Discussion Guide
Now What?, Part 3, 04.26.25

Summary

Pastor John preached about Jesus' third appearance to his disciples after the
resurrection, focusing on Peter's restoration. The sermon began by recounting
Peter's denial of Jesus three times during the crucifixion, despite his bold declaration
that he would never abandon Jesus. After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to the
disciples while they were fishing and had caught nothing all night. Jesus instructed
them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat, resulting in an enormous catch
that reminded John of an earlier miracle. Jesus then prepared breakfast for them on
the beach around a fire, which likely reminded Peter of the fire where he had denied
Jesus. The climax of the story is Jesus asking Peter three times "Do you love me?" -
once for each denial. This wasn't about condemnation but about restoration and
love. Jesus demonstrated that no one is beyond redemption and that His love is not
based on our performance but on His grace.

Intro Prayer

Dear Heavenly Father, we come before You with grateful hearts, knowing that You
are a God of restoration and grace. As we gather together to study Your Word, we ask
that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us today. Help
us to see ourselves as You see us - not through the lens of our failures and
shortcomings, but through the lens of Your incredible love and mercy. Lord, we pray
that each person in this group would be encouraged by the truth that there is
nothing we can do that will separate us from Your love. Speak to us today through
Your Word and through one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one skill or activity that you're really good at that you might go back to when
you're feeling discouraged or need a confidence boost?

Key Verses
e Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75
e John 21:1-17
e [uke51-1
e John 36

Questions
1. Why do you think Peter was so confident that he would never deny Jesus
(Mathew 26:33-35), and how can we relate to making bold spiritual
commitments that we later struggle to keep?



2. What do you think was going through Peter's mind when Jesus looked at him
after the third denial and heard the rooster crow? (Luke 22:61, Matthew 26:75)

3. How significant is it that Jesus prepared breakfast for the disciples and built a
fire on the beach? (John 21:9-12) What does this tell us about God's character?

4. Why do you think Jesus asked Peter "Do you love me?" three times instead of
addressing the denials directly or asking for an apology? (John 21:15-17)

5. How does this story challenge our understanding of forgiveness and
restoration in relationships?

6. The pastor mentioned that Christianity is different from other religions
because it's based on love rather than rules. How does this story demonstrate
that truth?

7. How can we extend the same grace and restoration to others that Jesus
showed to Peter, especially to those we might be tempted to "give up on"?

Life Application

This week, identify someone in your life who has disappointed or hurt you in some
way. Instead of focusing on their failures, ask yourself "How can | show them the
same kind of love and grace that Jesus showed Peter?" Take one concrete step to
extend grace to that person, whether through forgiveness, encouragement, or
simply choosing to see them through God's eyes rather than through the lens of
their mistakes.

Key Takeaways

e Jesus believes in us even when we don't believe in ourselves, seeing our
potential rather than just our failures

e God's love and restoration are not based on our performance or ability to
follow rules, but on His grace and mercy

e No one is beyond redemption - Jesus specializes in restoration and giving
second chances

e True Christianity is built on a love relationship with Jesus, not on religious rules
and regulations

e Just as we receive grace, we are called to extend that same grace and
restoration to others who have failed or disappointed us

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for this powerful reminder of Your incredible love and grace.
Thank You that no matter how many times we fail or fall short, You never give up on
us. Help us to truly understand that our relationship with You is built on love, not on
our ability to be perfect. Give us the courage to come to You honestly, just as Peter
did, and to receive Your forgiveness and restoration. And Lord, help us to be agents of
that same grace in the lives of others. When we encounter people who have failed or
disappointed us, remind us of this story and help us to see them through Your eyes



of love. May we be quick to forgive and eager to restore, just as You have done for us.
In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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