
5-Day Devotional 
Unshakeable Joy, Part 4, 02.22.26 
 
Day 1:​
The Impressive Resume 
 
Devotional 
We live in a world obsessed with credentials. LinkedIn profiles, college degrees, job 
titles, and achievements define our worth in society's eyes. Paul understood this 
pressure intimately. He had an impressive resume - circumcised on the eighth day, 
from the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews, and a Pharisee. In today's terms, 
he was like someone who graduated from Harvard, was born into royalty, and 
achieved elite status all at once. Yet Paul made a radical declaration that challenges 
our achievement-driven culture. He considered all these accomplishments worthless 
compared to knowing Christ. This doesn't mean our achievements are evil or 
meaningless in themselves. Rather, it's about recognizing their true value when 
placed next to the infinite worth of a relationship with Jesus. Many of us carry the 
weight of trying to prove ourselves worthy - to God, to others, to ourselves. We think 
our good deeds, church attendance, or moral behavior somehow earns us points 
with God. But Paul's example shows us that even the most impressive spiritual 
resume falls short. The relief in this truth is profound: you don't have to earn your way 
to God's grace. 
 
Bible Verse 
I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless 
because of what Christ has done. Yes, everything else is worthless when compared 
with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded 
everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ and become 
one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness through obeying the law; 
rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right 
with himself depends on faith. - Philippians 3:7-9, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What achievements or credentials do you find yourself relying on for your sense of 
worth, and how might God be calling you to hold them more loosely? 
 
Prayer 
God, help me see that my worth comes not from what I've accomplished, but from 
who I am in You. Free me from the burden of trying to earn Your love through my 
achievements. 
 



Day 2:​
Relationship Over Rules 
 
Devotional 
Religion often gets reduced to a checklist - attend church, read your Bible, pray daily, 
be good. While these practices have value, they can become traps when we treat 
them as requirements to earn God's favor rather than ways to deepen our 
relationship with Him. Paul discovered something revolutionary: Christianity isn't 
about following rules to impress God. It's about pursuing a relationship with Him. 
This changes everything. Instead of approaching God with anxiety about whether 
we've done enough, we can approach Him with the excitement of getting to know 
someone we love. Think about your closest relationships. They didn't develop 
through obligation or duty, but through time spent together, conversations, shared 
experiences, and genuine care. Your relationship with God works the same way. He's 
not keeping score of your spiritual performance; He's inviting you into friendship. This 
shift from performance to relationship brings incredible freedom. You don't have to 
be perfect to spend time with God. You don't need to clean up your act before 
coming to Him. He wants to know you as you are, right now, this moment. The goal 
isn't to impress Him with your spiritual achievements but simply to know Him better 
each day. 
 
Bible Verse​
How changed are my ambitions! Now I long to know Christ and the power shown by 
his resurrection: now I long to share his sufferings, even to die as he dies, so that I 
may perhaps attain as he did, the resurrection from the dead. - Philippians 3:10-11, PHI 
 
Reflection Question 
In what ways have you been treating your faith more like a set of rules to follow 
rather than a relationship to pursue? 
 
Prayer 
Lord, transform my heart from rule-following to relationship-pursuing. Help me see 
that You desire my friendship, not just my obedience. 
 

 



Day 3:​
Grace Over Performance 
 
Devotional 
We're wired to believe that we must earn what we receive. From childhood, we learn 
that good behavior gets rewards and bad behavior brings consequences. This 
mindset often carries into our relationship with God, making us think we must 
perform well enough to deserve His love and acceptance. But God's grace operates 
on an entirely different system. Paul discovered that righteousness - being right with 
God - comes not through perfect performance but through faith in Christ. This 
means the righteousness that covers our sins is simply given by God when we 
receive Jesus as our Savior. That's it. No additional requirements, no performance 
standards to meet. This truth can be hard to accept because it seems too good to be 
true. We want to contribute something, to feel like we've earned our place. But grace 
means admitting we can't earn it - and that's actually the most liberating truth we'll 
ever encounter. When we truly grasp grace, it changes how we approach each day. 
Instead of waking up wondering if we'll be good enough for God today, we wake up 
knowing we're already accepted. Instead of trying to impress Him, we can simply 
enjoy Him. This doesn't make us careless about sin; it makes us grateful enough to 
want to live differently. 
 
Bible Verse 
God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is 
a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none 
of us can boast about it. - Ephesians 2:8-9, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What areas of your life are you still trying to earn God's approval in, rather than 
resting in His grace? 
 
Prayer 
Father, help me truly believe that Your grace is sufficient. Free me from the 
exhausting cycle of trying to earn what You've already freely given. 
 

 



Day 4:​
The Treasure Worth Everything 
 
Devotional 
Jesus told a parable about a man who found treasure hidden in a field. In his 
excitement, he sold everything he owned to buy that field. The treasure was worth 
more than all his possessions combined. This is exactly how Paul came to view his 
relationship with Christ - as a treasure worth trading everything else for. Paul literally 
gave up his prestigious position, his comfort, his reputation, and eventually his life for 
the sake of knowing Christ. But he didn't see this as a sacrifice; he saw it as the best 
trade he ever made. He counted all his former achievements as garbage so that he 
could gain Christ and become one with Him. This doesn't mean we must literally give 
up everything we own, but it does challenge us to examine what we treasure most. 
What would be hardest for you to give up if God asked? Your career success? Your 
financial security? Your reputation? Your comfort? The beautiful truth is that when 
we discover the infinite value of knowing Christ, everything else naturally falls into 
proper perspective. We don't lose things; we gain the right understanding of their 
worth. And we discover that Jesus really is worth more than everything else this 
world offers. 
 
Bible Verse 
The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In 
his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money 
to buy the field. Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for 
choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he 
owned and bought it! - Matthew 13:44-46, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What in your life might be competing with Jesus for the place of greatest treasure in 
your heart? 
 
Prayer 
Jesus, open my eyes to see that You are the treasure worth everything. Help me hold 
all other things loosely as I hold You tightly. 
 

 



Day 5:​
Simply Getting to Know Him 
 
Devotional 
After four days of exploring what it means to value Christ above all else, you might be 
wondering: "How do I actually do this? How do I get to know God better?" The 
beautiful answer is simpler than you might think. Getting to know God doesn't 
require complicated spiritual disciplines or advanced theological training. It starts 
with simple, everyday moments of connection. Open your Bible and read about who 
He is. Take a walk and talk to Him about your day. Sit quietly and tell Him, "I want to 
know You better." These ordinary moments become extraordinary when we 
approach them with genuine desire to know our Creator. Paul's transformed 
ambition was simply this: "Now I long to know Christ." Not to impress Him, not to 
earn points with Him, but just to know Him. This is the heart of authentic faith - a 
daily choice to pursue relationship over performance. Every single day can end with 
this simple prayer: "I want to know You more, God." Whether you've had a great day 
or a terrible one, whether you've succeeded or failed, whether you've been faithful or 
fallen short - the invitation remains the same. God wants to be known by you, and 
He's always ready to reveal more of Himself to anyone who genuinely seeks Him. 
 
Bible Verse 
If you look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. - Jeremiah 29:13, NLT 
 
Reflection Question 
What is one simple way you can pursue knowing God better in your daily routine this 
week? 
 
Prayer 
God, I want to know You more. Make my heart hungry for Your presence and help me 
find You in the simple moments of each day. 
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