5-Day Devotional
Now What?, Part 4, 05.03.26

Day 1:
The Invitation That Never Ends

Devotional

Imagine hearing the same words that changed your life years ago, spoken once
more in a moment of deep personal failure. That's exactly what happened to Peter.
After denying Jesus three times, he found himself back at the Sea of Galilee, probably
wondering if his relationship with Jesus was over. But Jesus met him there with the
same invitation He had given when Peter was just a fisherman: “Follow me.” What's
beautiful about this moment is that the Greek word for “follow” is in the present
continuous tense, meaning “keep on following.” Jesus wasn't asking for a one-time
decision but inviting Peter into a lifelong journey. This same invitation extends to us
today. Whether you're just beginning your faith journey or you've stumbled along the
way, Jesus is still saying “Follow me.” It's not about perfection; it's about persistence.
Every morning is a new opportunity to hear His voice calling you forward, regardless
of yesterday's failures or tomorrow's uncertainties.

Bible Verse

| tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you
dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will
stretch out your hands, and otherswill dress you and take you where you don't want
to go.” Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of death he would glorify God.
Then Jesus told him, “Follow me."” - John 21:18-19, NLT

Reflection Question
What would it look like for you to respond to Jesus' invitation to “keep on following”
in your current season of life?

Prayer

Jesus, thank You for Your persistent invitation to follow You, even when | fail. Help me
to hear Your voice calling me forward each day, trusting in Your grace rather than my
own perfection.



Day 2:
Following in the Unseen

Devotional

One of the most remarkable aspects of following Jesus is that we do this with
someone we cannot physically see. Think about it — we don't follow anyone else this
way. We don't build our entire lives around someone who isn't physically present
with us. Yet millions of people throughout history have found deep meaning and
purpose in following Jesus, even though He ascended to heaven over 2,000 years
ago. This is only possible through the Holy Spirit, who makes Jesus real and present
in our daily lives. Following Jesus isn't about following a set of rules or trying to live
up to an impossible standard. It's about cultivating an active, ongoing relationship
with God through prayer, reading Scripture, and daily communion with Him. The
Holy Spirit enables us to experience Jesus' presence, hear His voice, and feel His love
in tangible ways. This relationship transforms everything — how we see ourselves, how
we treat others, and how we navigate life's challenges. When we engage with Jesus
through the Spirit, we discover that following Him is not a burden but a joy.

Bible Verse

But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy
Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything | have told you.
-John 14:26, NLT

Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who
believe without seeing me.” - John 20:29, NLT

You love him even though you have never seen him. Though you do not see him
now, you trust him; and you rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. - 1 Peter 1:8, NLT

Reflection Question
How can you cultivate a deeper awareness of Jesus' presence in your daily life
through the Holy Spirit?

Prayer
Holy Spirit, help me to experience Jesus' presence in real and tangible ways today.
Open my heart to hear His voice and feel His love in every moment.



Day 3:
Trusting in the Storm

Devotional

Following Jesus often means trusting Him when we can't see the way forward. Peter
learned this lesson dramatically when he walked on water — as long as he kept his
eyes on Jesus, he could do the impossible. But the moment he focused on the wind
and waves, he began to sink. Life has a way of presenting us with overwhelming
circumstances that can speak louder than God's call to follow Him. Maybe you're
facing financial pressure, health concerns, relationship struggles, or uncertainty
about the future. In these moments, it's easy to take our eyes off Jesus and focus on
the storm around us. But following Jesus means learning to trust Him in the
darkness, even when we can't understand what He's doing. It means believing that
His love for us is greater than our current circumstances. When we keep our focus on
Jesus rather than our problems, we find the strength to take the next step, even
when the path isn't clear. Trust isn't the absence of fear; it's choosing to follow Jesus
despite our fears.

Bible Verse

When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear,
they cried out, “It's a ghost!” But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don't be afraid,” he
said. “Take courage. | am here!” Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it's really you, tell
me to come to you, walking on the water.” “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went
over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw
the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!”
he shouted. Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little
faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” - Matthew 14:26-31, NLT

Reflection Question
What “storm” in your life is currently demanding more of your attention than Jesus'
call to follow Him?

Prayer
Lord, help me to keep my eyes fixed on You when life's storms feel overwhelming.
Give me the courage to trust You even when | can't see the way forward.



Day 4:
The Beautiful Surrender

Devotional

Perhaps the most challenging aspect of following Jesus is surrender — allowing Him
to become greater while we become less. John the Baptist understood this perfectly
when he said about Jesus, “He must become greater and greater, and | must
become less and less.” This isn't about diminishing our worth or value; it's about
recognizing that our greatest fulfillment comes when we align our will with God's
will. Surrender means releasing our tight grip on control and trusting that Jesus
knows what's best for our lives. It's choosing His plans over our plans, His timing over
our timing, His ways over our ways. This can feel scary because it requires us to let go
of the illusion that we're in charge of our lives. But here's the beautiful truth: when
we surrender to Jesus, we don't lose ourselves — we find ourselves. We discover who
we were truly meant to be. As one theologian put it, “When Christ calls a man, he
bids him come and die” — die to selfishness, pride, and the need to be in control, so
that we can truly live.

Bible Verse
He must become greater and greater, and | must become less and less. - John 3:30,
NLT

“My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the Lorp. “And my ways are far
beyond anything you could imagine. For just as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so my ways are higher than your way and my thoughts higher than your
thoughts.” - Isaiah 55:8-9, NLT

Reflection Question
What area of your life do you find most difficult to surrender to Jesus' leadership?

Prayer
Jesus, help me to release my need for control and trust that Your plans for my life are
better than my own. Give me the courage to surrender completely to You.



Day 5:
Your Unique Journey

Devotional

When Peter started comparing his future with John's, Jesus gave him a redirect that
speaks to all of us: “What is that to you? As for you, follow me.” How often do we fall
into the comparison trap, looking at other people's lives and wondering why our
journey doesn't look like theirs? Social media makes this even worse, constantly
showing us highlight reels of other people's lives. But Jesus reminds us that
comparison is a distraction from our unique calling. Studies consistently show that
comparison leads to depression because it robs us of contentment and gratitude.
Your relationship with Jesus is personal and unique. Your calling, your challenges,
your timeline — they're all designed specifically for you. Instead of looking sideways at
others, Jesus calls us to keep our eyes focused on Him. He is the champion who
initiates and perfects our faith. When we focus on Jesus rather than others, we find
peace, purpose, and the ability to celebrate both our own journey and the journeys of
others. Your best life isn't found in copying someone else's path; it's found in faithfully
following Jesus on the path He's prepared specifically for you.

Bible Verse

Let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our
eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. - Hebrews 12:1-2,
NLT

Reflection Question
How can you shift your focus from comparing your journey with others to celebrating
your uniqgue relationship with Jesus?

Prayer

Lord, help me to stop comparing my journey with others and instead focus on
following You faithfully on the unique path You've set before me. Fill me with
gratitude for Your specific plan for my life.
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