Discussion Guide
Mission: Resolution, Part 1, 01.11.26

Summary

Pastor Jeremy's sermon focuses on making 2026 a year of truly knowing Christ rather
than just self-improvement. Using Colossians 1:9-10 and John 10:2-5, 14-15, he explains
that knowing Jesus isn't about accumulating facts about Him, but developing a
deep, personal relationship. He uses the analogy of sheep knowing their shepherd's
voice to illustrate how believers should recognize and follow Christ's leading.

The pastor emphasizes three key aspects: knowing Christ relationally (not just
intellectually), knowing His voice through Scripture and prayer, and knowing His
direction by trusting and following Him. He shares his personal story of moving from
Oregon to lowa as an example of following God's leading without knowing all the
details. The message concludes with commmunion and a challenge to make 2026
about deepening our relationship with Christ rather than focusing solely on
self-improvement goals.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today, we ask that You would open our
hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to Your voice
and willing to grow in our relationship with You. We pray that through our time
together, You would show us new ways to know You more deeply and personally.
Guide our discussion and help us to encourage one another as we seek to follow You
more closely. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one New Year's resolution you've made in the past that you actually kept, or
one that you gave up on pretty quickly?

Key Verses
e Colossians 1:9-10
e John10:2-5
e John10:14-15

Questions
1. Pastor Jeremy distinguished between knowing facts about Jesus versus
knowing Him personally. How would you describe the difference between
these two types of knowledge?



2. In Colossians 1:9-10, Paul prays for “complete knowledge” (epignosis) of God's
will. What does this deeper, experiential knowledge look like in practical
terms?

3. Jesus said His sheep know His voice and follow Him. (John 10:2-5) What are
some ways we can better learn to recognize God's voice in our daily lives?

4. The pastor shared how he moved from Oregon to lowa without knowing all
the details, just trusting God's leading. Can you share a time when you had to
trust God without having all the answers?

5. How does spending time in Scripture help us distinguish between God's voice
and other voices (our own thoughts, culture, etc.)?

6. The sermon mentioned that “sheep don't need to know the route, they just
need to know the shepherd.” (John 10:3-4) How does this principle apply to the
uncertainties you're facing right now?

7. What's the difference between asking God to bless our plans versus allowing
Him to lead from the front in our lives?

8. Pastor Jeremy suggested that good works are “evidence of salvation, not the
root of salvation.” (Ephesians 2:8-10) How does this perspective change the
way we approach Christian living?

Life Application

This week, commit to spending daily time getting to know Christ more personally.
Whether that's starting a relationship with Him for the first time, establishing a daily
habit of Bible reading and prayer, or asking God to show you something new about
Himself in your existing devotional time. Choose one specific way you'll pursue
knowing Christ more deeply and practice it every day this week.

Key Takeaways

e Knowing Christ is about relationship, not just accumulating facts or
information about Him

e True knowledge of God (epignosis) is experiential and personal, gained
through spending time with Him

e GCood works flow from our relationship with Christ, not as a way to earn His
love

e We learn to recognize God's voice primarily through spending time in His
Word and prayer

e Following Christ means trusting Him to lead even when we don't know all the
details of where He's taking us

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for wanting a personal relationship with each of us. Help us to
move beyond just knowing facts about You to truly knowing You as our Good
Shepherd. Give us ears to hear Your voice and hearts willing to follow where You lead,



even when we can't see the full path ahead. As we go into this new year, may our
greatest resolution be to know You more deeply and personally. Transform us from
the inside out as we walk closely with You. In Your precious name, Amen.
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