
Discussion Guide 
God’s Heart, Our Mission, Part 3, 11.02.25 
 
Summary 
This sermon focuses on the story of Jonah and God's heart for missions to reach all 
people, especially those living in spiritual darkness. Pastor John uses Jonah's 
reluctant journey to Nineveh to illustrate how God calls us to share the gospel with 
everyone, regardless of our personal feelings about them. The message emphasizes 
that if we are followers of Jesus, we are all missionaries called to carry the message 
that Jesus is "the way, the truth, and the life" to the world. The sermon connects this 
biblical truth to the church's current mission work around the world, highlighting 
their upcoming Impact 2025 event where money is raised to support missionaries 
globally. The pastor challenges the congregation to participate in spreading the 
gospel both locally and internationally through prayer, financial support, and 
personal obedience to God's calling. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather together to study Your Word and learn from the story 
of Jonah, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to 
teach us today. Help us to set aside our own preconceptions and biases, and give us 
hearts that are willing to hear Your voice and follow Your leading. Lord, we know that 
sometimes Your calling challenges us to step outside our comfort zones and reach 
people we might not naturally want to reach. Give us the courage and compassion to 
embrace Your heart for all people. Holy Spirit, guide our discussion and help us to 
encourage one another as we explore what it means to be Your missionaries in this 
world. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
If you could travel anywhere in the world for a mission trip or to help people, where 
would you want to go and why? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Jonah 1-4 
●​ John 14:1-6 
●​ Romans 10:13-15 

 
Questions 

1.​ Why do you think Jonah was so reluctant to go to Nineveh (Jonah 1:1-3, 4:1-2)? 
What does this reveal about his heart toward his enemies? 

2.​ Have you ever felt like God was calling you to do something you didn't want to 
do? How did you respond? 



3.​ What does it mean that “salvation comes from the Lord alone” (Jonah 2:9)? 
Read John 14:6.  How should this truth impact our view of missions and 
compel us to share the gospel? 

4.​ Why was Jonah angry when the Ninevites repented (Jonah 4:1-2)? What does 
this teach us about our own attitudes toward certain people groups? 

5.​ The pastor mentioned that if you are a follower of Jesus, you are a missionary. 
How do you feel about that statement? What does it look like in practical 
terms? 

6.​ What are some practical ways we can “love the world” from right where we 
are, even if we're not called to be full-time missionaries overseas? 

 
Life Application 
This week, identify one specific way you can participate in God's mission to reach the 
world. This could be praying regularly for a missionary your church supports, 
sponsoring a child through a Christian organization, giving financially to missions, 
connecting through email to a missionary, or reaching out to someone in your 
community who doesn't know Jesus. Take one concrete step to show that “if God so 
loved the world, then so will I.” 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ If you are a follower of Jesus, you are called to be a missionary - there's no 
choice in the matter 

●​ Jesus is the only way to salvation, making it essential that we share the gospel 
with those living in spiritual darkness 

●​ God's love extends to all people, including those we might consider our 
enemies or those we naturally don't want to reach 

●​ We cannot outrun God or avoid His calling on our lives - He will pursue us until 
we obey 

●​ Even when we have bad attitudes or go reluctantly, God can still use us 
powerfully to reach others for His kingdom 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the powerful lesson from Jonah's story. Help us to have 
hearts like Yours that break for people living in spiritual darkness around the world. 
Forgive us for the times we've been like Jonah, running from Your calling or having 
wrong attitudes toward certain people. Give us the courage to obey when You call us 
to step outside our comfort zones. Whether You're calling us to go across the world 
or across the street, help us to be faithful missionaries who carry Your love and truth 
wherever we are. Bless the missionaries our church supports around the globe, and 
help us to be generous in our prayers and giving to support Your work. May we never 
forget that if You so loved the world, then so should we. Use us this week to be Your 



hands and feet in reaching others with the good news of salvation. In Your precious 
name, Amen. 
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