Discussion Guide
Destined for Christmas, 11.30.25

Summary

Pastor Jeremy explores how Christmas was always God's plan from the beginning,
not a reaction to sin. He traces the promise of a Savior from Genesis 3:15 through
centuries of prophecy and preparation, culminating in Jesus' birth. The sermon
emphasizes that Christmas represents the fulfillment of God's eternal plan of
redemption, showing His faithfulness through the promise, the waiting period, and
the ultimate fulfillment in Christ. The congregation is challenged to make this
Christmas different by focusing on the heart of the season rather than just the
external celebrations.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and reflect on the
incredible gift of Christmas, we ask that You open our hearts and minds to what You
want to teach us. Help us to see beyond the busyness and decorations of the season
to the true meaning of Your love demonstrated through Jesus. Prepare our hearts to
receive what You have for us in this time together, and may we be transformed by
Your truth. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's your favorite Christmas tradition from your childhood, and do you still
practice it today?

Key Verses

Genesis 3:1-15
Isaiah 714
Isaiah 9:6
Isaiah 53:5-6
John 1:.9-14
Galatians 4:4-5

Questions

1. How does knowing that Christmas was God's plan from the beginning, as seen
in Genesis 3:1-15, (not Plan B) change your perspective on the Christmas story?

2. Jeremy mentioned that “even in the silence, God is at work.” How have you
experienced God working during times when you felt He was silent in your
life?

3. What does it mean to you that Jesus came as a vulnerable baby (Luke 2:11-12)
rather than in power and glory as we might expect?



4, How have you celebrated Christmas but been distracted from the Savior in the
past? How can you make sure the Savior is the focal point of Christmas for you
this year?

5. What are some ways the Old Testament “puzzle pieces” (prophecies, sacrifices,
etc.) pointed to Jesus? Read Genesis 315, Isaiah 7:14, Isaiah 9:6, and Isaiah
53:.5-6.

6. Jeremy asked, “How is Christmas going to be different this year?” On a heart
level, how do you want this Christmas to be different for you?

7. What does it mean that Jesus is “Emmanuel - God with us” (Isaiah 7:14,
Matthew 1:23) in your daily life?

8. How does understanding God's faithfulness in keeping His promises about
Jesus affect your trust in His other promises?

Life Application

This week, commit to making Christmas different by starting each day with the
Advent devotional readings provided. Take time each morning to connect with God
through His Word and prayer, focusing on the true meaning of Christmas rather than
just the external celebrations. Ask God to help you see Him as your number one
priority during this season.

Key Takeaways

e Christmas was never God's Plan B - it was His eternal plan of redemption from
the very beginning

e GCod is faithful to keep His promises, even when it takes centuries and doesn't
look like what we expect

e Even in times of silence and waiting, God is actively working behind the
scenes

e Jesus came as Emmanuel (God with us) - showing God's desire to dwell with
His creation

e Christmas should impact our hearts, not just be something that happens
around us

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for being the fulfillment of God's eternal promise of
redemption. Help us to make this Christmas season truly different by keeping You at
the center of our celebrations. May we not get so caught up in the busyness of the
season that we miss the wonder of Your love demonstrated through Your birth, life,
death, and resurrection. Draw us closer to You each day as we remember that You
are Emmanuel - God with us. Transform our hearts and help us to share Your love
with others during this special season. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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