5-Day Devotional
Now What?, Part 3, 04.26.25

Day 1:
When Bold Words Meet Human Weakness

Devotional

We've all been there - making promises we couldn't keep, declaring our loyalty only
to fall short when tested. Peter's bold declaration that he would never desert Jesus,
even if everyone else did, came from a sincere heart. Yet within hours, he found
himself denying he even knew Jesus. This wasn't just a small mistake; it was a
complete collapse of everything he thought he stood for. Peter's failure reminds us
that our human strength, no matter how genuine our intentions, will eventually
reach its limits. But here's the beautiful truth: God's love for us isn't based on our
ability to keep our promises perfectly. When we recognize our weakness and need
for grace, we're actually in the perfect position to experience God's incredible love
and restoration.

Bible Verse

Peter declared, “Even if everyone else deserts you, | will never desert you.” Jesus
replied, “I tell you the truth, Peter—this very night, before the rooster crows, you will
deny three times that you even know me.” “No!” Peter insisted. “Even if | have to die
with you, | will never deny you!” And all the other disciples vowed the same.

- Matthew 26:33-35, NLT

Reflection Question
What promises have you made to God that you've struggled to keep, and how might
acknowledging your weakness actually draw you closer to Him?

Prayer
Lord, help me to be honest about my weaknesses and failures. Thank You that Your
love for me isn't dependent on my perfect performance.



Day 2:
The Fire of Failure

Devotional

Picture Peter warming himself by the fire in the high priest's courtyard, trying to
blend in while his beloved teacher faced trial inside. Three times he was asked if he
knew Jesus, and three times he denied it. When the rooster crowed and Jesus' eyes
met his across the courtyard, Peter's world shattered. He ran away weeping bitterly,
convinced he had destroyed everything. That fire became a symbol of his greatest
failure, a moment that seemed to define him forever. We all have our “fire moments
- times when we've fallen short of who we wanted to be, when shame feels
overwhelming. But what Peter didn't know in that dark moment was that Jesus
already had a plan for restoration. Sometimes our deepest failures become the very
places where God's grace shines brightest.

”

Bible Verse

Suddenly, Jesus’ words flashed through Peter’'s mind: “Before the rooster crows, you
will deny three times that you even know me.” And he went away, weeping bitterly.
- Matthew 26:75, NLT

Reflection Question
What “fire moment” in your life still brings you shame, and how might God want to
transform that failure into something beautiful?

Prayer
Jesus, thank You that my worst moments don't define me in Your eyes. Help me trust
that You can redeem even my deepest failures.



Day 3:
Breakfast by Another Fire

Devotional

After the resurrection, the disciples returned to fishing - going back to what they
knew after their world had been turned upside down. When Jesus appeared on the
shore and filled their nets with fish, Peter immediately swam to meet Him. Jesus had
prepared breakfast over a fire, creating a powerful contrast to the fire where Peter
had denied Him. Instead of condemnation or lectures about failure, Jesus simply
invited them to eat. This scene reveals God's heart toward us after we've failed. He
doesn't wait for us to grovel or prove ourselves worthy. He prepares a meal, creates a
safe space, and invites us back into relationship. The fire that once represented
Peter's failure now became a place of fellowship and restoration. God specializes in
taking the very places of our pain and transforming them into places of His presence.

Bible Verse

When they got there, they found breakfast waiting for them—fish cooking over a
charcoal fire, and some bread. “Bring some of the fish you've just caught,” Jesus said.
So Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large
fish, and yet the net hadn't torn. “Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said.
None of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.
Then Jesus served them the bread and the fish. - John 21:9-13, NLT

Reflection Question
Where in your life do you need to experience God's invitation back into fellowship
rather than condemnation?

Prayer
Lord, thank You for preparing a place of restoration for me. Help me receive Your
invitation to come back into relationship with You.



Day 4:
The Question That Changes Everything

Devotional

Three times Jesus asked Peter the same question: “Do you love me?” Once for each
denial. But this wasn't about keeping score or making Peter pay for his failures. Jesus
was revealing the foundation of their entire relationship - love, not performance.
Each time Peter affirmed his love, Jesus commissioned him to care for God's people.
This is what makes Christianity different from every other religion - it's built on love,
not rules. Jesus wasn't asking Peter to prove his worthiness through perfect behavior.
He was asking if Peter understood how deeply he was loved and if he could love
Jesus in return. When we grasp that God's relationship with us is based on love
rather than our ability to follow rules perfectly, everything changes. We're free to
serve Him from a heart of gratitude rather than fear of failure.

Bible Verse

After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more
than these?"” “Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know | love you.” “Then feed my lambs,”
Jesus told him. Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know | love you.” “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.
A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt that
Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know
that | love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.” - John 21:15-17, NLT

Reflection Question
How would your relationship with God change if you truly believed it was based on
His love for you rather than your performance for Him?

Prayer
Jesus, help me understand that You love me not because of what | do, but because
of who You are. Teach me to love You in return.



Day 5:
Restoration Is Your Story Too

Devotional

Peter's story didn't end with his failure - it was just beginning. Jesus took his greatest
moment of weakness and transformed it into the foundation for his future ministry.
The man who denied Jesus three times became the bold preacher who led
thousands to faith on the day of Pentecost. This is what Jesus specializes in -
restoration. He takes our broken pieces and creates something beautiful. Your
failures don't disqualify you from God's purposes; they become part of your
testimony of His grace. The same Jesus who restored Peter is faithful today. There's
nothing you've done that can separate you from His love. He believes in you even
when you don't believe in yourself. The cross says it all - you are so loved that Jesus
gave everything for you. Your story of restoration is still being written.

Bible Verse
For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. - John 3:16, NLT

For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things he planned for us long ago. - Ephesians 2:10, NLT

Reflection Question
How might God want to use your past failures as part of your future ministry to
others?

Prayer
Lord, | believe that You specialize in restoration. Use my story, including my failures,
to bring hope and healing to others.
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