5-Day Devotional
Mission: Resolution, Part 3, 01.25.26

Day 1:
Going Through Samaria

Devotional

Have you ever taken the long way around to avoid an uncomfortable situation? Most
of us have. We naturally gravitate toward the familiar, the safe, the socially acceptable
path. But Jesus shows us a different way. When he chose to go through Samaria, he
deliberately entered territory that respectable Jews would avoid. This wasn't just a
geographical decision - it was a kingdom decision. Samaria represented everything
uncomfortable: racial tension, religious differences, and social barriers. Yet Jesus
knew that real ministry happens in these difficult places. He had a divine
appointment with a woman who desperately needed hope, and he wasn't going to
let social conventions keep him from that encounter. Following Christ means we'll
have our own Samaria moments - those times when we're called to step outside our
comfort zones to reach someone who needs Jesus. It might be starting a
conversation with a difficult coworker, serving in an unfamiliar community, or simply
being kind to someone others overlook. These moments feel uncomfortable because
they require us to put aside our self-interest and pursue Christ's interests first. The
beautiful truth is that our Samaria moments aren't accidents - they're divine
appointments. God has strategically placed you in your workplace, neighborhood,
and relationships for a purpose. The question isn't whether you'll encounter
uncomfortable situations, but whether you'll recognize them as opportunities to
make an eternal impact.

Bible Verse

So he left Judea and returned to Galilee. He had to go through Samaria on the way.
Eventually he came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave
to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat
wearily beside the well about noontime. Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw
water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” He was alone at the time
because his disciples had gone into the village to buy some food. The woman was
surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus,
“You are a Jew, and | am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?”
Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who you are speaking to,
you would ask me, and | would give you living water.” - John 4:3-10, NLT



Reflection Question
What “Samaria” situation in your life have you been avoiding, and how might God
want to use you there to impact someone's eternity?

Prayer

Lord, give me courage to go through my own Samaria. Help me see uncomfortable
situations as divine appointments rather than inconveniences. Prepare my heart to
put aside my self-interest and pursue your purposes, even when it's difficult. Amen.



Day 2:
From Resolutions to Goals

Devotional

January gyms are packed with hopeful faces, but by February, they're back to normal
capacity. We've all been there - making grand resolutions only to watch them
crumble within weeks. The statistics are sobering: 68% of us make New Year's
resolutions, but 92% fail by the end of January. There's got to be a better way. The
difference between a resolution and a goal is like the difference between wishing
and planning. A resolution says, “| want to exercise more.” A goal says, “I will jog for 30
minutes, three days a week, starting Monday.” One is a vague hope; the otheris a
specific, timed commitment that creates accountability. This principle applies
powerfully to our spiritual lives and our desire to impact others. Instead of resolving
to “be a better witness,” what if you set a goal to share Jesus with one person outside
the church every week? Instead of hoping to “give more to missions,” what if you
committed to supporting a specific missionary with a set amount each month?
Specificity transforms good intentions into life-changing actions. When we make our
spiritual commitments specific and time-bound, we move from wishful thinking to
purposeful living. God honors our intentional steps of faith, even when they feel small
at first. Remember, the goal isn't perfection - it's progress. Every specific step you
take toward impacting your world matters more than grand resolutions that never
get started.

Bible Verse

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of
faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily
trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this
by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith.

- Hebrews 12:1-3a, NLT

Reflection Question
What specific, time-bound goal could you set this week to move from good
intentions to purposeful action in your spiritual life?

Prayer

Father, help me move beyond vague resolutions to specific, faithful goals. Give me
wisdom to set realistic commitments that honor you and create real change in my
life and the lives of others. Guide my steps as | seek to be intentional about
impacting my world. Amen.



Day 3:
The Power of Your Story

Devotional

What if | told you that you already possess one of the most powerful evangelism tools
available? You don't need a theology degree or years of training. You don't need to
memorize complex arguments or become an expert debater. The tool you have is
simpler and more compelling than any of those things - it's your story. Every person
who has encountered Jesus has a testimony. It might not be dramatic or filled with
miraculous moments, but it's uniquely yours and powerfully authentic. Your
testimony is simply this: what you were like before Jesus, how he came into your life,
and what you're like now. Nobody can argue with your personal experience. The
beauty of sharing your story is its simplicity and authenticity. You're not trying to
convince anyone of complex theological concepts. You're simply saying, “This is what
happened to me.” When you share genuinely about how Christ has changed your
life, you're taking someone from one step to the next step in their spiritual journey.
Many Christians feel afraid to share their faith because they think they need to have
all the answers. But evangelism isn't about having perfect responses to every
guestion - it's about planting seeds and watering. Your story might be the seed that
starts someone's journey toward Jesus, or it might be the water that helps growth
that someone else planted. Don't underestimate the power of your testimony. In a
world full of arguments and debates, your authentic story of transformation carries a
weight that apologetics alone cannot match.

Bible Verse
| planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it
grow. - 1 Corinthians 3:6, NLT

Reflection Question
If you had to share your testimony in three simple sentences (what you were, how
Jesus came in, what you are now), what would you say?

Prayer

Lord, help me see the power and value of my own story. Give me confidence to share
authentically about how you've changed my life. Use my testimony to plant seeds
and water growth in the hearts of those around me. Remove my fear and replace it
with boldness. Amen.



Day 4:
Planting and Watering

Devotional

Baseball players who hit .300 are considered excellent, which means they fail 70% of
the time. Yet they're celebrated as all-stars. This perspective can revolutionize how
we approach sharing our faith. We don't have to hit a home run every time we step
up to the plate - we're simply called to plant and water. Too often, we put pressure on
ourselves to see immediate, dramatic results when we share Jesus with others. We
think every conversation should end with someone praying to receive Christ. But
that's not how God's kingdom typically works. Most of the time, we're part of a longer
process - planting seeds of truth, watering seeds others have planted, or preparing
soil for future harvest. This understanding should free us from the fear that paralyzes
so many believers. When we realize that our role is simply to be faithful in the
moment - to plant or water - the pressure to produce results lifts. God is the one who
gives the increase. Our job is to be available, authentic, and obedient to his leading.
Every kind word, every prayer, every gentle conversation about faith matters
eternally. You might never see the full impact of your faithfulness on this side of
heaven, but that doesn't make it any less significant. The person who plants the seed
is just as important as the person who sees the harvest. So step up to the plate with
confidence. You don't need to hit a home run - just be faithful to plant and water.
God will take care of the growth.

Bible Verse

It's not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. What's
important is that God makes the seed grow. The one who plants and the one who
waters work together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their
own hard work. For we are both God's workers. And you are God'’s field. You are God's
building. - 1 Corinthians 3:7-9, NLT

Reflection Question
How does knowing that you're called to plant and water (not necessarily harvest)
change your approach to sharing faith with others?

Prayer

God, thank you for reminding me that | don't have to produce the results - that's your
job. Help me be faithful to plant seeds and water wherever you place me. Give me
patience to trust your timing and your process in people's lives. Use my small acts of
faithfulness for your eternal purposes. Amen.



Day 5:
What Really Matters

Devotional

Life has a way of filling up with urgent things. Dishes need washing, yards need
tending, snow needs shoveling, and emails need answering. These tasks feel
important because they demand immediate attention, but they can easily crowd out
what's truly important - making an eternal impact in our world. It's easy to get so
caught up in the daily grind that we lose sight of our greater purpose. We can spend
entire days, weeks, even years managing the urgent while neglecting the eternal.
But what if we lived each day with a clear picture of what really matters? Impacting
your world doesn't require you to quit your job or move to another country. It can
happen right where you are, through four simple practices: giving regularly to
support missions (Impact), discovering and using your spiritual gifts (through
Starting Point), connecting with your church community to understand your role in
kingdom work, and sharing your testimony with those around you. The key is
intentionality. When you wake up each morning, remember that you have the
opportunity to make an eternal difference in someone's life. That conversation with
your neighbor, that kindness to a coworker, that prayer for a friend - these moments
matter more than we often realize. Don't let the urgent crowd out the important. Yes,
take care of your responsibilities, but never lose sight of your greater calling. You have
been placed in this world, at this time, in your specific circumstances, to make an
impact that will last forever. That's what really matters.

Bible Verse

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a
harvest of blessing if we don't give up. Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity,
we should do good to everyone—especially to those in the family of faith. - Galatians
6:9-10, NLT

Reflection Question

What “urgent” activities in your daily life might be crowding out opportunities to
make an eternal impact, and how can you create more space for what really
matters?

Prayer

Lord, help me distinguish between what's urgent and what's truly important. Give
me wisdom to manage my daily responsibilities while never losing sight of my
eternal purpose. Show me opportunities each day to make an impact that will last
forever. Keep my heart focused on what really matters. Amen.
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