Discussion Guide
A Pair of Kings, Part 2, 05.24.26

Summary

Pastor Jeremy delivered a message about King Josiah, an 8-year-old king who
inherited a spiritually dark kingdom but chose to follow God instead of conforming to
the corrupt culture around him. When God's Word was rediscovered in the temple,
Josiah was confronted by Scripture, convicted to repentance, and committed to
faithfulness. The sermon challenges believers to examine what they've normalized in
their lives that contradicts God's Word, emphasizing that true transformation comes
not from external reforms but from allowing God's Word to change us from the
inside out.

The message draws parallels between Josiah's time and today's culture, where we
often normalize busyness, compromise, and sin while giving God our leftovers.
Jeremy emphasizes that God's Word wasn't given merely to inform us but to
transform us, and that biblical repentance produces movement and action. The
sermon concludes with the reminder that while Josiah could remove idols, only
Jesus can remove sin from the human heart and provide true transformation.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank You for bringing us together today to hear from Your
Word. As we dive into the story of King Josiah, we ask that You would open our hearts
and minds to what You want to teach us. Help us to be receptive to Your Holy Spirit's
leading and conviction. We pray that You would show us areas in our lives where we
may have normalized things that don't align with Your Word. Give us the courage to
respond like Josiah did - with humility, repentance, and obedience. We surrender our
hearts to You and ask that You would transform us from the inside out. In Jesus'
name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
Share about a time when you desperately wanted to fit in or do what everyone else
was doing. What was the situation, and how did it turn out?

Key Verses
e 2 Kings 22:1, 8-11 (NLT)
e 2 Kings 23:1-3,25 (NLT)
e Deuteronomy 30:14-16 (NLT)
e 2 Chronicles 34:3 (NLT)



Questions

1.

Josiah was only 8 years old when he became king, yet he chose to seek God
despite the corrupt culture around him. (2 Kings 22:1, 2 Chronicles 34:3) What
factors do you think influenced his decision to go against what was “normal”
in his kingdom?

When Josiah heard God's Word, he tore his clothes in despair. (2 Kings 22:11)
What does this reaction tell us about how we should respond when Scripture
confronts areas of compromise in our lives?

The sermon mentioned that we often normalize things like busyness, anger,
and sin in our culture. What are some things you've noticed that our society
has normalized that might conflict with God's Word?

Josiah didn't just feel convicted - he moved to action and repentance. (2 Kings
22:11, 23:1-3) Why do you think many people get stuck at conviction without
moving to repentance and change?

The message emphasized that God's Word was given to transform us, not just
inform us. How can we ensure we're reading Scripture for transformation
rather than just information or as a checklist?

Josiah made his commitment to God public and involved the entire nation. (2
Kings 23:1-3) Why is it important to make our faith commitments known to
others rather than keeping them private?

The sermon noted that everyone has an influence on someone else's life. Who
are the people in your sphere of influence, and how might your walk with God
impact them?

While Josiah could remove external idols, only Jesus can remove sin from the
heart. What's the difference between external religious reforms and true heart
transformation through Christ?

Life Application

This week, choose one of three paths based on where you are spiritually: 1) If you
don't have a Bible, get one and begin reading it daily, 2) If you have a Bible but
haven't been reading it regularly, dust it off and establish a daily reading habit, or 3) If
you're already reading daily, pause before each reading to pray that God would not
only increase your knowledge but also direct your steps and change you to be more
like Jesus. Let God's Word confront, convict, and transform you rather than just
inform you.

Key Takeaways

Josiah was confronted by God's Word when it was rediscovered, showing us
that Scripture exposes what culture has normalized and calls us to God's
standard rather than comparing ourselves to others.



e True conviction leads to repentance and action - Josiah didn't just feel bad
about the state of his kingdom, he immediately took steps to change it and
made his commitment public.

e Josiah demonstrated covenant faithfulness by fully turning toward God with
his heart, not just outward religious reforms, showing that lasting change
starts with personal response to God's Word.

e While Josiah could remove external idols and create reforms, only Jesus can
remove sin from the human heart and provide true transformation from the
inside out.

e Everyone has influence on someone else's life, and the greatest influence we
can have is walking in obedience to Christ and allowing His Word to transform
us.

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the example of King Josiah and his heart response to Your
Word. We pray that like Josiah, we would not just hear Your Word but be transformed
by it. Help us to identify areas in our lives where we've normalized things that don't
align with Your truth. Give us the courage to respond with repentance and action,
not just conviction. We acknowledge that we cannot transform ourselves through
external reforms alone - we need You to change our hearts from the inside out.
Thank You that Your grace is greater than our sin and Your love is stronger than our
selfishness. Help us to be people who influence others toward You through our
obedience and faithfulness. Transform us to be more like You, and use our lives to
point others to the hope found only in Christ. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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