Discussion Guide
Story Time, Part 8, 10.12.25

Summary

Pastor John shares the parable of the rich man and Lazarus from Luke 16, a
challenging story about two men with vastly different earthly circumstances who
end up in opposite eternal destinations. The rich man lived in luxury every day,
dressed in expensive purple and fine linen, while Lazarus, a poor beggar covered in
sores, lay at his gate longing for scraps from the rich man's table. When both men
died, Lazarus was carried by angels to heaven to sit beside Abraham, while the rich
man went to hell where he experienced torment. From his place of suffering, the rich
man could see Lazarus with Abraham and begged for relief, but was told there was
an unbridgeable chasm between them. The rich man then pleaded for someone to
warn his five brothers, but Abraham replied that they already had Moses and the
prophets - the scriptures - to guide them, and if they wouldn't listen to God's Word,
they wouldn't be persuaded even if someone rose from the dead.

This parable serves as a warning about the reality of heaven and hell and reminds us
to see the people around us and to recognize the importance of God's Word.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together to study Your Word, we ask that You open
our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today. Help us to see beyond our
own circumstances and comfort zones to truly notice the people You have placed in
our paths. Give us sensitivity to recognize those who need Your love through us, and
grant us the courage to act with compassion and generosity. Lord, may Your Word
come alive in our discussion and transform our hearts to be more like Jesus. We pray
that You would speak to each person here according to their specific needs and
circumstances. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
If you could have any luxury item or experience for just one day, what would it be and
why?

Key Verses
o Luke 16:19-31
Luke 15:1-2

[ )
o Lukelcl4
o Luke 24:13-34

Questions



What strikes you most about the contrast between the rich man and Lazarus
in their earthly lives versus their eternal destinations?

Lazarus’ name means “God is my help.” In what areas of your life do you need
to trust that “God is your help,” even when you can't see it or feel it right now?
See Psalm 46:1.

The rich man knew Lazarus by name, suggesting he was aware of him (Luke
16:24). What does this tell us about seeing versus truly caring for those in need
around us?

Abraham tells the rich man that his brothers have “Moses and the prophets” to
warn them (Luke 16:29). How does this emphasize the importance of Scripture
in our lives?

How can you cultivate a deeper appreciation for God's Word as His primary
way of speaking to you, rather than always seeking dramatic signs or
experiences?

Pastor John shared about initially resisting helping the stranded family but
then being moved by seeing the children. When have you experienced a
similar change of heart?

Read Proverbs 22:9, Philippians 2:4,1John 3:17. What things prevent us from
seeing the Lazarus figures at our own gates - those in need right around us?
Who in your daily life might be your “Lazarus” - someone God has placed in
your path who needs comypassion, attention, or care that you might be
overlooking?

How can we balance being wise and safe while still being generous and
compassionate to those who ask for help?

Life Application

This week, intentionally “look up” from your daily routine and tasks to notice the
people God has placed in your path. Like Heather's hiking experience where she had
to stop looking down at her feet to see the beauty around her, challenge yourself to
pause and truly see those around you - the cashier, server, neighbor, or coworker
who might need encouragement, help, or simply to be acknowledged. Ask God to
show you who your “Lazarus” is and take one concrete action to show His love to that
person.

Key Takeaways

We must develop eyes to truly see and respond to those in need around us,
not just notice them

Scripture is sufficient to point us to salvation - it all points to Jesus and His
sacrifice for us

Wealth and comfort can blind us to the needs of others and our own spiritual
condition



e God calls us to live generously and compassionately, seeing every person as
valuable in His eyes

e There is a real heaven and hell, and our eternal destination matters more than
our earthly circumstances

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for this powerful reminder through the parable of the rich man
and Lazarus. Help us to never become so comfortable or busy that we fail to see the
people You've placed at our gates. Give us hearts of compassion and hands ready to
serve. We're grateful that through Your death and resurrection, we can have
assurance of eternal life with You. Help us to treasure Your Word and let it guide our
daily decisions. May we live generously, love deeply, and always remember that every
person we encounter is precious to You. Transform our hearts to be more like Yours,
and use us to be Your hands and feet in this world. In Your holy name we pray, Amen.
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