5-Day Devotional
Now What?, Part 2, 04.19.25

Day 1:
He Knows Where You Are

Devotional

Have you ever felt so overwhelmed that you wanted to hide from the world? The
disciples understood this feeling completely. After Jesus' crucifixion, they locked
themselves away, paralyzed by fear and uncertainty. Yet something remarkable
happened - Jesus knew exactly where to find them. He didn't need directions or a
search party. He walked right through their locked doors to reach them in their
hiding place. This reveals something beautiful about God's heart toward us. No
matter how lost, afraid, or isolated you feel, He knows precisely where you are.
Whether you're hiding behind walls of anxiety, shame, or confusion, nothing can
keep Him from reaching you. Your locked doors aren't barriers to His love - they're
simply the places where He chooses to meet you. Today, you might feel like you're in
your own locked room, dealing with fears that seem too big to handle. Remember
that Jesus doesn't wait for you to have it all together before He comes to you. He
meets you right where you are, in the midst of your struggles, with the same
intentionality He showed His disciples.

Bible Verse

That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they
were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them!
“Peace be with you,” he said. - John 20:19, NLT

Reflection Question
What “locked rooms” in your life do you think might be keeping you from
experiencing God's presence?

Prayer

Lord, thank You that no wall or barrier can keep You from reaching me. Help me trust
that You know exactly where | am in my struggles and that You're coming to meet
me there.



Day 2:
Peace in the Storm

Devotional

Imagine the disciples' shock when Jesus appeared in their locked room. Their hearts
were already racing with fear, and now this! If you had been betrayed by your closest
friends in your darkest hour, what would your first words be? Probably not “Peace be
with you.” Yet that's exactly what Jesus said. These weren't just polite words - they
were a deliberate choice to offer shalom, complete wholeness, grace, and well-being,
to people who had abandoned Him. Jesus could have led with disappointment or
correction, but instead He chose to speak peace over their chaos. This reveals the
heart of our Savior - He doesn't come to condemn us in our failures but to restore us
with His peace. When your world feels like it's falling apart, when guilt and fear are
overwhelming you, Jesus still speaks the same words over your life. His peace isn't
dependent on your performance or your faithfulness - it flows from His grace. Even
when you feel like you've failed Him, His first response is to offer you the peace that
surpasses understanding.

Bible Verse

That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they
were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them!
“Peace be with you,” he said. - John 20:19, NLT

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through him. - John 3:17, NIV

Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need,
and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God'’s peace, which
exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as
you live in Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:6-7, NLT

Reflection Question
How does it change your perspective to know that Jesus' first response to your
failures is peace rather than condemnation?

Prayer
Jesus, thank You for speaking peace over my chaos and choosing grace over
condemnation. Help me receive Your peace even when | feel unworthy of it.



Day 3:
Grace for the Frightened

Devotional

Fear has a way of making us feel isolated and ashamed. The disciples were
experiencing this firsthand - terrified of what might happen to them and probably
embarrassed about how they had scattered when Jesus was arrested. Yet when
Jesus appeared, He didn't lecture them about courage or faith. Instead, He extended
grace to their frightened hearts. Jesus understands that fear is part of the human
experience. He doesn't dismiss our anxieties or tell us to “just get over it." Instead, He
meets us in our fear with patience and understanding. When the disciples thought
they were seeing a ghost, He didn't get frustrated with their confusion. He calmly
provided evidence. He let them touch His wounds and watch Him eat. This is how
Jesus responds to our doubts and fears today. He doesn't shame us for struggling or
demand that we have perfect faith. He patiently works with us, providing the
reassurance we need and speaking grace over our frightened hearts. His love isn't
conditional on our bravery - it's freely given to those who need it most.

Bible Verse

But the whole group was startled and frightened, thinking they were seeing a ghost!
“Why are you frightened?” he asked. “Why are your hearts filled with doubt? Look at
my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it's really me. Touch me and make sure
that | am not a ghost, because ghosts don't have bodies, as you see that | do.” As he
spoke, he showed them his hands and his feet. Still they stood there in disbelief, filled
with joy and wonder. Then he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”

- Luke 24:37-41, NLT

Reflection Question
In what areas of your life do you need to experience Jesus' patient grace rather than
trying to overcome fear through willpower alone?

Prayer
Lord, thank You for Your patience with my fears and doubts. Help me rest in Your
grace rather than striving to be stronger on my own.



Day 4:
Believing Without Seeing

Devotional

The disciples had an incredible advantage - they could see Jesus with their own eyes,
touch His wounds, and watch Him eat. Yet even with this tangible evidence, they
struggled with doubt and fear. This should encourage us rather than discourage us,
because it shows that faith isn't about having perfect certainty - it's about choosing
to trust despite our questions. Jesus spoke a special blessing over those who would
believe without seeing - and that includes you. You may not have the physical
evidence the disciples had, but you have something equally powerful: the testimony
of those who did see, the work of the Holy Spirit in your heart, and the ongoing
presence of Jesus in your life through faith. Sometimes we think our faith is weak
because we can't see Jesus physically or because we still have moments of doubt.
But Jesus celebrates the faith that persists without physical proof. Your willingness to
love and follow Him, even when you can't see Him with your eyes, is precious to Him.
You are living out the very blessing He spoke over future believers.

Bible Verse
Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who
believe without seeing me.” - John 20:29, NLT

You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him
now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. - 1 Peter 1:8, NLT

Reflection Question
How can you celebrate the faith you do have rather than focusing on the doubts that
sometimes arise?

Prayer
Jesus, thank You for blessing those who believe without seeing. Strengthen my faith
and help me trust in Your presence even when | can't see You with my eyes.



Day 5:
Peace Be With You

Devotional

Throughout this week, we've seen how Jesus met His disciples in their fear, offered
them grace, and blessed their faith. Now it's time to make this personal. Jesus speaks
the same words to you today that He spoke to them: “Peace be with you.” These
aren't just ancient words - they're a present reality available to you right now. When
anxiety creeps in, when doubts arise, when fear threatens to overwhelm you, you can
practice what Jesus demonstrated. Speak peace over your circumstances.
Remember that the same Jesus who walked through locked doors to reach His
frightened disciples is present with you through His Spirit. He's not bothered by your
doubts or frustrated with your fears - He comes to you with the same patient love He
showed them. This is the beauty of following a living Savior. Unlike memorials that
honor the dead, we serve One who is alive and actively present in our lives. Whatever
you're facing today, hear His voice speaking over your situation: “Peace be with you.”
Let these words sink deep into your heart and transform your perspective on
whatever challenges lie ahead.

Bible Verse
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you his peace at all times and in every
situation. The Lord be with you all. - 2 Thessalonians 3:16, NLT

Reflection Question
What specific situation in your life needs to hear Jesus' words “Peace be with you”
spoken over it today?

Prayer
Lord, | receive Your peace over every area of my life. When fear and doubt arise,
remind me to speak Your peace over my circumstances and trust in Your presence.
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