
5-Day Devotional 
A Pair of Kings, Part 1, 05.17.26 
 
Day 1: ​
The Company You Keep 

Devotional​
Your friends have more influence on your future than you might realize. Every 
conversation, every shared experience, every moment of laughter or struggle shapes 
who you're becoming. This isn't about being judgmental toward others, but about 
being intentional with your own growth. Think about the people you spend the most 
time with. Are they encouraging you to make wise decisions? Do they challenge you 
to grow in your faith? Or do they make it easier to compromise your values? The 
reality is that we naturally drift toward the attitudes and behaviors of those closest to 
us. This doesn't mean you should abandon friends who are struggling or cut off 
relationships with people who don't share your faith. Rather, it means being 
purposeful about who has the greatest influence in your life. Seek out mentors, 
friends, and community members who demonstrate godly wisdom in their choices. 
Wisdom isn't just about being smart - it's about living skillfully according to God's 
design. When you surround yourself with people who pursue this kind of wisdom, 
you'll find yourself naturally growing in discernment and making better decisions. 
Your future self will thank you for the intentional choices you make today about the 
voices you allow to shape your life. 

Bible Verse​
Walk with the wise and become wise; associate with fools and get in trouble. ​
- Proverbs 13:20, NLT 

Reflection Question​
Who are the three people who have the most influence on your daily decisions, and 
are they helping you grow closer to God? 

Prayer​
God, help me to be intentional about the relationships that shape my life. Give me 
wisdom to choose friends and mentors who will encourage me to grow in faith and 
make decisions that honor You. 

 



Day 2: ​
The Wisdom to Seek Wisdom 

Devotional​
When King Rehoboam faced his first major leadership challenge, he did something 
remarkable - he didn't react immediately. Instead, he took time to seek counsel from 
those who had experience and wisdom. This initial response showed great promise 
and revealed an important truth: seeking advice isn't a sign of weakness, but of 
strength. In our culture that celebrates quick decisions and instant responses, taking 
time to seek counsel can feel uncomfortable. We might worry that others will see us 
as indecisive or lacking confidence. But biblical wisdom teaches us the opposite - the 
wisest people are those who recognize their need for guidance and actively seek it 
out. The key is knowing where to turn for counsel. Rehoboam's story shows us that 
not all advice is created equal. The experienced advisors who had served his father 
Solomon offered wisdom rooted in humility and service. They understood that true 
leadership means putting others' needs before your own desires. When you face 
difficult decisions, resist the urge to figure everything out on your own. Seek out 
people who have walked similar paths, who demonstrate godly character, and who 
will tell you the truth even when it's hard to hear. Remember, God often speaks to us 
through the wisdom of others who are committed to following Him. 

Bible Verse​
Then King Rehoboam discussed the matter with the older men who had counseled 
his father, Solomon. "What is your advice?" he asked. "How should I answer these 
people?" - 1 Kings 12:6, NLT 

Reflection Question​
When facing a current challenge in your life, who could you turn to for godly counsel, 
and what's preventing you from reaching out to them? 

Prayer​
Lord, give me the humility to seek wise counsel when I face difficult decisions. Help 
me to recognize and value the wisdom You provide through others who follow You 
faithfully. 

 



Day 3: ​
When Wisdom Feels Uncomfortable 

Devotional​
The older advisors gave Rehoboam clear, wise counsel: "If you are willing to be a 
servant to these people today and give them a favorable answer, they will always be 
your loyal subjects." This advice was rooted in humility and service - exactly what God 
desires in leadership. Yet Rehoboam rejected it completely. Why would someone 
reject such obviously good advice? Because wisdom often requires us to do things 
that feel uncomfortable or go against our natural desires. The wise counsel 
challenged Rehoboam's pride and his desire for control. It asked him to serve rather 
than be served, to show humility rather than assert dominance. We face similar 
moments in our own lives. Maybe wisdom tells us to apologize when we'd rather 
defend ourselves, to forgive when we want to hold a grudge, or to be generous when 
we want to be selfish. The path of wisdom isn't always the path that feels good in the 
moment. But here's the beautiful truth: God's wisdom always leads to life and 
blessing, even when it requires short-term sacrifice. When we choose humility over 
pride, service over selfishness, and love over control, we align ourselves with God's 
heart and experience the joy that comes from living according to His design. The 
temporary discomfort of following wisdom is nothing compared to the lasting 
consequences of rejecting it. 

Bible Verse​
The older counselors replied, "If you are willing to be a servant to these people today 
and give them a favorable answer, they will always be your loyal subjects." ​
- 1 Kings 12:7, NLT 

Reflection Question​
What piece of godly wisdom have you been avoiding because it requires you to act 
against your pride or comfort? 

Prayer​
Father, help me to embrace Your wisdom even when it challenges my pride or 
comfort. Give me the courage to choose humility and service, knowing that Your 
ways lead to true life and blessing. 

 



Day 4: ​
The Voices That Shape Us 

Devotional​
After rejecting the wise counsel of experienced advisors, Rehoboam turned to his 
young friends who told him exactly what he wanted to hear. They appealed to his 
pride and encouraged him to rule with an iron fist. Their advice felt good in the 
moment because it aligned with his desires for power and control. This pattern plays 
out in our lives more often than we'd like to admit. When godly wisdom challenges 
us, we often seek out voices that make us feel more comfortable about our choices. 
We might avoid certain friends when we know they'll challenge our decisions, or we 
might gravitate toward people who affirm our desires rather than point us toward 
God's truth. The reality is that we're constantly being formed by the voices we choose 
to listen to. If we're not intentionally seeking God's truth through Scripture and godly 
community, we'll naturally drift toward voices that make us feel justified in our 
choices, even when those choices lead us away from God's best. The question isn't 
whether you'll be influenced - you will be. The question is which voices will have 
authority in your life. Will you choose voices that challenge you to grow in godliness, 
or voices that simply affirm your existing desires? Your future depends on the answer 
to that question. 

Bible Verse​
But Rehoboam rejected the advice of the older men and instead asked the opinion 
of the young men who had grown up with him and were now his advisers. ​
- 1 Kings 12:8, NLT 

Reflection Question​
What voices in your life (friends, media, influencers) are you drawn to when you want 
to feel justified in choices that might not align with God's wisdom? 

Prayer​
God, help me to be discerning about the voices I allow to influence my decisions. 
Give me the courage to seek truth over comfort and wisdom over affirmation. 

 



Day 5: ​
Grace in the Fracture 

Devotional​
Rehoboam's choice to follow prideful counsel led to devastating consequences - the 
permanent division of God's united kingdom. Ten tribes broke away, leaving only two 
under his rule. It was a fracture that would never be healed in his lifetime. Yet this 
isn't where the story ends. Your failures and poor decisions don't have the final word 
in your story either. Even when our choices create lasting consequences, even when 
we've fractured relationships or damaged our witness, God doesn't abandon us. His 
response to our failure isn't to push us away but to pull us back toward His heart. The 
same God who sees the fracture is also present in it, working to restore and redeem 
what's been broken. Human failure doesn't cancel out God's ability to work. In fact, 
God specializes in taking our messes and creating something beautiful from them. 
This is ultimately why the story of Scripture doesn't end with fractured kingdoms but 
with redemption and restoration. King Jesus stepped into our brokenness and chose 
humility over power, service over control, and love over pride. He died to restore what 
sin had fractured, offering us a grace that reshapes what's broken. Whatever 
fractures exist in your life today, remember that God identifies you not by your worst 
decisions but by His unchanging love. He's still at work, even in your mistakes, writing 
a story of redemption that only He could author. 

Bible Verse​
So the king paid no attention to the people. This turn of events was the will of the 
Lord, for it fulfilled the Lord's message to Jeroboam son of Nebat through the 
prophet Ahijah from Shiloh. - 1 Kings 12:15, NLT 

Reflection Question​
What broken area of your life do you need to trust God to redeem, and how can you 
take a step toward healing today? 

Prayer​
Thank You, God, that You don't identify me by my failures but by Your love. Help me 
to trust that You're working even in my mistakes to bring about redemption and 
restoration. 
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