5-Day Devotional
Friends Forever, 04.05.26

Day 1:
Love Was Always the Plan

Devotional

Have you ever wondered when God first decided to love you? The answer might
surprise you - it wasn't after you cleaned up your life or proved yourself worthy. Love
was His plan from the very beginning. Before you took your first breath, before you
made your first mistake, God's heart was already set on you. This Easter season
reminds us that Jesus didn't come as a last resort or emergency plan. His love for you
is intentional, purposeful, and eternal. When we look at the cross, we see the
ultimate expression of a love that was planned before time began. You are not an
accident or an afterthought in God's story - you are the reason He wrote it.

Bible Verse
Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and
without fault in his eyes. - Ephesians 1:4, NLT

Reflection Question
How does knowing that God's love for you was planned from the beginning change
the way you see yourself and your worth?

Prayer
Father, thank You that Your love for me wasn't an afterthought but Your original plan.
Help me to rest in the security of knowing | am deeply loved and valued by You.



Day 2:
Love That Comes First

Devotional

Picture this: someone you care about is drowning, but instead of jumping in to save
them, you wait on the shore until they learn to swim perfectly. That would be cruel,
wouldn't it? Yet that's how we often think God operates - waiting for us to get our act
together before He shows up. But Easter tells a radically different story. Jesus didn't
wait for us to be worthy, clean, or deserving. He dove into our mess while we were
still sinking. His love isn't conditional on our performance; it's the very thing that
makes our transformation possible. When we were at our worst, lost and broken,
that's exactly when He chose to come. This is the scandalous, beautiful truth of the
gospel - God's love comes first, not last.

Bible Verse

Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. But
God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still
sinners. - Romans 5:7-8, NLT

Reflection Question
What areas of your life do you feel you need to “fix” before God can truly love you, and
how might His unconditional love change that perspective?

Prayer
Jesus, thank You for loving me before | was lovable and for coming to me in my
brokenness. Help me to receive Your love without trying to earn it first.



Day 3:
Grace That Calls Your Name

Devotional

Imagine being Peter on that first Easter morning. You've just had the worst week of
your life - denying the very person you promised to follow, using language that
would make sailors blush, all while Jesus was within earshot. You're probably
thinking your story with Jesus is over. Then comes the message from the angel: “Tell
the disciples... including Peter.” Not just the disciples, but Peter specifically. Your
name is mentioned. Your failure doesn't disqualify you; it becomes the very place
where grace meets you. God's grace isn't general - it's personal. He knows your name,
your story, your worst moments, and He still calls you by name. Whatever you've
done, however far you think you've fallen, grace is calling your name today.

Bible Verse
Now go and tell his disciples, including Peter, that Jesus is going ahead of you to
Galilee. You will see him there, just as he told you before he died.” - Mark 16:7, NLT

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize his voice and come
to him. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. - John 10:3, NLT

Reflection Question
What past failure or mistake do you think disqualifies you from God's grace, and how
might hearing your name specifically called change that belief?

Prayer
Lord, thank You that Your grace is personal and that You call me by name even in my
failures. Help me to hear Your voice of love over the voice of shame.



Day 4:
An Invitation to Friendship

Devotional

What if God doesn't just want to forgive you - what if He wants to be your friend? This
might sound too good to be true, but it's exactly what Easter offers. Through Christ's
death and resurrection, we're not just given a clean slate; we're given an invitation
into a relationship. Think about your closest friendships - they're built on trust, time
spent together, and genuine care for one another. God desires this same intimacy
with you. He's not a distant judge waiting to condemn, but a friend who stands at the
door of your heart, knocking gently, hoping you'll open up and spend time with Him.
Friendship with God means He's interested in your daily life, your dreams, your
struggles. You matter to Him not just as a project to fix, but as someone He
genuinely enjoys being with.

Bible Verse
Look! | stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, | will
come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. - Revelation 3:20, NLT

For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were
still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son. So now we can
rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has
made us friends of God. - Romans 5:10-11, NLT

Reflection Question
How would your daily life change if you truly believed God wants to be your friend,
not just your forgiver?

Prayer
God, thank You for offering me friendship, not just forgiveness. Help me to open the
door of my heart and learn to walk in daily friendship with You.



Day 5:
The Power That Gets You There

Devotional

Easter isn't just about what happened 2,000 years ago - it's about the power available
to you today. The same resurrection power that raised Jesus from the dead is the
power that can get you through whatever you're facing. Maybe you're struggling
with addiction, broken relationships, financial stress, or health issues. Maybe you feel
stuck in patterns you can't break or dreams that seem impossible. The resurrection
declares that nothing is too hard for God. He specializes in bringing life from death,
hope from despair, and breakthrough from impossibility. This isn't about positive
thinking or trying harder - it's about trusting in the power of the One who conquered
death itself. If He can make you right with God and cover all your sin, He can certainly
handle whatever challenge you're facing today.

Bible Verse
For | can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. - Philippians 4:13, NLT

Reflection Question
What seemingly impossible situation in your life needs the resurrection power of
God, and how can you invite Him into that area today?

Prayer
Father, | believe in Your resurrection power and invite You into every area of my life
that feels impossible. Give me faith to trust in Your ability to bring a breakthrough.
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