5-Day Devotional
God'’s Heart, Our Mission, Part 3, 11.02.25

Day 1:
Designer Religion vs. God's Design

Devotional

Have you ever wished you could customize your faith like ordering a coffee? Extra
grace, hold the conviction, light on the sacrifice? We live in a world that celebrates
personalized everything, so it's tempting to want a faith that fits our preferences
perfectly. Jonah thought he knew better than God. When called to preach to
Nineveh, he didn't just hesitate—he ran in the opposite direction. His rebellion wasn't
born from fear but from his desire to control who deserved God's mercy. Jonah
wanted a designer religion where he could pick and choose who was worthy of
salvation. But God's love doesn't work that way. His compassion extends beyond our
comfort zones, reaching people we might consider unworthy or unreachable. The
Ninevites were Israel's enemies—cruel, violent, and polytheistic. Yet God saw their
potential for repentance and transformation. When we try to redesign Christianity to
match our preferences, we miss the beautiful complexity of God's character. His love
is both just and merciful, both holy and compassionate. We can't have the comfort of
His grace without accepting the challenge of His call to love others as He does. True
faith isn't about making God fit our mold; it's about allowing Him to reshape us into
His image. This means embracing His heart for all people, even those we struggle to
love. It means trusting His wisdom when His ways don't align with our natural
inclinations.

Bible Verse
Jesus told him, “l am the way, the truth, and the life. Not one can come to the Father
except through me”. - John 14:6, NLT

But Jonah got up and went in the opposite direction to get away from the Lord. He
went down to the port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. He
bought a ticket and went on board, hoping to escape from the Lord by sailing to
Tarshish. - Jonah 1:3, NLT

The Lorp gave another message to Jeremiah. He said, “Go down to the potter’s shop,
and | will speak to you there.” So | did as he told me and found the potter working at
his wheel. But the jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so he
crushed it into a lump of clay again and started over. Then the Lorp gave me this
message:“O Israel, can | not do to you as this potter has done to his clay? As the clay
is in the potter's hand, so are you in my hand. - Jeremiah 18:1-6, NLT



Reflection Question

In what ways have you tried to customize your faith to avoid the uncomfortable
aspects of following Jesus, and how might God be calling you to embrace His full
design for your life?

Prayer

Lord, forgive me for the times I've tried to make You fit my preferences rather than
allowing You to transform my heart. Help me embrace Your complete design for my
life, even when it challenges my comfort zone. Give me Your heart for all people,
especially those | find difficult to love.



Day 2:
Running From God's Call

Devotional

GPS technology has made getting lost almost impossible, yet we still sometimes
choose to go the wrong direction. Jonah had clear directions from God—go to
Nineveh and preach—but he deliberately chose the opposite route to Tarshish. We
might think Jonah was afraid of the violent Ninevites, but his motivation was actually
more troubling. He knew God's character too well. He understood that if he preached
and the people repented, God would show them mercy. Jonah didn't want his
enemies to experience God's forgiveness. How often do we do the same thing? God
impresses something on our hearts—reach out to that difficult neighbor, forgive that
person who hurt us, share our faith with someone who seems unreceptive—and we
find reasons to delay or avoid it altogether. We convince ourselves we know better
than God about timing, methods, or worthiness. But here's the remarkable truth:
even when we run from God's call, He doesn't give up on us or His mission. During
Jonah's disobedience, God still worked miraculously. The pagan sailors witnessed
God's power and began to worship Him. God's purposes aren't dependent on our
perfect obedience, though He desires our willing participation. When we think we
know better than God, we're essentially telling the Creator of the universe that He
hasn't thought things through. It's both arrogant and foolish, yet God's love pursues
us even in our rebellion.

Bible Verse

So he complained to the Lord about it: “Didn’t | say before | left home that you would
do this, Lord? That is why | ran away to Tarshish! | knew that you are a merciful and
compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. You are eager to
turn back from destroying people.” - Jonah 4:2, NLT

But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can
they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear
about him unless someone tells them? - Romans 10:14, NLT

Reflection Question
What is God currently calling you to do that you've been avoiding or delaying, and
what fears or prejudices might be holding you back from obedience?

Prayer
Father, | confess the times I've run from Your calling because | thought | knew better.
Help me trust Your wisdom and timing, even when Your directions don't make sense



to me. Give me courage to obey, knowing that You see the bigger picture | cannot
see.



Day 3:
No God-Free Zones

Devotional

Jonah thought he could escape God's presence by sailing to Tarshish, but he quickly
discovered what David wrote in Psalm 139—there's nowhere we can go to flee from
God's presence. Even in the belly of a great fish, God was there. In our modern world,
we sometimes act as if certain places or situations are "God-free zones." We
compartmentalize our lives, thinking we can keep God in church on Sunday while
living however we want the rest of the week. We imagine that our workplace, our
social media, our private thoughts, or our entertainment choices exist outside of
God's awareness or concern. But God's presence isn't limited by our comfort levels or
convenience. He's not a part-time deity who clocks out when we want to make
guestionable choices. His love, His holiness, and His purposes extend everywhere—
even to the depths of the sea where Jonah found himself. This truth should both
humble and encourage us. It's humbling because we can't hide our failures, our
doubts, or our disobedience from God. But it's encouraging because it means we're
never alone, never beyond His reach, and never outside His ability to redirect our
paths. Even when we mess up and go in the opposite direction of God's will, He can
still use us. The same God who worked through Jonah's disobedience to reach the
sailors can work through our imperfect obedience to accomplish His purposes. Our
failures don't disqualify us from His mission—they remind us of our need for His
grace.

Bible Verse

Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So
now | am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work
through me. - 2 Corinthians 12:9, NLT

| can never escape from your Spirit! | can never get away from your presence!

If | go up to heaven, you are there; if | go down to the grave, you are there.

If I ride the wings of the morning, if | dwell by the farthest oceans,

even there your hand will guide me, and your strength will support me.

| could ask the darkness to hide me and the light around me to become night— but
even in darkness | cannot hide from you. To you the night shines as bright as day.
Darkness and light are the same to you. - Psalm 139:7-12. NLT

Reflection Question
What areas of your life have you been treating as "God-free zones," and how might
acknowledging His presence there change your perspective and actions?



Prayer

Lord, | acknowledge that there is no place | can go where You are not present. Help
me live with the awareness that You see everything and care about every aspect of
my life. Thank You that even in my failures, You can still work through me for Your

glory.



Day 4:
We Are All Missionaries

Devotional

When we hear the word "missionary," we often picture someone in a foreign country
learning a new language and adapting to a different culture. But the truth is simpler
and more challenging: if you follow Jesus, you're already a missionary. Jonah
discovered this when God finally got his attention. He was called to be a missionary
to Nineveh—not because he was particularly gifted at cross-cultural ministry, but
because he belonged to God. His mission wasn't optional; it was part of his identity as
God's servant. The same is true for us. Being a missionary doesn't require a seminary
degree, a passport, or a special calling. It simply requires being a follower of Jesus
who has received a message that needs to be shared. You might not be good at it
initially, and you certainly don't need to be a full-time missionary, but you do have a
role in God's global mission. Your mission field might be your workplace, your
neighborhood, your family, or your school. It might involve supporting others
financially, praying faithfully, or simply living in a way that reflects Christ's love. The
key is recognizing that God has placed you exactly where you are for a purpose.
Jonah's reluctant obedience resulted in the repentance of 120,000 people. Imagine
what could happen if we embraced our missionary identity with enthusiasm rather
than reluctance. God doesn't need our perfection; He needs our availability. He can
do more than we think or imagine when we simply make ourselves available to His
purposes.

Bible Verse
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to
accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. - Ephesians 3:20, NLT

Then | heard the Lord asking, “Whom should | send as a messenger to this people?
Who will go for us?” | said, “Here | am. Send me.” - Isaiah 6:8, NLT

Reflection Question
How can you embrace your identity as a missionary right where you are, and what
specific steps might God be calling you to take in sharing His love with others?

Prayer

Father, help me see myself as Your missionary, called to share Your love wherever
You've placed me. Give me boldness to speak when You open doors and wisdom to
live in a way that reflects Your character. Use me, even in my imperfection, to reach
others for Your kingdom.



Day 5:
Love the World From Where You Are

Devotional

Jonah's story ends with a powerful question from God: "Shouldn't | care about
Nineveh's 120,000 people like I've cared about you?" It's a question that echoes
through the centuries to reach us today. If God so loved the world, then so should we.
But how do we love the world from where we are? You might live in a small town,
work a regular job, or feel like your sphere of influence is limited. The beauty of God's
design is that He doesn't need you to be somewhere else to make a difference—He
needs you to be faithful where you are. Jonah learned that God's compassion
extends to everyone, even those we consider our enemies or find difficult to love. The
Ninevites were violent, pagan, and cruel, yet God saw their potential for repentance.
He cared about their spiritual darkness and wanted them to experience His light. We
sometimes underestimate the power of one person yielded to God's purposes.
Jonah's reluctant preaching led to a great revival in Nineveh. Your faithful witness in
your corner of the world could impact more lives than you imagine. Loving the world
from where you are might mean praying for unreached people groups, supporting
missionaries financially, showing kindness to difficult neighbors, or simply living with
such authenticity that others are drawn to ask about your hope. It's not about the
size of your platform; it's about the sincerity of your heart. God's love for the world is
not abstract—it's personal, specific, and active. As His followers, we're called to reflect
that same love, starting right where we are.

Bible Verse
“But Nineveh has more than 120,000 people living in spiritual darkness, not to
mention all the animals. Shouldn't | feel sorry for such a great city?” - Jonah 4:11, NLT

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live a
life filled with love, following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself
as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God. - Ephesians 5:1-2, NLT

For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16, NLT

Reflection Question

Looking at your current circumstances and relationships, how is God calling you to
love the world from exactly where you are, and what would it look like to take that
first step?

Prayer



Lord, give me Your heart for the world, starting with the people You've placed in my
life. Help me see opportunities to share Your love through my words, actions, and
prayers. Use me as an instrument of Your peace and hope, right where | am today.
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