
Discussion Guide 
Mission: Resolution, Part 3, 01.25.26 
 
Summary 
Pastor Mike delivered a message about making an impact in the world, using Jesus' 
journey through Samaria in John 4 as the foundation. He emphasized that just as 
Jesus “had to go through Samaria” to reach the woman at the well, Christians today 
must be willing to go through uncomfortable or inconvenient situations to impact 
their world. Pastor Mike contrasted New Year's resolutions (which have a 92% failure 
rate) with goal setting (which has a 70% success rate), emphasizing that effective 
goals must be specific and timed. He then presented practical ways Trinity on Fifth 
can impact the world: Impact giving to support missions, discovering and using 
spiritual gifts by participating in Starting Point classes, and sharing personal 
testimonies with others. The pastor shared personal examples of engaging with 
strangers in everyday places like Walmart, and concluded with a powerful story 
about Muhammad, a Bedouin guide he met in the Arabian desert but never got to 
finish sharing the gospel with before Muhammad died in a car accident. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and minds, ready to 
receive what You have for us in this time together. We ask that You would speak to 
each person in this group according to their needs and circumstances. Help us to be 
receptive to Your Holy Spirit's leading and give us courage to step out of our comfort 
zones to make an impact in our world. May our discussion today not just be words, 
but may it transform our hearts and motivate us to action. We pray this in Jesus' 
name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What's one place you visit regularly (like a grocery store, coffee shop, or gym) where 
you tend to see the same people but have never really talked to them? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ John 4:1-10 
●​ 1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

 
Questions 

1.​ Pastor Mike said that if we're going to follow Jesus, we have to “go through 
Samaria.” (John 4:4) What does this mean for us today, and what are some 
modern-day “Samarias” we might need to go through? 



2.​ The sermon mentioned that only 8% of American Christians have ever shared 
their faith with someone. What do you think are the main barriers that keep 
Christians from sharing their faith? 

3.​ Pastor Mike emphasized that we don't have to “hit a home run every time” but 
just help someone take “one step.” How does this perspective change the way 
you think about evangelism? (1 Corinthians 3:6-8) 

4.​ The story of Muhammad deeply impacted Pastor Mike and serves as a daily 
reminder of what's truly important. What experiences or reminders help keep 
you focused on eternal things rather than just daily tasks? 

5.​ Of the ways to impact the world mentioned (Impact giving, using your gifts, 
sharing testimonies), which one feels most natural to you and which one feels 
most challenging? 

6.​ Pastor Mike shared how he intentionally makes eye contact and starts 
conversations with strangers while shopping. What are some practical ways 
you could be more intentional about connecting with people in your daily 
routine? 

7.​ The sermon mentioned that sharing your testimony is “safe” because no one 
can argue with your personal story. What would your testimony sound like in 
simple terms: “I used to be...Jesus came into my life...now I am…”? 

8.​ Read Hebrews 10:24-25 then discuss how we can encourage and support each 
other as a small group in making an impact in our world, especially when it 
feels uncomfortable or scary? 

 
Life Application 
This week, set one specific and timed goal related to impacting your world. Whether 
it's giving to Impact missions, signing up for Starting Point, using your gifts to make 
a difference to someone, or sharing your testimony with one person, choose 
something concrete and put a timeframe on it. Remember: make it specific and 
timed for the best chance of success. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ Following Jesus requires going through uncomfortable “Samarias” - doing the 
difficult, inconvenient things to reach others 

●​ Goal setting (specific and timed) is far more effective than making resolutions, 
with a 70% success rate versus 8% for resolutions 

●​ We don't need to “hit home runs” in evangelism - we just need to help people 
take one step forward by sharing our testimony 

●​ There are some practical ways to impact the world: Impact giving, discovering 
and using your gifts, and sharing personal testimonies 

●​ Every believer has a testimony that no one can argue with - what you used to 
be, how Jesus changed you, and what you are now 

 



Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the reminder that You had to go through Samaria to reach 
one woman, and that You call us to go through our own Samarias to reach others. 
Give us courage to step out of our comfort zones and make an impact in our world. 
Help us to be faithful in the goals we've set today, whether it's giving, discovering or 
using our gifts, or sharing our testimonies. May we remember that we don't have to 
be perfect or have all the answers - we just need to share what You've done in our 
lives. Use us this week to plant seeds and water the ground You've prepared in the 
hearts of those around us. We pray this in Your precious name, Amen. 
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