. Your Word is enough. Amen.
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