Discussion Guide
Missed Peace, 03.29.26

Summary

This Palm Sunday sermon explores the true meaning of Jesus's triumphal entry into
Jerusalem, contrasting the crowd's expectations with Jesus's actual mission. Pastor
Jeremy examines how the Jewish people expected a political deliverer from Roman
oppression, but Jesus came to offer something far greater - true shalom, or complete
peace with God. Using the imagery of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, the message
emphasizes that Jesus willingly laid down His life not to provide earthly solutions, but
to restore our broken relationship with God. The sermon challenges listeners to
examine what kind of peace they're seeking and warns against missing the true
significance of Easter, just as the Palm Sunday crowd missed the point of Jesus's
mission.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word, we ask that You
open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to
Your Spirit's leading and to not miss the significance of what Jesus accomplished for
us. May we approach this time with humility, recognizing our need for the peace that
only You can provide. Guide our discussion and help us to encourage one another as
we grow in our understanding of Your love. In Jesus's name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one Easter tradition from your childhood that you remember most fondly,
and do you still practice it today?

Key Verses
o Luke19:28-42
e John10:11-18
e John14:27
e Romans 5l
Questions

1. The crowd expected Jesus to be a political deliverer from Roman oppression.
How do we sometimes have similar expectations of Jesus today?

2. What is the difference between the peace the world offers and the shalom
that Jesus provides?

3. Jesus wept as He approached Jerusalem (Luke 19:41) because the people were
missing the point of His mission. What are some ways we might “miss the
point” of what Jesus came to do?



4. The pastor mentioned that Jesus came to “sit on the throne of the heart”
rather than an earthly throne. What does this mean practically in our daily
lives?

5. How does understanding Jesus as the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep
personally impact your relationship with Him? (John 10:14-15)

6. The sermmon emphasized that “peace with God begins with repentance.”
(Romans 5:1) Why is repentance necessary for true peace with God?

7. Looking at your own life, what kind of peace have you been seeking? How
does it compare to the peace Jesus offers?

Life Application

This week, spend time each day reflecting on the true meaning of Easter using the
Holy Week devotional. Examine your heart and ask God to reveal any areas where
you might be seeking worldly peace instead of the deeper shalom He offers. If you've
never truly repented and accepted Jesus's sacrifice for your sins, consider taking that
step this Holy Week. For those already in relationship with Christ, pray for
opportunities to share the true peace of Easter with others who might be missing it.

Key Takeaways

e Jesus came to offer shalom - complete peace and right standing with God -
not just earthly solutions to our problems

e The Good Shepherd willingly laid down His life for His sheep, and this was
always God's plan, not a backup option

e Jesus wept over Jerusalem because the people missed the significance of His
mission, focusing on political deliverance instead of spiritual restoration

e True peace with God begins with repentance - recognizing our need for a
Savior and committing our lives to follow Jesus

e We can be close to Jesus and still miss the whole point of why He came -
Easter is about restoration of our relationship with God, not cultural traditions

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for being our Good Shepherd who willingly laid down Your life
for us. Help us to not miss the true significance of this Holy Week and Easter. We
confess that too often we seek worldly peace instead of the deeper shalom You offer.
Forgive us for the times we've treated You as a problem-solver rather than our Savior
and Lord. As we walk through this Holy Week, help us to truly understand the depth
of Your love and sacrifice. May we experience the peace that comes from being in
right relationship with You, and may we share this good news with others who are
still missing it. Thank You that Your offer of salvation never expires and that You
continue to call us to Yourself. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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