
Discussion Guide 
Shine Your Light, 11.09.25 
 
Summary 
Pastor John delivers a “conjunction sermon” connecting missions with giving thanks. 
Drawing from Jesus' Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5, he emphasizes that 
followers of Christ are THE salt of the earth and THE light of the world - there is no 
Plan B. Just as salt preserves and enhances flavor, Christians are called to preserve 
and enhance their communities through good deeds. Like light that cannot be 
hidden, believers must shine Christ's love wherever God has placed them. 
 
The message explains that when we do good deeds, the goal isn't to receive thanks 
for ourselves, but so that people will praise our heavenly Father. He shares personal 
examples, including a stranger who offered to take his shopping cart in bad weather, 
demonstrating how simple acts of kindness can point others to God. The message 
connects this calling to the church's mission work, showing how being salt and light 
extends from local neighborhoods to global outreach, all for God's glory rather than 
human recognition. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to discuss Your Word, we ask that You 
open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to 
Your Holy Spirit's leading and to see ourselves clearly as the salt of the earth and light 
of the world that You have called us to be. Give us wisdom to understand how we 
can better reflect Your love in our daily lives, and courage to step into the roles You 
have prepared for us. May our time together draw us closer to You and to one 
another. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What's the most thoughtful or unexpected act of kindness someone has done for 
you recently, even if it was something small? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Matthew 5:13-16 
●​ Ephesians 4:28-29 
●​ Philippians 2:15 

 
Questions 

1.​ What does it mean to you personally that Jesus says you are “THE salt of the 
earth” and “THE light of the world” - not just one of many, but THE salt and 
THE light? (Matthew 5:13-14) 



2.​ Pastor John explained how salt can lose its flavor by attracting impurities from 
the world. (Matthew 5:13) What are some “impurities” or worldly influences 
that might cause us to lose our effectiveness as salt? 

3.​ In Ephesians 4:28-29, Paul tells former thieves to work hard so they can give 
generously, and to use encouraging words instead of harmful ones. How does 
this transformation from negative to positive reflect what it means to be salt 
and light? 

4.​ Jesus said we should do good deeds so that people will praise our heavenly 
Father, not us. Read Matthew 5:16 and 1 Peter 2:12. Why is this distinction 
important, and how can we keep the right motivation when serving others? 

5.​ Pastor John mentioned that wherever we are placed - our workplace, 
neighborhood, school - that's where we're meant to shine. Read Philippians 
2:15 and Ephesians 5:8-9 then discuss how this perspective changes how you 
view your daily environments? 

6.​ The shopping cart story showed how a simple act of kindness made the pastor 
thank God. What are some small, everyday ways we can be light to others that 
might point them toward God? 

7.​ The sermon mentioned that there is “no Plan B” - we are God's only plan for 
being salt and light in the world. (Matthew 5:15) How does this responsibility 
feel to you, and how does it motivate you? 

 
Life Application 
This week, identify one specific person in your regular environment (work, 
neighborhood, school, etc.) who needs to experience God's love through you. 
Commit to one intentional act of kindness or encouragement toward that person, 
with the prayer that they will ultimately give thanks to God rather than to you. Look 
for opportunities to be “properly placed light” in the dark areas of their life. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ As followers of Christ, we are THE salt of the earth and THE light of the world - 
there is no backup plan or alternative strategy 

●​ Salt can lose its effectiveness when it attracts worldly impurities, just as we can 
lose our spiritual impact when we become too absorbed in worldly pursuits 

●​ We are strategically placed by God in specific locations and relationships to 
shine His light into dark places 

●​ Good deeds should be done with the motivation that people will praise our 
heavenly Father, not so we receive recognition 

●​ Simple acts of kindness, like offering to take someone's shopping cart, can 
have profound spiritual impact and point others toward God 

 
Ending Prayer 



Lord Jesus, thank You for calling us to be salt and light in this world. Help us to 
embrace this calling with humility and boldness, knowing that You have placed us 
exactly where we need to be. Give us eyes to see the opportunities around us to 
reflect Your love through simple acts of kindness and service. Keep us from seeking 
our own glory, but help us to live in such a way that others will see our good deeds 
and praise You, our heavenly Father. Strengthen us to be faithful in the small things, 
trusting that You will use even our smallest efforts for Your kingdom purposes. May 
we shine brightly for You this week and always. In Your precious name, Amen. 
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