Discussion Guide
Now What?, Part 5, 05.10.26

Summary

Pastor John delivered a Mother's Day message focusing on the importance of
passing down faith stories to the next generation, drawing from Matthew 28:16-20
and Joshua's memorial stones in Joshua 4. He emphasized how women have played
crucial roles in spreading the gospel message throughout history and in our personal
lives. Using the story of Joshua's twelve memorial stones from the Jordan River
crossing, he illustrated how we should intentionally share our personal testimonies
and moments of God's faithfulness with our children and grandchildren. The pastor
shared several personal stories of God's provision and faithfulness in his own life,
encouraging the congregation to write down their own “memorial stones” -
moments when they witnessed God's presence and provision - so future generations
can understand their faith journey.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we thank You for bringing us together today to honor the women
who have shaped our lives and to learn from Your Word. As we gather in this small
group, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach
us today. Help us to be vulnerable with one another and receptive to the ways You
want to speak to us through this discussion. May we leave here encouraged and
equipped to live out our faith more boldly. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What is one tradition or habit from your childhood that you've carried into your adult
life, and why is it meaningful to you?

Key Verses
e Matthew 28:16-20
e Romans 10:14-17
e Joshua 4:4-8, 4:19-24
e Deuteronomy 6:4-9

Questions

1. The sermon emphasized that “someone had to tell you about Jesus.” Who was
instrumental in sharing the gospel with you, and how did they do it?

2. Joshua instructed the Israelites to build a memorial with twelve stones so
future generations would ask questions about God's faithfulness. (Joshua
4:4-8,19-24) What “memorial stones” or moments of God's faithfulness can
you identify in your own life?



Pastor John shared several personal stories of God's provision during difficult
times. Why is it important to remember and share these specific moments
rather than just general statements about God's goodness?

The message challenged us to write down our faith stories for future
generations. What obstacles or hesitations might prevent someone from
doing this, and how can we overcome them?

How can we create opportunities for the next generation to ask questions
about our faith, similar to how the memorial stones prompted questions from
the Israelite children?

Pastor John mentioned visiting a lady in the hospital, who said “l am so
blessed” despite her difficult circumstances. How can we develop this kind of
perspective in our own trials?

The Great Commission calls us to “go and make disciples of all nations.”
(Matthew 28:18-19) How does sharing our personal faith stories with family and
friends connect to this larger mission?

Life Application

This week, write down one specific story of how God has been faithful in your life - a
“memorial stone” moment. Share this story with someone in your family or a close
friend, explaining how you saw God's hand at work. If you're comfortable, consider
starting a faith journal or letter to your children/grandchildren that captures these
important spiritual moments.

Key Takeaways

Women and men have played crucial roles throughout history in spreading
the gospel message and nurturing faith in others

We must intentionally pass down our personal faith stories to the next
generation, not just doctrine or rules

God's faithfulness in specific moments of our lives serves as “memorial stones’
that can encourage future generations

Writing down our testimonies and faith experiences creates a lasting legacy
for our families

The gospel spreads through both our words and our actions, and personal
stories make faith real and relatable

)

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the reminder that our personal stories of Your faithfulness
matter deeply. Help us to be intentional about recognizing Your hand at work in our
daily lives and to have the courage to share these moments with others. Give us
wisdom as we seek to pass down our faith to the next generation, and may our
“memorial stones” point others to Your goodness and grace. In Your precious name
we pray, Amen.
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