Discussion Guide
Now What?, Part 4, 05.03.26

Summary

In this graduation Sunday message, Pastor John explores Jesus' final private
conversation with Peter by the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus tells Peter about his future
death and then gives him the same command that began their relationship: “Follow
me.” The pastor emphasizes that this call to follow Jesus is not about death, but
about living the greatest possible life through relationship with Christ. He addresses
the natural tendency to compare ourselves with others, as Peter did when he asked
“What about him?” regarding John, and Jesus' response that we should focus on our
own calling to follow Him. The message concludes with the truth that following
Jesus means maintaining our eyes on Him as our cornerstone, trusting Him through
all circumstances, and surrendering our lives to His will.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with grateful hearts. As we gather to
study Your Word, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You
want to teach us today. Help us to be receptive to Your Holy Spirit's leading and to
hear Your voice clearly. May we not just learn about You, but encounter You in a fresh
way. Prepare our hearts to receive whatever You have for us in this time together. In
Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's one piece of advice you may have received at graduation or another pivotal
time in your life that has stuck with you or made you laugh?

Key Verses
e John 21:18-22
e Matthew 4:18-20
e Matthew 14:22-32
e Hebrews12:1-2

Questions
1. Why do you think Jesus chose to end His final private conversation with Peter
using the same words He used to begin their relationship: “Follow me"?
(Matthew 4:19, John 21:22)
2. The pastor mentioned that “follow me" is a present tense command meaning
“follow and keep on following.” What does this continuous aspect of following
Jesus look like in daily life?



3. Peter asked, “What about him?” when he saw John. (John 21:21) Why is
comparison so natural for us, and how does it affect our relationship with God?

4. Jesus responded to Peter's comparison with “What is that to you?” (John 21:22)
How can we apply this response when we find ourselves comparing our lives
to others?

5. The message described following Jesus as involving relationship, trust, and
surrender. Which of these three aspects do you find most challenging and
why?

6. When Peter walked on water, he sank when he focused on the circumstances
instead of Jesus. (Matthew 14:30) What “waves” or circumstances in your life
tend to distract you from focusing on Christ?

7. How does understanding that Jesus' call to “follow me” is a call of grace
(despite our failures) change how you view your relationship with Him?

Life Application

This week, identify one area of your life where you've been comparing yourself to
others or focusing on circumstances rather than on Jesus. Each day, when you notice
yourself doing this, intentionally redirect your focus by praying “Jesus, help me follow
You"” and asking what it means to follow Him in that specific situation. Keep a simple
journal of how this practice affects your perspective and peace throughout the week.

Key Takeaways

e Jesus' call to “follow me” is the same invitation He gives today - it's a call to the
greatest possible life through relationship with Him

e Following Jesus is a continuous, present-tense action that involves
relationship, trust, and surrender throughout our entire lives

e Comparison with others distracts us from our own calling and can lead to
depression and discouragement

e When we focus on circumstances instead of Jesus, we begin to “sink” like
Peter did on the water

e Jesus' call to follow Him is a call of grace - He invites us despite our failures and
mistakes

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for Your incredible invitation to follow You. Help us to hear Your
voice clearly saying “follow me" in our own lives, just as You called Peter. When we're
tempted to compare ourselves with others or focus on our circumstances instead of
You, remind us to keep our eyes fixed on You. Give us the courage to surrender our
lives to You daily, trusting that Your way is always best. May we live as people who are
continuously following You, growing in relationship with You, and bringing glory to
Your name. Thank You for Your grace that covers our failures and Your love that never
lets us go. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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