Discussion Guide
Friends Forever, 04.05.26

Summary

This Easter sermon focuses on God's incredible love and grace demonstrated
through Jesus's death and resurrection. Pastor John emphasizes that while we were
utterly helpless sinners and even enemies of God, Christ died for us when we could
do nothing to save ourselves. Using the story of the women at the tomb and the
angel's specific mention of Peter, the message highlights how God's grace reaches
even those who have denied Him. The sermon presents Easter as God's rescue
mission, comparing it to the Chilean mine rescue, showing that just as the trapped
miners couldn't save themselves, we cannot save ourselves from sin. The central
theme is that God desires friendship with us - not just forgiveness, but a genuine
relationship. Through Christ's sacrifice and resurrection, we are offered reconciliation
and eternal life, transforming us from enemies to friends of God.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with grateful hearts, celebrating the
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ. As we gather together to study Your Word and
reflect on the incredible message of Easter, we ask that You open our hearts and
minds to receive what You want to teach us today. Help us to set aside any
distractions or preconceived notions, and make us receptive to Your Spirit's leading.
May we not just hear these truths with our minds, but allow them to transform our
hearts and lives. We pray that through our discussion, we would grow closer to You
and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What is your favorite Easter tradition or memory from childhood, and why does it
stand out to you?

Key Verses

Mark 16:1-8
Romans 5:6-11
Ephesians 2:8-9
John 1513
Revelation 3:20

Questions
1. Why do you think the angel specifically mentioned Peter by name when
telling the women to inform the disciples about Jesus's resurrection? (Mark
16:7)



Pastor John compared our need for salvation to the trapped Chilean miners
who couldn't save themselves. (Romans 5:6) How does this analogy help you
understand our relationship with God?

Paul argues that most people wouldn't die for a good person, but Christ died
for us while we were still sinners. (Romans 5:7-8) What does this reveal about
God's character and love?

The sermon emphasizes that God wants to be our “friend” rather than just
offering forgiveness. (Romans 5:10-11, John 15:13, and Revelation 3:20) How does
viewing God as a friend change your perspective on your relationship with
Him?

What are some ways that people today try to “save themselves” or earn God's
approval, and why do these efforts fall short? (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Pastor John shared his personal story of repeatedly ignoring God's call before
finally responding. What are some “knocks” or ways God might be trying to
get someone's attention today?

How does the reality of Jesus's resurrection give us hope and power to face
difficult circumstances in life?

What does it mean practically to “open the door” when Jesus is knocking,
(Revelations 3:20) and what might hold people back from doing so?

Life Application

This week, reflect on your relationship with God. If you've never accepted His
friendship through Jesus, consider responding to His invitation. If you're already a
believer, think of someone in your life who might be ignoring God's “knocks” and
pray for an opportunity to share the hope of Easter with them. Also, practice viewing
God as your friend this week - talk to Him throughout your day as you would a close
friend, sharing your joys, concerns, and everyday moments.

Key Takeaways

God's grace reaches everyone, even those who have denied or betrayed Him,
as shown by the angel's specific mention of Peter

We are utterly helpless to save ourselves from sin - salvation is entirely God's
rescue mission, not our achievement

Christ died for us while we were still sinners and enemies, demonstrating
unprecedented love that goes beyond human understanding

God doesn't just offer forgiveness - He offers friendship and a genuine
relationship with us

The resurrection gives us hope and power to face life's difficulties, knowing
this life is not the end



Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the incredible gift of Easter and the hope it brings to our
lives. We are amazed by Your love that reached down to us when we were helpless
and lost in our sin. Thank You for not just offering us forgiveness, but for inviting us
into friendship with You. Help us to live each day in the reality of Your resurrection
power, knowing that You have conquered death and prepared a place for us in
heaven. For those in our group who may still be hearing Your gentle knocking, give
them courage to open the door. And for all of us, help us to share this good news
with others who need to hear about Your amazing grace. Continue to work in our
hearts and lives as we seek to follow You more closely. In Your precious name we

pray, Amen.
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