
Discussion Guide 
When Angels Speak, Part 2, 12.14.25 
 
Summary 
Pastor John explores the story of Joseph in the nativity account, focusing on how 
God speaks through dreams and calls us to trust Him even when we don't have all 
the pieces of life's puzzle. Joseph faced an impossible situation when Mary told him 
she was pregnant by the Holy Spirit, yet he demonstrated righteousness and 
compassion by planning to divorce her quietly rather than publicly disgrace her. 
When an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, confirming Mary's story and 
instructing him to take her as his wife and name the child Jesus, Joseph responded 
with immediate obedience. The sermon emphasizes that extraordinary things for 
God often begin with simple steps of obedience, even when we can't see the 
complete picture of God's plan. Like Joseph, we're called to trust God's timing and 
take faithful steps forward with the information we have, knowing that God reveals 
His plan piece by piece at the right time. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we come before You this morning grateful for the opportunity to 
gather and learn from Your Word. As we explore the story of Joseph and his 
encounter with Your angel, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to 
what You want to teach us today. Help us to be receptive to Your voice and willing to 
trust You even when we don't understand everything. Give us the courage to take 
steps of obedience like Joseph did, and show us what our next faithful step should 
be. We pray that our time together would draw us closer to You and to one another. 
In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
Have you ever had a dream so vivid that when you woke up, you wondered if it was 
real? What was it about? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Matthew 1:18-25 
●​ Galatians 4:4-5 

 
Questions 

1.​ What do you think it was like for Joseph to hear Mary's news about her 
pregnancy? (Matthew 1:18) How might you have reacted in his situation? 

2.​ The sermon mentions that Joseph was “righteous” but also showed 
“compassion and grace” by planning to divorce Mary quietly. (Matthew 1:19) 
What does this reveal about his character? 



3.​ Why do you think God allowed a gap in time between speaking to Mary and 
speaking to Joseph? (Matthew 1:19-20) What might Joseph’s experience and 
Galatians 4:4-5 teach us about God's timing? 

4.​ Pastor John talks about life being like a puzzle where we don't have all the 
pieces. Can you share a time when you had to trust God without seeing the 
whole picture? 

5.​ What does it mean that Jesus came to “save his people from their sins”? 
(Matthew 1:21) Why is this central to the Christmas message? 

6.​ The sermon emphasizes that “extraordinary things done for God are often the 
result of simple steps of obedience.” What might a simple step of obedience 
look like in your life right now? 

7.​ How does Joseph's immediate obedience after his dream found in Matthew 
1:24-25 challenge or encourage you in your own faith journey? 

8.​ What are some ways we can practice trusting God's timing when we want 
Him to move faster or differently than He is? 

 
Life Application 
This week, spend time in prayer asking God to reveal one simple step of obedience 
He wants you to take. It might be encouraging a friend, spending more time in 
devotions, reaching out to someone in need, or another act of faithfulness. Don't wait 
for the complete picture - just take that one faithful step and trust God with the 
results. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ Joseph demonstrated both righteousness and compassion, showing us how 
to respond with grace even in difficult circumstances 

●​ God reveals His plan piece by piece at the right time - we don't need to see the 
whole puzzle to take faithful steps 

●​ Jesus came to save us from our sins, which is the heart of the Christmas 
message and the gospel 

●​ Extraordinary things for God often begin with simple acts of obedience, not 
grand gestures 

●​ Trusting God means moving forward in faith even when we don't have all the 
answers or support from others 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the example of Joseph, who trusted You even when the 
situation seemed impossible. Help us to have his character - to be righteous yet 
compassionate, obedient yet gracious. We don't always understand Your timing or 
see the complete picture of Your plan, but we choose to trust You. Show us our next 
simple step of obedience and give us the courage to take it. May we live with the 
confidence that You are always working at the right time for our good and Your glory. 



Thank You for coming to save us from our sins and for adopting us as Your children. 
In Your precious name we pray, Amen. 
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