
Discussion Guide 
Coffee Time, Part 5, 07.05.26 
 
Summary 
This sermon draws from the well-known story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
in Daniel 3, set against the backdrop of the Babylonian Empire around 600 BC. Three 
young Jewish men, likely in their 20s, were taken from their homeland, retrained, and 
placed in positions of leadership under King Nebuchadnezzar. When the king 
commanded everyone to bow before a massive golden idol, these three men 
refused, even when threatened with death in a blazing furnace. Their bold 
declaration, “But even if He doesn't rescue us, we will never serve your gods” stands 
as one of Scripture's most powerful statements of faith. 
 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we come before You today grateful for Your presence in our lives. As 
we gather to discuss Your Word and the story of three young men who refused to 
bow to the pressures of the world around them, we ask that You open our hearts and 
minds to what You want to speak to each of us personally. Help us to set aside our 
own agendas and expectations, and give us ears to hear what Your Spirit is saying to 
our group today. May this time draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What is one thing you are genuinely proud of that you stood up for, even when it was 
a little uncomfortable? 
 
Key Verses 

●​ Daniel 3 (NLT) 
 
Questions 

1.​ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were young men who had been taken 
from their homeland, likely lost their parents, and were living in a foreign 
culture. What do you think kept their faith strong through all of that hardship? 

2.​ The three men told Nebuchadnezzar that the God they served was able to 
save them, but even if he didn't they would still not bow down to the gold 
statue. (Daniel 3:17-18) What does that kind of faith look like in your own life 
when God does not answer a prayer the way you hoped? 

3.​ The sermon drew a contrast between Nebuchadnezzar's distant, impersonal 
view of gods and the personal, close relationship Shadrach, Meshach, and 



Abednego had with God. How would you describe your own relationship with 
God right now: distant or personal? What has shaped that? 

4.​ Pastor John mentioned a man who gave up on God after his mother died, 
saying his faith was circumstantially based. Have you ever gone through a 
season where circumstances made it hard to hold onto your faith? What 
helped you through it, or what do you wish had helped? 

5.​ The three young men were described as respectful and polite, even while 
standing firm in their convictions. (Daniel 3:16-18) How do you balance 
standing up for your faith with being gracious and respectful toward those 
who disagree with you? 

6.​ Pastor John pointed out that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego already knew 
God was with them before they ever entered the furnace. Nebuchadnezzar 
only saw the fourth man after they were thrown in. (Daniel 3:25) What does it 
mean to trust in God's presence before you can see evidence of it? 

7.​ The sermon suggests that someone invested in these young men early in life, 
teaching them stories of faith. Who has been that kind of person in your life, 
and how are you investing in the faith of others around you? 

8.​ Pastor John reflected that these three men were most free at the moment 
they decided to stand for God, not knowing whether they would be rescued. 
Where in your life do you feel God is calling you to take a step of faith, even 
without knowing the outcome? 

 
Life Application 
This week, identify one specific situation in your life where you have been tempted to 
compromise your faith or stay silent about what you believe. It might be at work, at 
school, in a friendship, or online. Choose one small, concrete action you can take to 
stand for your faith in that situation with grace and respect. Before you do it, spend a 
few minutes in prayer asking God to remind you that He is already with you in that 
fire, just as He was with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ True faith is personal, not distant. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego did not 
serve a god they had made with their hands. They served a God they knew 
personally, and that relationship gave them the courage to stand firm even 
when facing death. 

●​ Faith is not circumstantially based. These young men had every reason to 
abandon God. They had been taken from their homeland and likely lost their 
families. Yet they held on, reminding us that genuine faith persists through 
hardship rather than depending on favorable circumstances. 

●​ God is present in the fire. The fourth man in the furnace is a powerful picture 
of God's promise to be with us in our most difficult moments. We may not 
always be rescued from the fire, but we are never alone in it. 



●​ Standing for faith requires both courage and grace. The three men were 
always respectful and polite, even as they refused to bow. Christians are called 
to hold their convictions firmly while treating others with kindness and dignity. 

●​ Our greatest freedom is found in a close, committed relationship with God. As 
the sermon concluded, these three men were most free not when they 
walked out of the fire, but when they made the decision to trust God 
completely, regardless of the outcome. 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You for the example of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, three 
young men who trusted You completely even when the fire was real and the cost 
was high. As we leave this time together, remind each of us that You are already 
present in whatever fire we are facing. Give us the courage to stand for what we 
believe, the grace to do it with kindness toward others, and the deep confidence that 
comes from knowing You personally. May our faith not be distant or circumstantial, 
but close, alive, and unshakeable. Use our lives, just as You used theirs, to point 
others toward You. In Your name we pray, Amen. 
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