Discussion Guide
A Gift to Give, 12.28.25

Summary

This sermon focuses on how the shepherds responded after witnessing Jesus' birth
by naturally sharing the good news with everyone they encountered. Pastor John
emphasizes that sharing faith should be a natural response to experiencing Jesus,
just like the shepherds who couldn't help but tell others about what they had seen
and heard. He illustrates this through personal stories, including his brother Jim's
cancer journey where multiple people played small but significant roles in pointing
him toward faith. The message encourages believers to see themselves as part of a
larger process of helping people move closer to Jesus, rather than feeling pressure to
complete someone's entire faith journey alone.

Intro Prayer

Father, we thank you for gathering us together today and for the gift of your Son
Jesus. As we come together to discuss your word, we ask that you would open our
hearts and minds to what you want us to learn and apply in our lives. Help us to be
receptive to your Holy Spirit's leading and to see how we can be part of your work in
the lives of those around us. Give us courage to share your love naturally and
authentically. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the best deal or discovery you've ever found that you just had to share with
someone else?

Key Verses
o Luke 2:8-20
e Acts 826-40

Questions

1. Why do you think God chose shepherds, (Luke 2:8-20) who were considered
the lowest in society, to be the first to share the news of Jesus' birth?

2. The pastor mentioned that sharing Jesus is like giving away 100% while still
retaining 100%. How does this concept change your perspective on
evangelism?

3. What are some natural ways we can share our faith without feeling like we
need to have all the answers or complete someone's entire faith journey?

4. Can you think of people who played small but significant roles in your own
faith journey? How did their actions impact you?



5. How can we be more aware of the Holy Spirit's leading in our daily interactions
with others?

6. What fears or hesitations do you have about sharing your faith, and how might
the shepherds' example in Luke 2:17-18 encourage you?

7. The pastor shared stories about people praying for others and being used by
God in small ways. How can we be more intentional about praying for
opportunities to share Jesus?

8. How can we develop eyes to see and ears to hear the people around us who
might be searching for hope or meaning in their lives?

Life Application

This week, pray daily for one specific person in your life who doesn't know Jesus. Ask
God to show you how you can be a positive influence in their life, whether through a
kind act, an encouraging word, or simply being available to listen. Look for natural
opportunities to demonstrate Christ's love through your actions.

Key Takeaways

e Sharing faith should be a natural response to experiencing Jesus, not a forced
obligation

e GCod uses ordinary people in small but significant ways to draw others to
Himself

e We don't need to complete someone's entire faith journey - we just need to do
our part

e Prayer plays a crucial role in preparing hearts and creating opportunities for
ministry

e When we give away Jesus, we still retain 100% of Him - faith multiplies when
shared

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank you for the example of the shepherds who couldn't help but share
the good news of your birth. Help us to have that same natural desire to share you
with others. Give us eyes to see the people around us who need your hope and love.
Use us as instruments of your grace, whether in small acts of kindness or in
opportunities to share your gospel. Help us to trust that you are already at work in
people's lives and that we can be part of your amazing plan. Give us boldness to step
out in faith and share your love with those you place in our path. In your precious
name we pray, Amen.
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