Discussion Guide
When Angels Speak, Part 1, 12.07.25

Summary

Pastor John begins a three-week series called “When Angels Speak” by examining
the angel Gabriel's announcement to Mary about Jesus' birth. The message focuses
on Mary's response of listening deeply and obeying God's call. Gabriel tells Mary she
will conceive and give birth to Jesus, the Messiah, through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Despite the overwhelming nature of this announcement, Mary demonstrates
profound faith by pondering God's words and ultimately submitting to His will with
the response “l am the Lord's servant.” The pastor emphasizes two key truths from
the angel's message: God's presence is always with us, and nothing is impossible
with God. Mary's example teaches us to listen intently to God, reflect deeply on His
words, and respond with obedient faith rather than simply reacting to life's
circumstances.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and learn from the
example of Mary, we ask that You open our hearts and minds to what You want to
teach us. Help us to be like Mary - willing to listen deeply, ponder Your truths, and
respond with faithful obedience. Remove any distractions or preconceived notions
that might prevent us from hearing what You have for us today. Give us ears to hear
and hearts ready to receive whatever You want to reveal to us through this time
together. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the most surprising or unexpected news you've ever received, and how did
you initially react to it?

Key Verses
o Luke 1:26-45
e Luke 2:13-20

Questions
1. Why do you think God chose Mary, a young woman from the obscure town of
Nazareth, to be the mother of Jesus rather than someone from a more
prominent family or location? (Luke 1:26-27)
2. The angel told Mary “The Lord is with you” and “Nothing is impossible with
God.” (Luke 1:28 and Luke 1:37, CSB) Which of these truths do you most need to
remember in your current circumstances?



3. Mary's response was to “ponder” or think deeply about what was happening
rather than just react. (Luke 1:29) How can we develop this habit of reflection in
our own lives?

4. What does Mary's response “l am the Lord's servant” (Luke 1:38) teach us about
submission to God's will, even when we don't fully understand His plans?

5. The pastor suggested starting each day by saying, “I am the Lord's servant.”
What would change in your daily life if you truly lived with this attitude?

6. Mary went to visit Elizabeth to see for herself the miracle the angel had
described. (Luke 1:39-45) How important is it to seek confirmation or
encouragement from other believers when God speaks to us?

7. Elizabeth declared Jesus as “my Lord” even before He was born. (Luke 1:43)
What does this teach us about recognizing and acknowledging Jesus' lordship
in our lives?

8. How can we better balance trusting God with our natural desire to be in
control of our own lives?

Life Application

This week, practice starting each morning by saying “l am the Lord's servant” and
asking God how He wants to use you that day. When faced with difficult or confusing
situations, take time to “ponder” like Mary did - step back, reflect, and seek God's
perspective rather than immediately reacting. Look for ways to trust God with
something that seems impossible in your life.

Key Takeaways

e God often chooses ordinary people from ordinary places to accomplish
extraordinary things

e Two essential truths to remember: God's presence is always with us, and
nothing is impossible with God

e Mary's example shows us the importance of listening deeply, pondering God's
words, and responding with faithful obedience

e True submission to God means saying “l am the Lord's servant” and trusting
Him more than we trust ourselves

e The Christmas story demonstrates that God specializes in making the
impossible possible

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the example of Mary and her willingness to trust You
completely. Help us to be like her - ready to listen when You speak, willing to ponder
Your truths deeply, and quick to respond with obedient faith. When life seems
overwhelming or impossible, remind us that You are always with us and that nothing
is impossible with You. Give us the courage to say “l am the Lord's servant” and mean



it with our whole hearts. May we live each day surrendered to Your will, trusting that
Your plans for us are good. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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