
Discussion Guide 
Unshakeable Joy, Part 3, 02.15.26 
 
 
Summary 
Pastor John preaches from Philippians 2:12-15, NLT about working hard to show the 
results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. He emphasizes 
that while we cannot earn salvation (it's a gift from God), we must actively pursue 
spiritual growth through a “long obedience in the same direction.” Using personal 
illustrations including mountain climbing and helping someone change a tire, he 
explains that Christians must set the goal of pleasing God and consistently move 
toward it. The key insight is that as we work toward spiritual maturity, God 
simultaneously works within us, providing both the desire and power to live 
according to His will. This partnership with God enables believers to shine as bright 
lights in a dark world, standing out through their Christ-like character and actions. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we thank You for bringing us together today to study Your Word. As 
we dive into this passage from Philippians, we ask that You would open our hearts 
and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to Your Spirit's 
leading and to see how we can apply these truths to our daily lives. Give us wisdom 
to understand what it means to work out our salvation while trusting completely in 
Your grace. We surrender our own agendas and ask that You speak to each person 
here according to their specific needs. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What's the most challenging physical goal you've ever set for yourself (like running a 
race, climbing a mountain, learning a sport), and did you achieve it? What kept you 
motivated? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Philippians 2:12-15 
●​ Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
Questions 

1.​ What does it mean to “work hard to show the results of your salvation” 
(Philippians 2:12) when we know salvation is a gift from God? 

2.​ What are some practical ways to show the results of our salvation mentioned 
in Philippians 2:12? 

3.​ Pastor John mentioned Eugene Peterson's book A Long Obedience in the 
Same Direction. How does this apply to our spiritual journey? 



4.​ What role do other people play in helping us stay focused on our spiritual 
goals, as illustrated in Pastor John's mountain climbing story? 

5.​ How does understanding that God is working within us (Philippians 2:13) 
change our approach to spiritual growth and serving others? 

6.​ Can you share a time when you felt God was working in you and giving you 
the desire or power to do something you wouldn't normally do? 

7.​ How can Christians “shine like bright lights in a world full of crooked and 
perverse people” (Philippians 2:15) without being judgmental or 
self-righteous? 

 
Life Application 
This week, identify one specific area where you want to grow spiritually (such as 
prayer, Bible reading, serving others, or showing kindness). Set a concrete goal and 
ask God to give you both the desire and power to pursue it. Find one person who can 
encourage you in this goal, and look for opportunities to “shine brightly” by serving 
someone else without expecting anything in return. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ Salvation is a gift from God that cannot be earned, but we must actively work 
out our faith through spiritual disciplines and obedience 

●​ Spiritual growth is “a long obedience in the same direction” - it requires 
consistent effort and perseverance over time 

●​ God works within believers, providing both the desire and power to live 
according to His will 

●​ Christians are called to shine as bright lights in the world through their 
Christ-like character and actions 

●​ We need community and accountability to help us stay focused on our 
spiritual goals and continue growing in faith 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the reminder that our salvation is secure in You, not based 
on our performance, but on Your grace. Help us to work out our faith with reverence 
and awe, knowing that You are working within us. Give us the desire and power to 
live lives that please You and shine brightly in this world. When we face challenges or 
want to give up, remind us that this is a long journey and You are with us every step 
of the way. Help us to encourage one another and to be Your hands and feet to those 
around us. May our lives be a testimony of Your love and grace. In Your precious 
name we pray, Amen. 
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