
Discussion Guide 
Coffee Time, Part 2, 06.14.26 
 
Summary 
In this sermon, missionary Nate Ackerman shares the story of Jonah while providing 
updates on his ministry with Jesus Film Project in Thailand. The message focuses on 
four key truths from Jonah's experience: God calls and pursues us, God saves, God is 
compassionate, and God cares deeply for the lost. Nate draws parallels between 
Jonah's reluctant obedience and his own journey from initially rejecting God's call to 
China to eventually serving there for 15 years and now in Thailand. The sermon 
emphasizes that just as God pursued Jonah when he ran from his calling to Nineveh, 
God continues to pursue each of us in our callings today. 
 
The message concludes with a powerful testimony about Song, a former Buddhist 
monk who became a Christian and now ministers to his unreached nomadic people 
group in western China. Through Song's story and the broader mission of the Jesus 
Film Project, which has translated the Jesus film into nearly 2,300 languages and 
reached over 11 billion viewings, the sermon challenges believers to maintain a heart 
for the lost both globally and locally in their own communities. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, as we gather together this morning to study Your word and learn 
from Jonah's story, we ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You 
want to teach us today. Help us to be receptive to Your voice and sensitive to Your 
leading in our lives. Lord, we know that You have called each of us for a purpose, and 
we pray that through this time together, You would reveal more of Your heart to us - 
especially Your heart for the lost. Prepare our hearts to receive whatever message 
You have for us, and give us the courage to respond in obedience to Your calling. In 
Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
If you could travel anywhere in the world for a mission trip or to help others, where 
would you go and why? (Don't worry about practical concerns like money or 
language barriers - just dream big!) 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Jonah 1:1-3, 17-2:3 
●​ Jonah 3:1-3, 10 
●​ Jonah 4:1-4 
●​ Luke 19:10  



●​ Matthew 9:35-38 
 
Questions 

1.​ Jonah initially ran from God's calling to go to Nineveh. (Jonah 1:1-3) Can you 
think of a time when you felt God calling you to do something but you resisted 
or ran from it? What was that experience like? 

2.​ The sermon mentioned that God calls and pursues us. How have you 
experienced God's pursuit in your own life, especially during times when you 
were running from Him? 

3.​ Nate shared how he initially said he would “never go to China” but ended up 
serving there for 15 years. What does this teach us about God's persistence and 
our own limited understanding of His plans? 

4.​ Jonah was angry when God showed compassion to the people of Nineveh. 
(Jonah 4:1-2) Why do you think it's sometimes difficult for us to celebrate when 
God shows mercy to people we don't like or consider our “enemies”? 

5.​ The story of Song, the former Buddhist monk, shows incredible dedication to 
reaching his unreached people group despite seeing no conversions in 10 
years. What does his perseverance teach us about faithfulness in ministry and 
evangelism? 

6.​ The sermon emphasized that we don't have to go overseas to care for the lost 
- there are lost people in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and families. Who 
are the “lost people” in your immediate circle, and how might God be calling 
you to reach them? 

7.​ Nate mentioned that every believer has two callings: a primary calling “to 
someone” (Jesus) and a secondary calling “to something” (which can change 
throughout life). How would you describe your current secondary calling? 

8.​ The Jesus Film has been translated into nearly 2,300 languages and viewed 
over 11 billion times. What does this tell us about God's heart for people of 
every language and culture, and how should this impact our own view of 
missions and evangelism? 

 
Life Application 
This week, identify one “lost person” in your immediate circle - whether a neighbor, 
coworker, family member, or friend who doesn't know Jesus. Commit to praying for 
them daily and look for one practical way to show God's love to them through your 
words or actions. Don't worry about having all the right words - just focus on being 
the “face of Jesus” to them through your kindness and care. (Galatians 5:22-23) 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ God calls and pursues us even when we run from His calling, just as He 
pursued Jonah with the storm and the great fish 



●​ God is compassionate toward the lost and desires their salvation, not their 
destruction - His heart breaks for those who don't know Him 

●​ Every believer has both a primary calling (to Jesus) and a secondary calling (to 
something specific), and God may change our secondary calling throughout 
our lives 

●​ We don't need to go overseas to care for the lost - there are people in our 
immediate communities who need to hear about Jesus 

●​ Faithfulness in ministry sometimes means persevering without seeing 
immediate results, trusting that God is working even when we can't see it 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the example of Jonah and for Nate's testimony of Your 
faithfulness. We confess that like Jonah, we sometimes run from Your calling or 
struggle to have compassion for those we consider difficult to love. Help us to have 
Your heart for the lost - both those across the world and those right next door. Give 
us courage to respond in obedience when You call us, whether to something big or 
small. May we be faithful witnesses of Your love in our daily lives, and may our hearts 
always beat with compassion for those who don't yet know You. Use us, Lord, to be 
part of Your mission to seek and save the lost. In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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