5-Day Devotional
Missed Peace, 03.29.26

Day 1:
The King Who Chose Peace

Devotional

Picture the scene: crowds lining the streets, palm branches waving, voices shouting
“Hosanna!” Yet in this moment of celebration, Jesus made a deliberate choice that
revealed his true mission. He didn't ride a war horse like conquering kings - he chose
a donkey, a symbol of peace. The people expected a political messiah who would
overthrow Rome with force, but Jesus came with a different kind of power. His
kingdom wasn't built on military might but on sacrificial love. Today, we often look for
Jesus to fix our external circumstances - our finances, relationships, or career
struggles. While he cares about these things, his primary mission is deeper. He came
to sit on the throne of your heart, not just rearrange your circumstances. When we
understand this, we begin to see that true victory doesn't always look like worldly
success. Sometimes it looks like a King on a donkey, choosing the path of peace over
the path of power.

Bible Verse

So they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments over it for him to ride on.
As he rode along, the crowds spread out their garments on the road ahead of him.
When he reached the place where the road started down the Mount of Olives, all of
his followers began to shout and sing as they walked along, praising God for all the
wonderful miracles they had seen. Blessings on the King who comes in the name of
the Lorbp! Peace in heaven, and glory in highest heaven! - Luke 19:35-38, NLT

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life are you looking for Jesus to be a “war horse” king rather
than accepting his gentle, peaceful leadership?

Prayer
Jesus, help me to see that your way of peace is greater than any worldly solution |
might seek. Teach me to trust in your gentle leadership over my desire for quick fixes.



Day 2:
The Good Shepherd's Mission

Devotional

Long before Palm Sunday, Jesus revealed something profound about his identity and
mission. He wasn't just a teacher or even a king - he was the Good Shepherd who
knows each of his sheep intimately. But here's what's remarkable: this Good
Shepherd came with a specific purpose that was never an accident or backup plan.
From the very beginning, Jesus knew his mission would require the ultimate
sacrifice. He knew about the thorns, the whips, the nails, and the cross, yet he moved
forward with unwavering determination. This wasn't a tragic turn of events - it was
always the plan. When we grasp this truth, it changes everything about how we view
our relationship with Jesus. He didn't stumble into saving us; he chose it. Every step
toward Jerusalem was a step toward you and me. His love isn't reactive; it's
intentional, planned, and complete. You are not an afterthought in God's plan - you
are the very reason Jesus willingly laid down his life.

Bible Verse
| am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. - John
10:11, NLT

Reflection Question
How does knowing that Jesus's sacrifice was always the plan (not Plan B) change
how you view his love for you personally?

Prayer
Lord, thank you that your love for me was never an accident but always your
intentional plan. Help me to live in the security of your purposeful sacrifice.



Day 3:
When Hearts Break for the Lost

Devotional

As Jesus approached Jerusalem, something unexpected happened - he began to
weep. Not quiet tears, but open, heartbroken weeping. Why? The crowds were
celebrating, the moment seemed triumphant, yet Jesus's heart was breaking. He
wasn't weeping for himself or what he would endure. He was weeping because the
very people he came to save were missing the point entirely. They were so close to
him physically, yet so far from understanding spiritually. They wanted political
freedom, but he was offering spiritual restoration. It's possible to be near Jesus and
still miss everything he's offering. Maybe you've grown up in church, know all the
right words, and can recite Bible verses, but have you truly encountered the peace he
brings? Jesus's tears remind us that proximity doesn't equal relationship. His heart
still breaks when we settle for religious activity instead of genuine connection with
him. The same love that moved him to weep over Jerusalem moves him to pursue
your heart today.

Bible Verse

But as he came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, he began to weep. “How
| wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is
too late, and peace is hidden from your eyes.” - Luke 19:41-42, NLT

Reflection Question
Are there ways you might be “close to Jesus” but missing the deeper relationship
he's offering you?

Prayer
Jesus, don't let me settle for knowing about you instead of truly knowing you. Break
through any barriers that keep me from experiencing your heart for me.



Day 4:
Peace That Doesn't Add Up

Devotional

The crowds wanted peace fromm Rome, but Jesus came to offer something far greater
- peace with God. There's a profound difference between these two types of peace.
Political peace depends on circumstances, but peace with God transcends them.
This is the peace that doesn't make sense to the world around us. You might still lose
your job, face illness, or experience heartbreak, yet have an unexplainable peace in
your soul. This isn't denial or pretending everything is fine - it's the supernatural
peace that comes from being right with God. This peace begins with repentance,
acknowledging our need for a Savior, and receiving his forgiveness. When we're
reconciled to God through Jesus, we gain access to a peace that the world simply
cannot provide or understand. It's not dependent on our bank account, our
relationships, or our health. It flows from knowing that we belong to God and that
nothing can separate us from his love.

Bible Verse
Therefore, since we have been made right in God's sight by faith, we have peace with
God because of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. - Romans 5:1, NLT

Reflection Question
What would change in your daily anxiety and worry if you truly believed that your
peace comes from your relationship with God rather than your circumstances?

Prayer
Father, help me to find my peace in you rather than in my circumstances. Teach me
to rest in the security of being your child.



Day 5:
Don't Miss Easter

Devotional

As we approach Easter, Jesus's words echo across the centuries: “Don't miss it.” The
same crowds who celebrated on Palm Sunday would soon shout “Crucify him!”
because they missed what Easter was really about. Easter isn't about dinner rolls,
chocolate bunnies, or family traditions - though these can be wonderful. Easter exists
because you need peace with God, and Jesus is the only one who can provide it. The
world offers many substitutes for true peace: success, relationships, achievements,
even religious activities. But none of these can give you the complete wholeness -
the shalom - that your soul desperately needs. Only Jesus can restore what sin has
broken. Only he can bridge the gap between you and God. This Holy Week, don't let
Easter pass as just another cultural holiday. The same Good Shepherd who wept over
Jerusalem, who rode humbly on a donkey, who willingly laid down his life - he did all
of this for you. His arms are still open, his invitation still stands. The peace he offers is
still available. Don't miss it.

Bible Verse
| am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace | give is a gift
the world cannot give. So don't be troubled or afraid. - John 14:27, NLT

Reflection Question
What would it look like for you to truly embrace the peace Jesus offers rather than
missing it by focusing on lesser things?

Prayer
Jesus, don't let me miss what you're offering this Easter. Open my heart to receive
the true peace that only comes through you.
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