Discussion Guide
A Pair of Kings, Part 1, 05.17.26

Summary

Pastor Jeremy begins a two-week series called A Pair of Kings by examining the
story of King Rehoboam from 1 Kings 12. Rehoboam, son of the wise King Solomon,
faced a crucial decision when the Israelites asked him to lighten their labor burdens.
Despite receiving wise counsel from his father's experienced advisors to serve the
people with humility, Rehoboam rejected their advice and instead listened to his
young friends who encouraged him to show power and increase the burdens. This
poor decision led to the fracturing of the kingdom into two parts. The sermon
emphasizes that biblical wisdom isn't about intellect but about discernment and
godly living. Jeremy shares that we often reject wisdom not because we can't
recognize it, but because we don't like what it requires. However, the message
concludes with hope, highlighting that God's grace can reshape what's broken and
that Jesus is the perfect king who laid down His power for fractured people, offering
redemption and restoration even when we make poor choices.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather together today to study Your Word and learn from
the story of King Rehoboam, we ask that You open our hearts and minds to what
You want to teach us. Help us to be honest about the times we've rejected wisdom
in our own lives, and give us the courage to listen to Your voice above all others. We
pray that through this discussion, You would shape us to be more like Jesus and
help us grow in wisdom and discernment. Guide our conversation and help us to
encourage one another as we seek to follow You more closely. In Jesus' name we
pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one piece of advice you received as a teenager that you initially didn't want
to follow but later realized was actually really good advice?

Key Verses
e 1Kings12:6-15
® Proverbs13:20

Questions
1. Why do you think Rehoboam initially sought counsel from his father's advisors
but then chose to follow his friends' advice instead? (1 Kings 12:6-8)



2. Pastor Jeremy mentioned that “proximity shapes formation.” How have you
seen this principle play out in your own life or in the lives of people around
you? (Proverbs 13:20)

3. The older advisors told Rehoboam to be a servant to the people. (1 Kings 12:7)
How does this advice reflect the character of Jesus, and what does servant
leadership look like in our daily lives? (Matthew 20:28)

4. What are some “voices” in our culture today that might sound appealing but
lead us away from godly wisdom?

5. Rehoboam had access to wisdom but rejected it. What are some barriers that
prevent us from accepting wise counsel even when we know it's right?

6. The sermon mentioned that we don't reject wisdom because we can't
recognize it, but because we don't like what it requires. Can you think of an
example where this might be true in modern life?

7. How can we better distinguish between God's voice and other voices when
making important decisions?

8. What does it mean to you that “God's response to your failure is not to push
you away, but to pull you back”?

Life Application

This week, identify one area of your life where you know what the wise decision is
but have been avoiding it. Seek counsel from a mature believer you trust, spend
time in God's Word about that situation, and take one concrete step toward
following godly wisdom rather than what feels comfortable or appealing.

Key Takeaways

e Biblical wisdom is about discernment and godly living, not just intellect

e We often reject wisdom not because we can't recognize it, but because we
don't like what it requires

e The people we surround ourselves with significantly influence our decisions
and spiritual formation

e Poor decisions can have lasting consequences that affect not just us but those
around us

e God's grace can reshape what's broken, and Jesus offers redemption even
when we make poor choices

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for being the perfect King that Rehoboam could never be.
Thank You for Your grace that covers our poor decisions and Your love that never
gives up on us. Help us to be people who seek and follow godly wisdom, even when
it's difficult or requires humility. Give us the courage to surround ourselves with wise
counselors and to listen to Your voice above all others. When we fail and make poor
choices, remind us that Your grace is greater than our mistakes and that You are



always working to restore and redeem what's broken. Transform our hearts to be
more like Yours, and help us to live as people who reflect Your wisdom and love to
the world around us. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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