5-Day Devotional
A Gift to Give, 12.28.25

Day 1:
The Natural Response of Encountering Jesus

Devotional

Have you ever experienced something so incredible that you couldn't help but share
it? Maybe it was a breathtaking sunset, an amazing meal, or wonderful news about a
loved one. When the shepherds encountered the newborn Jesus, their response was
exactly this natural - they simply had to tell others what they had seen. What's
beautiful about their story is that no angel commanded them to become
evangelists. No one handed them a script or gave them training on how to share
their faith. Instead, after witnessing the Christ child, sharing became as natural as
breathing. They had found something so incredible that keeping it to themselves
was impossible. This teaches us something profound about authentic faith sharing.
When we truly encounter Jesus in our own lives, telling others about Him shouldn't
feel forced or awkward. It becomes a natural overflow of what we've experienced.
Just like the shepherds, we find ourselves wanting to share not because we have to,
but because we get to. The shepherds were simple, humble people - not religious
leaders or trained speakers. Yet their genuine excitement about meeting Jesus was
contagious. Their authenticity mattered more than their eloquence. In the same way,
God can use your genuine experience with Him, regardless of how qualified you feel
or how polished your words might be. Today, consider how encountering Jesus has
changed your life. When faith sharing flows from a heart that has truly met the
Savior, it becomes less about having the right words and more about sharing the
right heart.

Bible Verse
After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the
angel had said to them about this child. - Luke 2:17, NLT

Reflection Question
When you think about your own encounter with Jesus, what aspects of that
experience feel so incredible that you naturally want to share them with others?

Prayer

Lord, help me to remember the wonder of first encountering You. Make my faith
sharing flow naturally from a heart that has been touched by Your love. Give me the
same authentic excitement the shepherds had when they met You as a baby. Amen.



Day 2:
The Unlimited Gift of Jesus

Devotional

Imagine having a treasure so valuable that you could give it away completely and still
possess it in full. This seems impossible in our physical world - if you give away your
last dollar, you have no money left. If you share your lunch, you go hungry. But with
Jesus, the rules are completely different. When we share our faith, we're not
depleting our spiritual resources. Instead, we're like someone lighting another
person's candle with our own flame. Both candles burn just as brightly, and the light
in the room has doubled. This is the beautiful mystery of sharing Jesus - you can give
away 100% of Him and still retain 100% of Him. This truth should free us from the fear
that sharing our faith sommehow diminishes what we have. We don't need to hoard
our relationship with Jesus or worry that telling others about Him will leave us with
less. In fact, the opposite often happens. When we share Jesus with others, our own
faith is strengthened and our joy is multiplied. Think about the shepherds again.
After sharing their incredible news about the newborn Savior, they didn't return
home empty-handed or spiritually depleted. Instead, they went back "glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen." Sharing their experience
had actually increased their own sense of wonder and gratitude. This unlimited
nature of Jesus changes everything about how we approach evangelism. We're not
giving something away that we'll miss - we're sharing an inexhaustible gift that only
grows brighter when shared.

Bible Verse

All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these thingsin
her heart and thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel
had told them. - Luke 2:18-20, NLT

Reflection Question
How does knowing that you can give away 100% of Jesus while keeping 100% of Him
change your perspective on sharing your faith with others?

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for being an unlimited gift that never runs out when shared. Help
me to be generous in sharing You with others, knowing that my relationship with
You only grows stronger when | tell others about Your love. Amen.



Day 3:
God Uses Ordinary People

Devotional

In Jesus' time, shepherds were among the lowest members of society, and their
testimony wasn't even accepted in courts of law. Yet God chose these humble
workers to be the first evangelists, the first to share the good news of Jesus' birth
with the world. This choice wasn't an accident or oversight - it was intentional. God's
selection of shepherds reveals something beautiful about how He works. He doesn't
look at our résumeés, our social status, or our perceived qualifications. He simply looks
for willing hearts that have encountered His love. You might feel like you're not
gualified to share your faith. Maybe you think you don't know enough Scripture,
haven't been a Christian long enough, or don't have the right personality for
evangelism. But God's choice of shepherds reminds us that He uses ordinary people
to do extraordinary things. Philip, who shared the gospel with the Ethiopian, wasn't a
trained minister - he was a layperson whose job was distributing food. Yet God used
him powerfully because he was available and willing. You don't need a theology
degree or special training to point someone toward Jesus. You just need a heart that
has been touched by His love. What you have that matters most is your unique story
of how Jesus has worked in your life. No one else can tell your story the way you can.
Your experiences, your struggles, your victories - these are the tools God wants to use
through you to reach others who might be walking a similar path.

Bible Verse

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’'s go
to Bethlehem! Let's see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.” They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the
baby, lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had
happened and what the angel had said to them about this child. - Luke 2:15-17, NLT

So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles should
spend our time teaching the word of God, not running a food program. And so,
brothers, select seven men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and
wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. Then we apostles can spend our time
in prayer and teaching the word.” Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the
following: Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith).
These seven were presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their
hands on them. So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers
greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.
- Acts 6:2-7, NLT



Reflection Question
What aspects of your ordinary life and experiences might God want to use to
connect with and encourage someone else in their faith journey?

Prayer

Father, thank You for choosing to use ordinary people like me to share Your
extraordinary love. Help me to see that my background, experiences, and story are
exactly what You want to use to reach others. Give me confidence in Your ability to
work through me. Amen.



Day 4:
Playing Your Part in God's Story

Devotional

Behind every person who comes to faith in Jesus, there's usually a beautiful chain of
people who played different roles in their spiritual journey. Someone prayed faithfully
for years. Another person showed kindness at just the right moment. Someone else
asked a thoughtful question that got them thinking. Each person played their part in
God's larger story. When Philip encountered the Ethiopian reading Scripture, he
asked a simple question: "Do you understand what you're reading?" Philip didn't try
to orchestrate the entire conversion experience. He simply did his part - offering to
help explain what the man was reading. That one question opened the door for a
life-changing conversation about Jesus. We often put pressure on ourselves to be
responsible for someone's entire spiritual journey. But God rarely calls us to do
everything - He calls us to do our part. Maybe your role is to be the person who shows
consistent kindness. Perhaps you're called to ask thoughtful questions that get
people thinking. Or maybe you're the one who prays faithfully behind the scenes.
Every small act of love, every prayer offered, every moment of genuine care can be a
step that helps someone move closer to Jesus. You might never see the full impact of
your faithfulness, but God sees it all. He's weaving together all these moments and
people to draw hearts to Himself. Instead of feeling overwhelmed by the
responsibility of someone's salvation, we can find freedom in simply being faithful to
do our part. God will use our small steps in ways we may never fully understand this
side of heaven.

Bible Verse

The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” Philip ran
over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” The man replied, “How can |, unless someone
instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him.
The passage of Scripture he had been reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to
the slaughter. And as a lamb is silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth.
He was humiliated and received no justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For
his life was taken from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the prophet
talking about himself or someone else?” So beginning with this same Scripture,
Philip told him the Good News about Jesus. - Acts 8:29-35, NLT

Reflection Question
What might be your unique part in helping someone in your life take their next step

closer to Jesus, and how can you faithfully fulfill that role?

Prayer



Lord, help me to be faithful in playing my part in Your great story of redemption.
Show me the small ways | can love, serve, and point others toward You. Give me
patience to trust Your timing and Your work in people's hearts. Amen.



Day 5:
The Power of Persistent Kindness

Devotional

Sometimes the most powerful evangelism happens not through grand gestures or
perfect presentations, but through consistent, persistent kindness. It's the
accumulation of small moments - holding a door, offering encouragement, showing
genuine interest in someone's life - that often opens hearts to hear about Jesus.
When we think about sharing our faith, we might imagine dramatic conversion
moments or eloquent speeches. But often, God uses something much simpler: our
willingness to be kind and point people toward Jesus in everyday moments. The
beautiful thing about persistent kindness is that it doesn't require special training or
perfect theology. It requires a heart that has been touched by Jesus' love and wants
to share that love with others. When we consistently show Christ's love through our
actions and words, we create a foundation of trust that makes people more open to
hearing about the source of our hope. Behind every person who comes to faith, there
are often multiple people who have been praying and showing God's love in practical
ways. You might be the person who plants a seed, waters it, or helps with the harvest.
Each role is valuable and necessary in God's kingdom work. Don't underestimate the
power of simply being kind and consistently pointing people toward Jesus. Your
faithfulness in small things can have eternal impact in ways you may never fully
know. Like the shepherds who returned home praising God, you too can find joy in
being part of God's incredible work in peoplée's lives.

Bible Verse
Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right
response for everyone. - Colossians 4.6, NLT

In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will
praise your heavenly Father. - Matthew 5:16, NLT

Reflection Question

Who in your life might benefit from your persistent kindness and gentle direction
toward Jesus, and what small step can you take this week to show them Christ's
love?

Prayer

Jesus, fill my heart with Your love so that kindness flows naturally from my life. Help
me to be patient and persistent in showing Your love to others. Use my small acts of
kindness to prepare hearts to receive Your good news. Amen
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