Discussion Guide
Coffee Time, Part 1, 06.07.26

Summary

Pastor John begins a new series called "Coffee Time" by exploring what it would be
like to have coffee with the prophet Hosea. The message centers on God's command
for Hosea to marry Gomer, a prostitute, as an illustration of God's unfailing love for
unfaithful Israel. Despite Gomer's abandonment and adultery, God commands Hosea
to go and love her, demonstrating the costly nature of redemptive love. This Old
Testament story serves as a powerful foreshadow of Christ's sacrifice on the cross.

The sermon emphasizes that just as Hosea paid everything he had (15 pieces of silver,
five bushels of barley, and wine) to redeem his unfaithful wife, Christ paid the
ultimate price with His life to redeem us from sin. The message concludes with the
reminder that we are all like Gomer - bought back at a great cost - and that God will
use our lives to illustrate His love to others, just as He used Hosea's story to show His
relentless pursuit of His people.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for Your overwhelming,
never-ending love. As we gather to study Your Word and learn from the story of
Hosea, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach
us. Help us to see ourselves clearly in this story - both as those who have been
bought back at a great cost and as those called to illustrate Your love to others. Lord,
speak to each person here today according to their need, and help us to be receptive
to Your Spirit's leading in our discussion. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker
What's the most expensive thing you've ever purchased, and was it worth the cost?

Key Verses
e Hosea 1:2-3, 3:1-2
e | Peter118-19
e Luke15:3-7,11-20

Questions
1. How do you think Hosea felt when God first coommanded him to marry a
prostitute? (Hosea 1:2) What would your initial reaction be to such an unusual
calling?



2. In what ways do we, like Gomer (Hosea 2:5, 3:1), sometimes abandon our
relationship with God to pursue other things that seem more appealing?

3. Hosea had to pay everything he had to buy back his wife (Hosea 3:2). How does
this parallel what Christ did for us on the cross?

4, Why do you think God chose such a dramatic and painful illustration to show
His love for Israel and for us?

5. The sermon mentioned that God will use our lives to illustrate His love to
others, just as He used Hosea. What does this look like in practical, everyday
terms?

6. How does understanding the cost of our redemption change the way we view
our relationship with God?

7. What are some "other gods" or distractions in our modern world that can lead
us away from faithfulness to God?

Life Application

This week, identify one specific way you can illustrate God's redemptive love to
someone in your life. Whether it's forgiving someone who has hurt you, reaching out
to someone who has walked away from faith, or simply showing unconditional love
to a difficult person, take action to demonstrate the same kind of costly, pursuing
love that God has shown you.

Key Takeaways

God's love is unconditional, not based on our performance or faithfulness
Christ paid the ultimate price to redeem us from sin, just as Hosea paid
everything to buy back his unfaithful wife

e We are all like Gomer - prone to wander and pursue other things, yet pursued
by God's relentless love

e GCod uses our lives (like He used Hosea's) as illustrations of His love to others,
calling us to love sacrificially

e True love requires action and sacrifice, not just feelings or words

Ending Prayer

Lord Jesus, thank You for the powerful reminder through Hosea's story of how much
You love us. Thank You for paying the ultimate price to buy us back from sin and
death. Help us to never forget the cost of our redemption and to live in grateful
response to Your amazing grace. As we go from here, use our lives to illustrate Your
love to a world that desperately needs to know they are pursued, valued, and loved
by You. Give us courage to love sacrificially, just as You have loved us. In Your precious
name, Amen.
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